Modern US History ’11-‘12
3rd Quarter Research Paper Project

Overview

Research is a critical skill in which students must practice in order to do well.  During the 3rd Quarter, students will apply the research skills they have developed in Modern U.S. History to conduct original research and use that research to help them write a paper about a topic from US History.  Each student will write their own research paper and this will constitute the main project for this quarter.  The final draft is worth 20% of your 3rd quarter mark.  
The Individual in United States History: Actions and Legacies

The theme for this paper is The Individual in U.S. History: Actions and Legacies.  A combination of the right person at the right time in history has powerful outcomes which can be both inspiring and catastrophic as illustrated by the lives of such figures such as George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Rachel Carson, Cesar Chavez, Jane Adams, or Jacob Riis.  

Inspirational individuals ask difficult questions of society and themselves and believe passionately in an issue.  Examples of individuals that cared deeply about a cause include Eleanor Roosevelt in her quest for human rights and Walter Reed in his quest for a cure for yellow fever.   Individuals who were activists, scientists, or artists that followed their passion and focused their life’s work eventually became a catalyst for events to unfold in U.S. History.  In each case the decisions and the route that the individual followed ignited a change.  How did each contribute to a larger event or movement that changed U.S. History? 

In individuals you will chose may illustrate important values, such as the courage in the face of great opposition or in striking out in a new direction; selflessness in helping others during a time of disaster; ingenuity in founding or building an institution; patriotism in time of national crisis; or leadership in a cooperative effort to protect human rights or improve the community.

In 1789 George Washington was the individual unanimously selected to be the first President of the United States.  Why?  How did his presidency impact the new nation?  In 1962 Rachel Carson wrote Silent Spring, a book associated with the launch of the environmentalist movement in the United States. Carson wrote about insecticides when few people were aware of the danger.  How did she eventually gain the attention of so many?  What impact did her book have on U.S. History? 

History and the story of individuals and groups of individuals cannot be separated.  One person does not stand alone, isolated in time, but is a product of the events and the people that came before and those who were influenced by history.  Susan B. Anthony was influenced by her environment and her historical context as she was born into a large family of abolitionists.  Her deep religious upbringing and her passion for equality brought about change for women.  Anthony and her desire for equality were preceded by the abolitionist movement and women like Sojourner Truth who spoke out for equal rights.  Elizabeth Cady Stanton joined and worked alongside Anthony and both were followed in the fight for equal rights by suffragettes like Alice Paul.  Each woman persevered in her belief and followed a different path to the same goal, the 19th Amendment.  In what way did each individual’s efforts eventually lead to a change in the social and legal status for women?  

Whether the individual was a diplomat, politician, or an everyday person, the plight of the individual affects us all.  The individual is the force behind history.  How does an individual’s actions impact history? Events that have impacted history are often associated with an individual or a group of individuals with the same goal.  

Students should remember that understanding time and place are crucial to examining an individual’s role in history.  Sometimes the individual is a catalyst for the events examined. In 1947 Jackie Robinson broke through the racial barrier to become the first black baseball player to play in the major leagues.  Why was this possible in 1947?  He had been playing baseball for years before 1947.  So why didn’t this happen in 1936 or 1940?  What obstacles did he face before and after he signed with the Los Angeles Dodgers? How did his example set a precedent for other athletes in other sports?  

The history of science and technology as they affect United States history represents another fascinating area of study.  You might investigate not only the effect of an individual on scientific knowledge, technological development, and societal change, but also the impact of science and technology on the individual.  In what way did the invention of the cotton gin’s affect slaves in the southern states in the U.S.?  What impact did this invention have on U.S. History?  What were the consequences of the development of this invention in the U.S.?
Can art influence history?  You might examine the influence photography or political cartoons have had on U.S. History.  How did Mathew Brady’s Civil War photographs inform and influence the nation’s perception of war between the North and South or how did Thomas Nast’s cartoons influence public opinion about political corruption and political machines in New York City in the late 1800s?   You might look for Lewis Hine’s photos of child labor leading to the Keating-Owen Act or Dorthea Lange’s famous photographs of the migrants during the Dust Bowl in the 1930s.

