Modern US History ’09-‘10
The 1920’s Jigsaw Group Activity

The 1920’s in the United States were a very interesting time of growth as well as a return to more conservative ways domestically and in foreign affairs.  In one sense, developments in the 1920’s directly led to the Great Depression of the 1930’s and even contributed to the start of World War II.   It was indeed a critical period in the U.S. History that must be understood in order to understand later developments in United States history in the latter half of the 20th Century.  
Activity Procedures:

1. Each student will be placed in a Learning Group of 4 members.  

2. Then each student in that group will be assigned an area of interest related to the United States during the 1920’s.  You task is to become an expert on that topic because you will teach it to your Learning Group mates.  
3. Students with the same topic will meet in an Expert Group to learn about it, answer the questions posed, discuss ways to teach it, and identify how/why it is significant in US History.

4. Then the Learning Groups will meet so that each student can teach their topic: all students must take notes in their notebook and each area must be clearly marked in their notes.  
5. Then each student will take a quiz on the 4 areas so that individual and group learning is evaluated.  

6. Each Learning Group’s overall score will be tallied; the learning group with the highest overall score will earn 5 extra points for the next unit test.  Also each topic area will be evaluated within this quiz.  The topic that earns the most correct answers of all students will cause those members of that expert group to earn an additional 5 extra points on the next unit test.  

Activity Resources:
Students can find some information for each question in their topic area in their text books in Ch 26 and Ch 27.  As well, students are expected to do more research at home as part of their homework on this activity.  

1920’s Topic Areas that will be contained on the 1920s Quiz and later on the Unit 4 Test:
Area #1 – Politics and Government

A) The Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover Administrations

B) The Harding scandals and the Bonus Bill veto

C) The effects of the 19th Amendment on society

D) Hoover and the Hawley-Smoot Tariff

Area #2 – Economics

A) The agricultural problem and labor unrest 

B) Growth of mass production

C) Influence of Henry Ford on business practices

D) Examples of innovation and prosperity (automobiles)

Area #3 – Cultural Developments and Clashes
A) Red Scare and Palmer Raids

B) Immigration restrictions contrasted with the “Golden Door” 

C) Traditional moral values verses modernists (Prohibition, Scopes Trial)

D) New woman verses traditional Victorian values

E) Haarlem Renaissance and race relations

Area #4 – Diplomacy and Foreign Relations

A) U.S. role in disarmament conferences

B) Dawes and Young Plans for reparations

C) Relations with Mexico and Latin America

D) Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact

E) Hoover-Stimson Doctrine 
Expert Group:  Area #1 – Politics and Government

A) The Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover Administrations

B) The Harding scandals and the Bonus Bill veto

C) The effects of the 19th Amendment on society

D) Hoover and the Hawley-Smoot Tariff

Directions:

You will review A-D using your textbook and other in-class and outside of class resources to compile data.  Be able to tell 2-3 points for each and 1-2 significant results for each in your presentation to your Learning Group.  As well, your focus will be on domestic politics and governance – NOT foreign policy in any of the administrations in A (for example).   You may share information with your expert group mates but each of you will do your own teaching to your learning group when the time comes.  

Expert Group:  Area #2 – Economics
A) The agricultural problem and labor unrest 

B) Growth of mass production

C) Influence of Henry Ford on business practices

D) Examples of innovation and prosperity (automobiles)

Directions:

You will review A-D using your textbook and other in-class and outside of class resources to compile data.  Be able to tell 2-3 points for each sub topic and 1-2 significant results for each in your presentation to your Learning Group.  As well, your focus will be on domestic economics– NOT foreign economic policy.  You may share information with your expert group mates but each of you will do your own teaching to your learning group when the time comes.  

Expert Group: Area #3 – Cultural Developments and Clashes
A) Red Scare and Palmer Raids

B) Immigration restrictions contrasted with the “Golden Door” 

C) Traditional moral values verses modernists (Prohibition, Scopes Trial)

D) New woman verses traditional Victorian values

E) Haarlem Renaissance and race relations in the 1920s

Directions:

You will review A-E using your textbook and other in-class and outside of class resources to compile data.  Be able to explain 2-3 points for each sub topic and 1-2 significant results for each in your presentation to your Learning Group.  As well, your focus will be on clash between developments in the 1920s with earlier periods of US History as in the Gilded Age.  You may share information with your expert group mates but each of you will do your own teaching to your learning group when the time comes.  

Expert Group: Area #4 – Diplomacy and Foreign Relations

A) U.S. role in disarmament conferences (what were these conferences and their results)

B) Dawes and Young Plans for reparations

C) Relations with Mexico and Latin America

D) Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact

E) Hoover-Stimson Doctrine 

Directions:

You will review A-E using your textbook and other in-class and outside of class resources to compile data.  Be able to explain 2-3 points for each sub topic and 1-2 significant results for each in your presentation to your Learning Group.  As well, your focus will be on foreign relations and diplomacy – not domestic affairs.  You may share information with your expert group mates but each of you will do your own teaching to your learning group when the time comes.  

