Modern US History ’11-‘12
Written Discussions Guidelines
*this should be put in your course information section of your binder
What is a written discussion?  

A written discussion is when pairs of students discuss a topic in written form.  They do not discuss it orally but rather they take turns writing about the topic for a timed period.  It is a free flowing discussion where the writers try to process the concepts and ideas learned from a previous class or homework and not a formal essay for instance.  
What is the procedure for conducting a written discussion?

1. Each pair will need 2-3 sheets of notebook paper.  Usually one sheet is needed for each specific discussion.

2. Each pair will use different colored inks/pencil on the discussion; make sure to write your names and the topic of discussion at the top of the paper.  

3. When directed to begin only one student will begin writing about the prompt, while their partner sits quietly waiting their turn.  When the time timed period is finished, the writer gives the paper to their partner who will begin reading what they wrote and when composing an answer to what they wrote.  

4. This process will continue for a few more turns by both sides.

5. When the written discussion is concluded, the written discussion will be collected by the teacher.

6. This process may continue for one or more prompts as assigned by the teacher.

7. In the case that a student is not able to write about an assigned topic, that student should sit there quietly until the timed period has finished.  Then their partner will continue their discussion.  

What is the purpose of a written discussion?
A written discussion is much like an oral discussion which occurs periodically in class.  Instead of speaking about a topic, a written discussion requires students to give more thought to what they are trying to say, in determining the significance, in framing an argument for a given topic, and or in discussing similarities and differences of a given topic.  

How is a written discussion evaluated?
1. Each written discussion will have a point value depending on the amount of discussion allowed.  
2. Grades are usually shared between pairs although if one student clearly shows they know something verses their partner not really knowing as much, the evaluations might be different.  
3. Students are trying to show their understanding of the topic by citing specific facts learned from the reading or previous class/homework, determining the significance of the topic, comparing and contrasting where applicable, and in writing an argument (claim-reason(s)- evidence) for their responses to their classmate.  
4. Students should directly address what their partner has said and not just go off on another tangent.
5. Students should NOT simply repeat what their partner has said or simply agree with their partner, but instead, give a qualification response where the written discussion is developed further using more evidence, reasoning, and or presenting a counterargument or other aspect.  