Research Paper Focus
Keep in mind that you must, when working within the theme of the individual and their actions, move beyond simple biographies and descriptions of specific people or events to demonstrate how that person’s actions had an impact on later U.S. History. The key to a good historical study is an examination of cause and effect and change over time.  Think about trying to answer the following question: What is the legacy of ___ in United States History?  Therefore the focus of your paper should be how the individual IMPACTED one or more aspects of later United States History.  This means that it should focus on U.S. AFTER the individual lived or completed the majority of his/her work.  
Research Expectations for this Project
This project takes place over 6 weeks and, therefore, the expectation is that students will spend at least as much time out of class as in class doing research on the internet, in the school library after school, and elsewhere as in class.  Four (4) classes will be provided to students to conduct research in class and in the school library. That’s about 6 hours of in-class research time - only a portion of the recommended time each student should really spend researching, organizing, and writing, and editing their research paper.  Students are expected to spend at least that much time, 6 hours, researching their topic outside of class.  In the past former students who have earned the highest marks on this assignment have reported spending 10 or more hours of research outside of class in completion of this project.  
The school library is open to 4:30 each day to continue researching unless otherwise posted and there is a late bus each day.  As well, all the books found for this project will be maintained on a cart in the library so students with related topics will be able to share limited print resources found in the library.   Lastly, students can reference the research page on Mr. Greer’s website.  There are links to several U.S. History websites to help students find more information about their topics.    
The Individual in U.S. History Sample Topics

The following is a list of individuals for possible research topics that may be considered for your research paper.  It is not inclusive but provides a starting point to begin brainstorming ideas for identifying the topic of your project.  Research topics that can be considered must be on U.S History between 1607 and 1990 except no Captains of Industry or other research paper samples shown can be selected.      

1607-1800

1. John Smith: Leadership and Survival in Jamestown
2. John Rothe: Tobacco in Virginia 

3. William Bradford: Puritan Leader

4. Alexander Hamilton: Federalists Papers
5. Eli Whitney: Invention of Cotton Gin
6. Thomas Jefferson: Election of 1800
1801-1850

7. Henry Clay: The American System

8. John Q. Adams: The Smithsonian Institution

9. Nat Turner’s Rebellion: Leadership and Rebellion

10. William Lloyd Garrison: The Liberator

11. Henry Thoreau: Resistance to the Mexican War
12. John C. Calhoun: Nullification Crisis
1851-1900

13. Harriet Beecher Stowe: Uncle Tom’s Cabin
14. Commodore Mathew Perry: Opening of Japan

15. Dorothea Dix: Advocate for the Mentally Ill
16. John Brown: Harper’s Ferry
17. Robert E. Lee: Decision to Resign his U.S. Army Commission

18. George Washington Carver: Scientific Discoveries
19. Elizabeth Blackwell: The First Woman Doctor

20. Chief Joseph: Resistance to Reservations

21. Booker T. Washington: The Role of African Americans
22. Theodore Roosevelt: Spanish American War
1901-1950

23. Upton Sinclair: The Jungle
24. James Naismith: Inventor of Basketball

25. Jane Adams: Hull House

26. John Muir: Sierra Club

27. Woodrow Wilson: Decision to Enter World War I

28. Langston Hughes: Haarlem Renaissance

29. Philip Randolph: Brotherhood of Pullman Porters
30. Charles Houston: Legal Council for NAACP
31. Dorothea Lange: Images of the Japanese Internment Camps

32. Henry Ford: Developing the assembly line
33. Robert Oppenheimer: Creating the Atom Bomb

34. Harry Truman: Dropping the Atom Bomb 

35. Eleanor Roosevelt: The Human Rights Convention

36. Jackie Robinson: Breaking the Color Barrier in Baseball

1951-1990

37. Elvis: Age of Rock and Roll

38. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr: Civil Rights Advocate

39. Rachel Carson: Silent Spring
40. Gloria Steinem: National Women’s Political Caucus 
41. Lyndon Johnson: Decision to Send Troops to Vietnam
42. Ernesto Miranda: Protection of the 5th Amendment
43. James Meredith: University of Mississippi

44. Jimmy Carter: Decision to Boycott 1980 Olympics
45. Ronald Regan: Star Wars Initiative

Modern US History Research Paper Requirements

	1. Length of Paper
	Five (5) to seven (7) pages of typed text.  The title page, works cited page(s), and any images used in the paper are not considered part of this length requirement.



