Modern World History

Mr. Greer 

The World in 1450 Project

Overview

Students will begin the year in Modern World History with a research project to find out what life was like in the world about 1450 C.E.  They will create cooperative learning groups for this project and then select a region which they will study.  The purpose of this project is for each group to be able to teach the other groups about the following themes in their region:

A) Political Systems – forms of governments, how chosen, how rights are observed

B) Social Systems  - focus specific attention to women’s roles within these social systems

C) Economic Systems 

Regions 

The following regions will be studied for this project:


1.  Middle East/North Africa


4.  The Americas


2.  Europe




5.  Sub-Saharan Africa


3.  Asia





6.  South Asia 

Project Steps

1. Each group will choose a region and research the three themes related to their specific region.  It might be a good place to start by determining which empires and states were in existence in 1450 in their region.  Once you know who was around, you can then research each specific empires/states to compile data on all three themes.  This will enable each group to then come up with generalizations for the region.  
2. From this research they then will create a 1 page fact sheet - typed on A4 paper - which will be distributed to their classmates

a. The fact sheet must include:

i. examples of at least 3 different empires , countries, or kingdoms that were in existence in the year 1450 in their region
ii. 3 generalizations related to each theme with a specific example that supports each generalization from their region.  A generalization is defined as to derive or induce (a general conception or principle) from particulars (examples/facts) or to draw a general conclusion from data
3. A detailed map of the region in 1450 that includes political boundaries of the identified empires, major cities, and principal trade routes.  The map should have a legend or else be clearly illustrated.  It can be hand-drawn or computer formatted.  

4. Also each group will present their findings to the class in the form of a power-point presentation.  Slides included in this should be a title slide with group names, a slide for each theme with associated generalizations, and all group members should be able to discuss examples that are not included on the slides.  
5. A bibliography in MLA format for all sources actually used must be submitted when the project is due.  Each group must use at least a minimum of three (3) different sources in their project in addition to the textbook.  This should be typed on A4 paper and submitted when the project presentations are due.  Make sure that the textbook, if used, is included on your bibliography.  
Assessment of Project

1.  Each group will be assessed on the historical accuracy and comprehensiveness of the fact sheet and the map and on whether generalizations are supported by accurate data/research in their regions for each theme.  

2. The bibliography will be evaluated on the accuracy of each entry and format.

3. The presentation will be evaluated on the coverage of the generalizations for each theme on each slide and on how each member of the group can explain/give detail BEYOND the slide (this evidence/research should not be included in the text on each slide for each theme) to provide evidence from their research to explain how it helps to support the generalization.  
Project Due Dates

1. GROUP Data Sheet (copy)


Wednesday, 26 August

2. GROUP Fact Sheet 1st Draft


Sunday, 30 August

3. GROUP Fact Sheet Final Draft, PPT

Monday, 7 September (don’t meet for class so email these to me)
4. GROUP Bibliography



Tuesday, 8 September
5. GROUP Detailed Map in 1450


Tuesday, 8 September

6. INDIVIDUAL Research Data Sheet


Tuesday, 8 September
Each calendar day that an item is late 10% from the final group mark will be deducted.  Also please email Mr. Greer the group final fact sheet so it can be copied before class begins.  
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Name: __________

The World in 1450 Project






Other Group Members: ______________________________

Region: _____________________
INDIVIDUAL Project Research Sheet

Directions: Use this to help guide you in finding relevant research for your group.   All group members should compare what they found to determine what to research for the project.  This is to be submitted by each student when the final project is due.  

A.  What were 5 empires/kingdoms/states in existence about 1450 in your group’s region?  Identify each empire/kingdom/state and give approximate beginning and ending dates.

