Modern US History
Argumentative Sample Essay #1

Directions: Using your essay rubric, evaluate this sample essay assigning it an overall grade out of 10 points.  Write a brief summary to justify the grade you said it earned. 


A body cannot function without veins, pumping blood and nutrients to the rest of the body.  Similarly, railroads were an indispensable part of American Industrialization.  Industrialization was a process that was facilitated by many different things, the key, however, was the railroad.  Railroads allowed fast transportation of goods and people across the United States; also, railroads encouraged western expansion and allowed cities and agriculture to develop. 


For any industrialized society, transportation is a necessity.  As railroads began to connect farm to cities, agricultural growing points to shipping points, the young American economy boomed.  The Bessemer process was undoubtedly invaluable to the importance of railroads and American industrialization.  Once rail was made much cheaper, Railroads became the pinnacle of efficiency, service, and transportation at the time.  Commuters, tourists, pilgrims, the people of America utilized the railroads to their maximum capacity, making it both an industry in itself, and the base of many other industries.  Once Industries could transport and manage their goods, they were encouraged to expand, research new technology, and industrialize America. 

The first transcontinental railroad was constructed, and then completed in 1869.  Before this railroad, settlers had a difficult time in the west, as it was close to impossible to grow all of ones own goods.  At the time before the railroad, once the supplies settlers had taken with them were finished, there was no way or replenishing their supplies.  The Railroads enabled people to move far to the west, and give America access to all the numerous resources available only in the West.  Railroads were connecting people all over America with the resources they needed; in addition, they were connecting western famers with outlets for their goods, while also contributing to the American Industry of Exportation that grew exponentially in the time following the net of railroads that began to come up all over America.  

A man needs to find work, but in his own small town he is unable to find anything sustainable.  Railroads provided a solution for many Americans that could now commute to big cities during the day or during the week.  Commuters also helped a process called urbanization; the movement of people from the suburbs and farmlands into the city.  Railroads gave Americans the ability to create many cities along the west.  These cities were places of opportunity and technology.  Having a connected net of cities gave each city unlimited resources, man power, diversity, and ultimately industrialization. 


Railroads were likely the most important part of American Industrialization; they were the connecting factors between the supplier and the dealer, the veins that pumped the blood or resources and information through the American economy.

Go back through your rubric looking for each criteria and determine how the student did for that.  After determining how they did look at all the points you have circled and determine an overall grade for this essay.  Be prepared to justify why this person earned that mark according to your assessment. 