	2. Text Font, Size, Spacing, 

     and Margins

· use the same font and size text throughout your paper


	Choose one (1) Font: 

New Times Roman Bookman

Calibri

Book Antigua

Calisto MT
	Font Size: 12 Point

	
	
	Spacing: Double Space

	
	
	Margins: 

1 inch (2.5 cm) on all 4 sides

	3. Title Page
	All of the following should be included: 

Name, Title of Paper, Date of Submission, Course, Course Instructor
· NO images please

	4. Works Cited Page

· also known as the paper bibliography page


	MLA format – there are several internet websites to consult on how to cite sources used in your paper.  Do not bullet point or number your entries, nor should you organize entries into print/non-print, primary/secondary, or text/image sources. 
	All sources in the Works Cited page must also be cited AT LEAST ONCE in the text of your paper using parenthetical citations.  

	5. Sources Used

· NO Encyclopedias or the course textbook 
	A minimum of six (6) different sources must be used (in-text citations for each) in the paper.  

· At least three (3) sources must come from print or online print sources (see Mr. Greer about any online print sources to gain permission to use them as a print source)
· At least one (1) source must be an image: picture, political cartoon, statistical chart, or other.  This means that the image will need to referenced within the text, locating the image near its in-text citation.  Don’t simply paste a nice picture but not “use” it in your paper. 
· At least three (3) of the sources must be primary sources; effective research papers typically have a good balance of both primary and secondary sources.  See the included page on primary and secondary sources for a more detailed description of these. 
· Other sources that could be used include non-print sources: documentary, political cartoons, statistics, feature film, TV news report, surveys, or personal interview  (i.e. an email from an author of a book on your individual to whom you had posed some specific questions)


	5a. Examples of 

      Encyclopedias


	Examples of encyclopedias from a book or online that may NOT be used as actual sources in your paper:

· If you are not sure, it is your responsibility to clear your usage of the source with Mr. Greer before the final draft is due.  
Wikipedia                           Infoplease

Britannica                           Ask  Jeeves.com

World Book                        Spartacus. Schoolnet.uk 

MSN Encarta                     Sparknotes.com 

Grolier Online                   Answers.com 

CWanswers. Com             Cliff Notes
Indopedia                                   * this list is NOT INCLUSIVE

	6. ONLY Paraphrasing 

    Allowed
· Phrases consisting of 1 to 2 words with quotation marks are allowed
	It is expected that students will paraphrase all researched information used in their research paper.  This means that NO direct quotes may be used AT ALL in any part of your research paper.  

· It is a good idea, when researching, to paraphrase the main point being discussed rather than write a direct quote from a source in your notes. 

· If any part has been directly quoted then the paper will be returned and late consequences will take effect. 

	7. Parenthetical Citations

· Also known as in-text citations 
                     Examples: 
	Each time information from a source is included in the text, a parenthetical citation must also be present at the end of the paraphrase, image, or other information.  This gives credit for the idea used to the author.   Missing in-text cites will result in a grade of zero for the final research paper.  Having the source listed in the works cited page but not also correctly in-text cited is not acceptable.


	
	“President Roosevelt’s action to attempt to pack the Supreme Court backfired on his legislative agenda in Congress in 1936 (Smith, 124).  This shows that Roosevelt…”

“According to Dr. William Smith, from his scholarly work entitled Roosevelt: The Greatest President, President Roosevelt’s action to attempt to pack the Supreme Court backfired on his legislative agenda in Congress in 1936 (124).  This shows that Roosevelt….”

