Modern World History
Unit 2: 1450-1750

Most Significant Explorer Project – 40 Points
Overview

In Unit 2 you will study about the linking of the Eastern and Western Hemispheres and how this integration impacted various regions of the world between 1450 and 1750.  This is the “Age of Exploration” where Europe “discovered” the New World and the Chinese Star Voyages occurred in the Indian Ocean.  For this integration to occur several explorers had to go out into the great unknown to establish these links.   For this individual project, you will select one of the explorers from the list below and determine why he was the most significant explorer of this age.  

Project

Each student will select one of the following explorers, research the areas in which he explored, and the consequences for that region and for his country.  Then they will use that knowledge to create the following:
A.  An essay where they determine why their explorer is the most significant explorer of the age (1450-1750).  

                  In this essay they will need to contrast their chosen explorer with at least two other explorers from that era. 
                  Additionally, they will need to use in-text parenthetical citations to show the origin of their evidence.  Only 

     paraphrase evidence from sources as no direct quotes are allowed.  
B. A bibliography on a separate sheet of paper is included that shows the student has used at least 3 different 

    sources in their essay.  The textbook and ANY Encyclopedia DO NOT count as acceptable sources.  

    See Mr. Greer if you have any questions about a potential source way before this project is due.  

C. A world map that shows your explorer’s area of exploration along with his “home country.”  You must use the 

     blank world map included in this packet or download a copy of this map from the course website.  The 

     voyages, home country and anything else (legend) on this map must be drawn by hand.  It must also have a 
     title.  
D. All these A4 size documents are to be bound to a Title Page that includes student name, course title, date, 

     and name of the explorer.  You may also include a picture of your explorer on this title page.  The source for 

     any picture used must be included in the bibliography.  

E.  The essay and bibliography must be submitted to turnitin.com by 8am on the project due date, Thursday, 

      22 October 2009.  Even if the hard copy of the essay is turned in at the start of class that day, the project is 

      considered late if the electronic copy is not submitted by 8am on that day.  The essay should not have more 

      than 20% of unoriginal text; you may begin submitting your essay to check your paraphrasing up to 2 weeks 

      before it’s due.  

Selected Explorers – 1450 to 1750


Hernan Cortez

Francisco Pizzaro

Ferdnand Magellan
John Cabot


Vasco De Gama
Bartolomeu Dias

Jacques Cartier

Jung He
Due Date
Thursday, 22 October 2009

A. Submit to www.turnitin.com by 8am EET – no more than 20% similarity report and no direct quotes
B. Bring a hard copy of project to class with rubric

EMAC Volleyball students must submit this project to turnitin.com by 8am on 21 October and place a hard copy in the class basket before departing on Wednesday.  
Explorer Project Rubric – Essay

20 Points
90-100% Essay  


· Contains a clear, well-developed thesis that determines significance by comparing and contrasting the identified explorer with at least two other identified explorers of the age. The thesis may be 1 or 2 sentences in the introduction.
· Develops the thesis with substantial and specific relevant historical information from at least 3 different sources that is accurately paraphrased and properly in-text cited each time.  

· Provides effective analysis in determining the most significant explorer; treatment of topics may be uneven.

· May contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall quality of the essay.

· Is well organized and well written.

80-90% Essay


· Contains a thesis that partially compares and contrasts the identified explorer with one or two other explorers in determining why he is the most significant. 
· Supports the thesis with some relevant and specific historical information from at least 3 different sources that is accurately paraphrased and properly in-text cited each time.  

· Provides some analysis of the identified explorer with one or two other explorers; treatment of the topics may be substantially uneven.

· May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay.

· Has acceptable organization and writing.

70-80% Essay 


· Thesis is mostly a simple restatement of the question.  Some aspect of a position is given.  

· Provides minimal relevant information or lists facts with little or no application to the question; many of the in-text citations are not done correctly (i.e. there was limited attribution after each piece of evidence).

· Addresses only one explorer in telling why that person is important or describes 2-3 explorers in a general way.

· May contain major errors.

· Has adequate organization and writing.

60-70% Essay


· Contains a confused or unfocused thesis.

· Offers minimal consideration of the identified specifics of the question

· Attempts to provide information but almost all facts included are not relevant.  
· Addresses only the identified explorer in a general way or describes 1 or 2 explorers in a general way.

· May be poorly organized and/or poorly written.     

59% and Below Essay 
 

· Lacks a thesis or simply restates the question.

· Exhibits inadequate or incorrect understanding of the question.

· Provides simplistic treatment of the question. This could be a summary of the major events in the identified explorer’s life without determining how he is the most significant explorer from this era.  
· Contains no relevant historical information.

· Majority of evidence used was properly in-text cited but all or most is directly quoted from its sources.  
· Did not address the question/prompt. 

Additional Considerations:
___ Submitted 1 calendar day late (-30%)

____ Submitted 2 calendar days late (-50%)

___ Did not submit to turnitin.com (-100%)

____ No in-text citations used (-100%)

___ No bibliography submitted (-100%)


____ Missing title page (-15%)
___ No citation for any image on title page (-20%)
____ All rubrics submitted with project 
 Map Rubric - 10 Points

	
	Developing
	Needs Improvement
	Adequate
	Good
	Excellent

	Map
	Missing more than 2 requirements; messy or difficult to understand; very minimal detail of all explorations; did not submit a map with the project
	Missing 1 or 2 requirements; mostly complete but could be more developed in terms of containing more of the significant voyages/explorations of the explorer
	Contains all required elements; most to all important explorations are include in the map; text is readable
	Contains all required elements; legend is clear; all major explorations are noted on the map
	Contains all required elements; accurate, neat and has clear text to understand; legend is clear and detailed; exceeds expectations for identifying all significant explorations of the identified explorer


Explorer Project Bibliography Rubric - 10 points 

	
	Developing
	Needs Improvement
	Adequate
	Good
	Excellent

	Bibliography
	Multiple inaccuracies with format, order, punctuation, missing required information on more than 1 entry; bullet points or numbering used for entries; no title given for bibliography

***did not submit a bibliography (-100% for entire project)
	A  few inaccuracies with 1-2 entries on format, order, punctuation, and missing required entry information
	All entries contained required entry information; 1-2 inaccuracies with format, order, or punctuation
	All entries contained required entry information; 1-2 inaccuracies only with punctuation
	Format, order, indentions, punctuation, and required entry information for each entry is accurate
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