	Eras


	Features
	Trading networks

	
	
	Silk Roads – routes linking Asia from China to the Eastern Mediterranean
	Mediterranean – routes linking Southern Europe, North Africa and SW Asia
	Indian Ocean – routes linking Eastern Africa, South Asia and Southeast Asia
	Trans-Sahara – routes linking North Africa and Western Africa
	Americas – routes linking North and South America across Mesoamerica
	Atlantic World / Columbian Exchange – routes linking Africa, Europe and the Americas
	Pacific Rim – routes linking the Americas, Asia and Oceania 

	Foundations 8000 BCE – 600 CE


	Partners
	Alexander’s Empires, Rome, Han China, Parthia and other Persian states, Central Asian states


	Greek colonies, Phoenician states including Carthage, Romans, North African states - Egypt
	East Africa – Punt/Rhapta, India (Gupta, etc.), SE Asia and China (indirectly)
	North African and West African communities
	Various communities across the Americas including Olmecs
	N/A
	N/A

	
	Goods
	Silk, spices, large horses and jade, glassware, jewelry, artworks, perfumes, textiles
	Olive oil, wine, grain, slaves, gold, some luxury item – glass, manufactured goods
	Peppers, silk, spices (cloves, nutmeg, etc), gemstones, gold, slaves, ivory
	Gold, salt, also horses, slaves, cloth and ivory
	Obsidian, shells, gold, jade, rubber, copper, pottery, feathers, cloths, etc.
	
	

	
	Other 

Exchanges
	Buddhism, Christianity, Manichaeism, 

diseases, art styles, Hellenism,
	Hellenism, Christianity, diseases, art styles, learning,
	Hinduism, Buddhism, cultivation of food stuffs, Indian culture, learning – numbers, crystallization of sugar,
	Notions of rule, stories, fashions
	Cultivation of certain crops – maize, peppers
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	600 - 1450 CE


	Partners
	
	
	
	
	Various groups Maya, Aztecs, Inca (most trade was state controlled), Hopewell, Mississippian cultures – Cahokia, etc.
	N/A
	N/A

	
	Goods
	
	
	
	
	Obsidian, gold, cacao, copper, pottery, gems, feathers, animals (llamas, dogs, alpacas, etc.) cloths, etc.
	
	

	
	Other 

Exchanges
	
	
	
	
	Ideas – construction styles, fashions, 
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	1450 – 1750 CE


	Partners
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Goods
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other 

Exchanges
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	1750 – 1914 CE


	Partners
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Goods
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other 

Exchanges
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	Features
	Trading networks

	
	
	Silk Roads – routes linking Asia from China to the Mediterranean
	Mediterranean – routes linking Southern Europe, North Africa and SW Asia
	Indian Ocean – routes linking Eastern Africa, South Asia and Southeast Asia
	Trans-Sahara – routes linking North Africa and Western Africa
	Americas – routes linking North & South America across Mesoamerica
	Atlantic World – routes linking Africa, Europe and the Americas
	Pacific Rim – routes linking the Americas, Asia and Oceania 
	Global Market – other routes that connect the world

	1914 CE - present


	Partners
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Goods
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other 

Exchanges
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