	8. Turnitin.com
	Students are encouraged to begin submitting their research paper from 29 January and are able to overwrite their current draft until the final due date.  

· This means that you can begin checking on the similarity report early on in the research paper writing process.  
· Frequent submissions and revisions to turnitin.com are encouraged so you can work on accurate and original paraphrasing.

· Students should have a similarity report of 20% or less on their final draft excluding the works cited page.  If it has more than 20% the final draft will be returned for additional revisions and late consequences will be incurred.  


	9. Electronic File 
    Requirements for 
    Your Research Paper
	· The entire paper (including the title and works cited pages) should be submitted as a single file.  
· Students are required to submit their paper in Word (not as a .pdf or Word Pad doc for instance) and it must download and open left side aligned.  
· Also saved files must have standardized file titles.  The standardized file name should be:  
· Student Last Name_Individual Last Name _Version of Draft.
Greer Kennedy 2nd Draft.doc       

Smith_Parks_Final Draft.doc
             *put a space or underscore between each part of the file title 

· If directions are not followed for #1 as explained, the paper will be returned to the student and late consequences will apply until submitted correctly.  For #2 the final draft will not be officially “evaluated” until the title and subject of your file says “Final Draft” on turnitin.com.  

	10. Running Footer
	Please include a footer on each page that contains your last name, title of the paper, and page number.  This will include the title and Works Cited pages too (as they are all part of a single file to be submitted).   If this is missing on the final draft, the paper will be returned and late consequences will apply.  


* There will be a quiz on project requirements on Tuesday, 31 January 2012
Project Due Dates:  Jan-March 2012  
	Date
	What?
	Assessment
	Points

	16 January 
	Topic Selection Sheet
	HW - Completion
	10 pts

	
	Parent/Student Notification Sheet
	HW - Completion
	10 pts

	2 February
	**Research Update #1 (due at the beginning of class) 
	CW - Completion
	10 pts

	6 February
	**Research Update #2 (due by end of class) 
	CW – Completion
	10 pts

	8 February
	**Research Update #3 (due by end of class)
	CW – Completion
	10 pts

	16 February
	**Research Update #4 (due by end of class)
	CW – Completion
	10 pts

	20 February
	1st Draft Due  

· submit to turnitin.com before 8am and bring a hard copy to class for peer editing
· make sure to title your submission “1st Draft”
	Project – Completion
	20 pts

	26 February
	2nd Draft Due 

· submit to turntin.com before 8am and bring a hard copy to class for peer editing
· make sure to title your submission “2nd Draft”
	Project – Completion
	20 pts

	4 March 
	Final Draft Due for BOTH BLOCKS 
· make sure to title your submission “Final Draft”

· there is NO SCHOOL today so your final draft is due to turnitin.com by or before 8:00 PM tonight.   
	Project – Rubric
	100 pts

	6 March 
	**Project Self-Assessment 
	CW – Completion
	10 pts


**if absent from class on day this work is due, download the WS from the class website, complete it and email before next time class meets. 

Research Paper Draft Requirements 2011-2012
	1st Draft 

· submit to turnitin.com before 8am and bring a hard copy to class for peer editing

· make sure to “save as” the title of your electronic file as “1st Draft” along with the other parts of the required title
	· At least 4 full pages of text not counting the title page, works cited page, or any images used in the paper.

· Title page

· Works Cited page which includes at least three (3) sources

· One of the sources may or may not include an image. 


	20 pts

Checked for Completion

	2nd Draft 

· submit to turntin.com before 8am and bring a hard copy to class for peer editing

· make sure to “save as” the title of your electronic file as “2nd Draft” along with the other parts of the required title
	· At least 5 full pages of text not counting the title page, works cited page, or any images used in the paper.

· Title page

· Works Cited page which includes at least six (6) sources – three (3) of which must be primary sources.

· At least one (1) image - political cartoon, graphic, actual photo - is used in the body of the paper and properly in-text and cited in the Works Cited page of your paper. 