1. _______________________
Started ______________
Ended ________________

2. _______________________
Started ______________
Ended ________________

3. _______________________
Started ______________
Ended ________________

4. _______________________
Started ______________
Ended ________________

5. _______________________
Started ______________
Ended ________________

B.  Record all data for each website or other source from where you got information for A.   

	Subject or title of work
	Author
	Date Published or Modified
	Page Number(s)
	URL  (if it’s a website)
	Date Visited

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


C.  After you group has compared and shared this information, write down what you will specifically research for homework for next class: 
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Group Members: ________________________________________

Region: _____________________
GROUP Project DATA Sheet – SUBMIT 1 Per Group
Directions: Use this to help your group compile the data it will need in order to create its FACT Sheet.  A copy of this is due on 26 August by the end of class.  
A.  What are 3 – 5 main societies (empires/kingdoms/states) which the group has found existed in your region in 1450? Number each example.  

B.  Political Systems – for each society identified in A, briefly describe the kind of government it had.  Number each example

C.  Economic Systems – for each society identified in A, briefly describe the kind of economic system it had.  Number each example.

D.  Social Systems – for each society identified in A, briefly describe the kind of social system(s) it had and how were women treated within that society.  Number each example.  

The World in 1450 Project Rubric

Region: __________
Group Members: ______________________
	
	Developing
	Needs Improvement
	Adequate
	Meets Expectations
	Exceeds Expectations

	Fact Sheet
	Lacking 2 or more requirements; simplistic treatment of all three themes; not much evidence to support generalizations; generalizations missing or poorly constructed
	Lacking at least 1 requirement; simplistic treatment of 2 or more themes; generalizations given for each theme but are underdeveloped; little relevant evidence provided to support many of the generalizations
	Minimum requirements met; simplistic treatment of 1 theme; most generalizations given are developed; 1 or more are lacking support; some relevant evidence provided
	Requirements met; good treatment for each theme; at least 3 generalizations for each theme and almost all of these generalizations contain relevant support evidence or examples from the given region. 
	Requirement exceeded; exceptional treatment for each theme; at least 3 clear and specific generalizations are provided for each theme; all evidence or examples used are relevant

	Presentation
	PPT was incomplete or missing several slides; slides contained too little or too much text; only 1 group member was able to explain how the evidence given supports the generalizations on the slide show; simplistic treatment of the subject; group mostly read from each slide
	PPT was missing between 1-2 slides; 1 or more slides contained too little or too much text; a few group members were able to explain adequately the relationship between some evidence and some generalizations given by the group; some reading of some slides by some in the group
	PPT contained all slides; majority of slides were adequate for the presentation; all group members were able to explain to some extent the relationship between the examples and the generalizations given by the group; minimal reading of slides by 1 member of the group
	PPT contained all slides; all slides were more than adequate for the presentation; all group members were able to explain to a great extent the relationship between most examples given and the generalizations given by the group; almost no reading of slides or of detailed presentation notes by group
	PPT contained all slides and all slides were well crafted for the presentation; all group members were able to successfully relate all examples given to each generalization; no reading of any slides by any in the group or of detailed presentation notes

	Map
	No map submitted; simplistic treatment of the map; lacking major details from the region; no legend included with map; 1 or more of the included societies are not accurate for the region
	Map contains some of the required information; not very clear or detailed; some simplistic treatment of the region; legend included but is incomplete; few inaccuracies 
	Map contains the minimum required information; mostly clear and has some detail; few inaccuracies
	Map contains more than the minimum information; very few inaccuracies; at least one issue with the map legend
	Map is near, clear and colorful; legend is easy to read and see applied on the map; no inaccuracies to be found anywhere on the map

	Bibliography
	Format was incorrect; at least one entry was out of alphabetical order; 1 or more missing sources; did not meet all requirements for the page; no bibliography submitted
	Format was correct but at least one entry was incompletely done and or out of order; met minimum requirements for number of sources
	Format was correctly done and there were 3 sources listed in addition to the textbook as being used on the bibliography
	Format correctly done and there were between 3-4 different sources listed as being used on the bibliography
	Format correctly done and there between 5-8 sources accurately listed as being used on the bibliography


Notes: 
