Modern US History








Name: ____________

Territorial Acquisition Project


30 Points 
Overview

One aspect of the United States rise to dominance in the 20th Century was its expansion during the 19th Century.  As it expanded it gained territories that helped it in many different ways (natural resources, overseas naval bases are but two results) In this individual project you will chart this rise by studying the territorial acquisitions of the United States in the period 1865 to 1901.

The Project
Working with 2 partners (not ones you worked with in the previous project), each group will create the following: 
A. Territorial Acquisition Map + Thesis

10 Points (Map 5pts + Thesis 5pts)
· It must be a world outline map – no political boundaries should be shown on it – see the file on Mr. Greer’s website for an electronic copy or can be hand-drawn.
· All territorial acquisitions from the period are to be shown on it; include a key/legend for neatness. 
· The map should have a title which includes dates.  Any sources consulted in the creation of the map should be included in your bibliography.  
· At the bottom of the map write a thesis paragraph that addresses the following prompt: “In the latter half of the 19th Century, the United States’ foreign policy was primarily focused on the Caribbean.”  Assess the validity of that statement.  This thesis MUST be typed, not handwritten (at the last moment for example). 
· It must be contained on regular A4 sized paper – no other size is allowed.  

B.  Territory Status Chart + Thesis

15 Points (Chart 10 pts + Thesis 5 pts) 
· Create a 3 column chart that has the following headings: 
	Name of Territory
	Date of Acquisition by the U.S.
	How has the territory’s status changed since acquisition?



	
	
	This last heading might need a wider column because you’ll write sentences to answer the question for each acquisition.  


· In the “How has status changed…” column include relevant political information (laws passed about the governing of the territory, dates for changes in the status of the territory or became a protectorate, or an independent state, dates of independence?) 

· The chart must be typed, not handwritten, on A4 size paper.  

· At the bottom/conclusion of your chart write a thesis paragraph which addresses the following prompt: Compare and contrast United States territories acquired in two regions from 1865 to 1901 with regard to political and economic development.  This thesis must also be typed, not handwritten.  
C .  Annotated Bibliography Page


5 Points
· At least 3 sources were actually used to help create both the map and chart-MLA format (no text or encyclopedia). Because it’s an annotated bibliography page it means that you will need to summarize in a paragraph under each entry as to what information it provided and where this information was used in the project.  This must also be typed, not handwritten.  
D.  Cover Sheet
· Attach all required documents behind this cover sheet – missing cover sheet = 10% deduction of overall mark
Due Dates: Block B and D  - Tuesday, 13 December at the beginning of class
Deductions:

_____
Turned in one calendar day late -15% of final grade

_____
Turned in two calendar days late -30% of final grade

_____
Missing bibliography for sources used to complete the map and chart.  – 100% of grade
_____
Missing any annotations for any of the entries in the project bibliography – 50% of mark 

_____
Handwritten parts (except for the map) or entries or additions to entries – 30% of mark