	20 pts
Checked for Completion

	Final Draft 

· make sure to “save as” the title of your electronic file as “Final Draft” along with the other parts of the required title 
· submit by 8pm to turnitin on Sunday, 4 March 
	· Five (5) to seven (7) pages of typed text.  The title page, works cited page(s), and any images used in the paper are not considered part of this length requirement.
· Title Page

· Works Cited Page(s)

· At least six (6) sources – three (3) of which must be primary sources

· Use at least one (1) image as one of the six sources

	100 pts

Evaluated using the project rubric

	For ALL Drafts

· use the same font and size text throughout your paper


	Use one (1) of the following fonts: 

New Times Roman 

Bookman

Calibri

Book Antigua

Calisto MT
	Font Size: 

12 Point

	
	
	Spacing: 
Double Space

	
	
	Margins: 

1 inch (2.5 cm) on all 4 sides


Guidelines for Works Cited Page
1.  Works Cited page is on a separate page.

2.  Works Cited are always listed in alphabetical order without regard to the kind of source it is.
3.  All sources in the Works Cited Page must be cited within your research paper; ones not used should not be cited.

Every Work Cited Includes:

1. Author, title, publisher, date, pages numbers

2. There is a period after each

Format for Author

1. author or authors or publisher of Web page if no creator listed

2. There is always an author to a Web site

3. Website author can be organization that created it

4. Magazines articles sometimes have no author, but NOT USUALLY

Format for Works Cited – Title

1. After the author is the title

2. There is always a title; it is either in the section of the website or the title of the website, only if there are no 

     sections

3. Title is first for newspaper or magazines with no author.

Format for Works Cited – Source

1. Sometimes the source is within another work, not independent like a book. List the “source of your source,” a 

    website, an anthology, magazine or newspaper, an on-line journal, etc.

Format for Works Cited – Publisher

1. After author, article, title is the publisher.

2. There is always a publisher, works don’t print or post themselves.

3. The publisher may be the title of the website.

Format for Works Cited – Location

1. For books and magazines, there is always a location for the publisher, a city or state or country.

2. For websites, there may not be a physical location.

3. The city is listed before the publisher name. London: Harpers.

Formation for Works Cited – Date Published

1. After publisher, always type a date of publication or posting.

2. Websites date are at the bottom of page, if you have looked carefully and absolutely and cannot find a date, use the current day, month and year.

Format for Works Cited – Date for Websites

1. For websites, after you write the date of publication, follow it with the date that you looked at the website.

    Example – US History Today. 18 Jan 08. 18 Jan 08. (in the example, no date is posted on the website, so 


you use the date you saw it) 

Format for Works Cited – Date on Reprints

1. If a book as an original and reprint date, type the original date right after the title and the reprint date after the publisher.

2. After each section of a works cited entry, there is a period.

Format for Works Cited – Pages where you found the information

1. Add the page numbers of any:


a) book 


b) magazine


c) newspaper


d) large website with page numbers

**All works in Works Cited must be cited in your paper; do not use Citation Machine for your works cited page entries.  
Parenthetical (in-text) Citations

1. Nearly every paragraph should have at least one citation

2. In text citations are (Author, Page #s)  -  …….. (Smith, 1-2). 

3. Citations are at the end of the sentence, before the period.
4. A source listed in your Works Cited page and used in your paper, but not correctly in-text cited, constitutes 

    an instance of plagiarism. 
Images Added

1.  Space taken for images or graphics does NOT count toward paper length.

Spacing and More

1. A 5 page paper with one ½ page image and two ¼ page images is a 4 page paper, not five. A 5 page paper with 4 full pages of text and fifth page of 1/2 or 2/3 page of text counts as only 4 full pages.  

2. A page is counted as “full page” if the text goes all the way to the bottom margin and not with text only ½ page or 2/3 of page long.  

3. Do not try to multi-space before and after images as spaces never count as text.

4.  Begin your first line of your first paragraph on the first line of the paper. Don’t tab down halfway on the page or a 1/3 of the way down to start.  Same instructions apply to the first page of your paper after the title page. Don’t rewrite any of the information on the title page onto your 1st essay paper page.  That’s being redundant and really does not help the length of your paper. 
Questions?

