Modern US History






Name: ________
Unit 3: Imperialism and War 1850-1920

Directions:  Write an essay for the following prompt and submit it to turnitin.com before 8:00am on the due date.  Bring a hard copy with this rubric to next class.  As this is NOT a research paper, it should contain no more that 15% similarity to other sources.  More than 15% means that it will suffer a 50% deduction of the grade you earn.   
“The Spanish-American war was justified because the United States acted to liberate the Cuban and Philippine people from foreign oppression.”   Analyze the validity of this statement.  
90-100% Essay


· Contains a clear, well-developed thesis that directly addresses the essay prompt with categories of analysis or comparison.  

· Develops arguments or comparisons with substantial and specific relevant historical information for all parts.  

· Develops all parts of the question; this might be uneven.  
· Provides effective analysis of the thesis relevant to the prompt.  

· May contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall quality of the essay

· Is well organized and well written. 

80-90% Essay


· Contains a thesis that partially addresses the question and might contain 1-2 categories of comparison or of analysis.
· Develops the argument with substantial and specific relevant historical information for some parts.

· Develops some parts of the question; this might be uneven.  

· Provides some effective analysis to justify the thesis in explaining why.  

· May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay.  

· Is organized and has understandable writing.  

70-80% Essay 


· Contains a confused or unfocused thesis that states a position; is more than a simple restatement of the question.  
· Provides some relevant and specific historical information for the essay.   
· Provides some analysis to justify the thesis in explaining why.
· Clearly only develops one part of the question.  
· May contain a major error (not several) that interrupt comprehension

· Basic organization observed; writing is comprehended 

60-70% Essay
18-20pts 
· Simply restates the question without providing a position.

· Provides minimal relevant historical information.
· Provides minimal analysis or argumentation. 

· Only minimally develops one part in the essay  

· Contains major errors that interrupt comprehension

· May be poorly organized and or poorly written

50% and Below Essay
 17pts and below
· No thesis is provided

· Essay is only a simple summary of several events – no clear argument or direct comparisons provided.

· No relevant historical information given.  

· No analysis to justify why given; simplistic treatment of topic.   
· Little to no organization or development.  
0% Essay  
· Essay prompt was not addressed. 






