Modern US History







Date: ____________

Mr. Greer

Use the APPARTS skill to analyze the following passage from The Jungle, written by Upton Sinclair in 1906.  Sinclair was a famous Muckraker during the Gilded Age.  Paste this in your notebook.   


“There was never the least attention paid to what was cut up for sausage.  There would


be meat that had tumbled out onto the floor, in the dirt and sawdust, where the workers 


tramped and spit uncounted billions of germs.  There would be meat stored in great piles 


in rooms, and water from leaky roofs would drip over it, and thousands of rats would 


race around on it.  It was too dark in these storage spaces to see well, but a man could 


run his hand over these piles of meat and sweep off handfuls of the dried dung of rats.


These rats were nuisances, and the packers would put poisoned bread out for them; they


would die and then the rats, bread and meat would go into the hoppers together.  This 


is no fairy story, and no joke.  These were things that went into the sausage in comparison


with which a poisoned rat was a tidbit.”
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