1st reread these guidelines and requirements in this packet before you ask questions.  Your question might already have an answer here.

2. ask a student

3. ask your teacher

4. check the internet

Modern US History

Research Paper Project Rubric
  100 Points         Name: _________
	
	Unacceptable
0-59%
	Needs Improvement
60-70%
	Adequate
70-80%
	Good
80-90%
	Excellent
90-100%

	Academic Integrity
	Paper is plagiarized, or borrows heavily or completely from other sources without crediting them or uses decoy sources.  This constitutes an automatic zero. 
	Paper consistently fails to attribute ideas, language, and graphics to original source or does so in a non-standard format, but without intent to plagiarize.  
	Paper inconsistently attributes ideas, language, and graphics to original sources, at times in a non-standard format.
	Paper consistently attributes ideas, language, and graphics to the original sources in a standard format with few errors.
	Research paper always legally and ethically attributes ideas, languages, and graphics to the original source in a standard format with no errors.

	Thesis &

Argument
	Paper contains a random array of facts, many of which are inaccurate, with no apparent relationship among them. Mostly a summary of the topic without linking it to the topic of the assignment.  
	Paper simply restates the assignment question in the introduction, then is mainly a retelling of the basic factual narrative with only a passing explanation of how events fit together into a coherent whole.  
	Paper has a general thesis that superficially answers the assignment, but only indirectly explains how and why the issues it includes are significant.   
	Paper has clear thesis that is appropriate to the assignment and is consistently made, but is based more on information taken from research found than from original thought.
	Research paper has clear, original, and compelling thesis that is appropriate to the assignment and is consistently and exclusively made from the introduction to the conclusion. 

	Factual Examples and Evidence
	Paper contains very little to no evidence, either factual or analytical to support its claims (assertions).  It also contains one or more instances of direct quotes of more than 2-3 words.  It does not also contain a graphic or does not “use” the graphic.  It does not use any primary sources in the paper.  
	Paper contains little direct proof for its claims (assertions) relies mostly on synopses of events as its evidence base, and only lists a few of the relevant and available primary sources for a given issue.
	Paper contains direct proof for most of its claims, but provides predominantly factual examples, with limited use of available primary sources and inadequate analysis of them.  The number of sources required meets minimum requirements.  
	Essay contains direct proof for each of its claims, though the balance slightly favors factual examples over analytical evidence.  It also favors secondary over primary sources. The number of sources included surpasses the minimum requirements.  
	Research paper contains direct proof for each of its claims (assertions), using both factual examples (what occurred) and analytical evidence (appropriate interpretations of relevant and credible primary and secondary sources).  It balances primary and secondary sources.  The number of sources greatly surpass the required number.  

	Accuracy
	Paper is filled with grammatical, factual, and typographical errors that make the argument unclear. The works cited page contains numerous errors or is completely missing.  
	Paper contains numerous grammatical, factual, and typographical errors that consistently obscure the argument.  The works cited page contains some errors.
	Paper contains several grammatical, factual, and typographical errors that obscure the argument at times.  The works cited page contains few errors of mostly 1 or 2 different kinds.  
	Paper contains minor grammatical, factual, and typographical flaws that do not undermine the argument.  The works cited page contains few, if any errors, and only of one kind.  
	Research paper contains rare grammatical, factual, and typographical errors.  The works cited page is properly formatted following project guidelines and contains no errors.  


For the final draft to be considered “on time” it must be submitted to www.turnitin.com by the due date and time; also the title of the submission should read “final draft” or else it will not be considered to be your final draft.  
Lateness of Submission





Instances of Automatic Failure
___
late one (1) calendar day – 10% of final mark


____ Works Cited missing from final draft; or in-text cite(s)
___
late two (2) calendar days – 20%



____ 1 or more instances of plagiarism 

___
late three (3) or more calendar days – 50%
___  Use of 1 or more disallowed sources – final draft returned to be redone and late consequences (see above) will apply.    

Turnitin.com      ___   Similarity report is more than 20% - the paper will be returned and additional modifications will be required until 

    it only has 20%; late consequences (see above) will apply.  
           ___   Downloaded file opens in a non-standard format or is lacking name, title, or final draft on saved file - final draft 

                    returned to be renamed and/or reformatted and then resubmitted - late consequences (see above) will apply.      
What is Plagiarism?
Many people think of plagiarism as copying another's work, or borrowing someone else's original ideas. But terms like "copying" and "borrowing" can disguise the seriousness of the offense: 

According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, to "plagiarize" means

1. to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own

2. to use (another's production) without crediting the source

3. to commit literary theft

4. to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.

In other words, plagiarism is an act of fraud. It involves both stealing someone else's work and lying about it afterward. 

But can words and ideas really be stolen?

According to United States law, the answer is yes. The expression of original ideas is considered intellectual property, and is protected by copyright laws, just like original inventions. Almost all forms of expression fall under copyright protection as long as they are recorded in some way (such as a book or a computer file). 

All of the following are considered plagiarism:

· turning in someone else's work as your own

· copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit

· failing to put a quotation in quotation marks

· giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation

· changing words but copying the sentence structure of a source without giving credit

· copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the majority of your work, whether you give credit or not (see our section on "fair use" rules)

Most cases of plagiarism can be avoided, however, by citing sources. Simply acknowledging that certain material has been borrowed, and providing your audience with the information necessary to find that source, is usually enough to prevent plagiarism. See the section on citing sources for more information on how to cite sources properly. 

Types of Plagiarism

Anyone who has written or graded a paper knows that plagiarism is not always a black and white issue. The boundary between plagiarism and research is often unclear. Learning to recognize the various forms of plagiarism, especially the more ambiguous ones, is an important step towards effective prevention. Many people think of plagiarism as copying another's work, or borrowing someone else's original ideas. But terms like "copying" and "borrowing" can disguise the seriousness of the offense: 

Sources Not Cited

"The Ghost Writer" 

The writer turns in another's work, word-for-word, as his or her own.

"The Photocopy" 

The writer copies significant portions of text straight from a single source, without alteration.

"The Potluck Paper" 

The writer tries to disguise plagiarism by copying from several different sources, tweaking the sentences to make them fit together while retaining most of the original phrasing.

"The Poor Disguise" 

Although the writer has retained the essential content of the source, he or she has altered the paper's appearance slightly by changing key words and phrases.

"The Labor of Laziness" 

The writer takes the time to paraphrase most of the paper from other sources and make it all fit together, instead of spending the same effort on original work.

"The Self-Stealer"

The writer "borrows" generously from his or her previous work, violating policies concerning the expectation of originality adopted by most academic institutions.

Sources Cited (But Still Plagiarized)

"The Forgotten Footnote" 

The writer mentions an author's name for a source, but neglects to include specific information on the location of the material referenced. This often masks other forms of plagiarism by obscuring source locations.

"The Misinformer"

The writer provides inaccurate information regarding the sources, making it impossible to find them.

"The Too-Perfect Paraphrase"

The writer properly cites a source, but neglects to put in quotation marks text that has been copied word-for-word, or close to it. Although attributing the basic ideas to the source, the writer is falsely claiming original presentation and interpretation of the information.

"The Resourceful Citer"

The writer properly cites all sources, paraphrasing and using quotations appropriately. The catch? The paper contains almost no original work! It is sometimes difficult to spot this form of plagiarism because it looks like any other well-researched document.

"The Perfect Crime"

Well, we all know it doesn't exist. In this case, the writer properly quotes and cites sources in some places, but goes on to paraphrase other arguments from those sources without citation. This way, the writer tries to pass off the paraphrased material as his or her own analysis of the cited material.

Examples of Plagiarism 
The examples below were originally written by the writing center staff at an esteemed college; that institution has asked us to remove its name from this Web page.) The original text from Elaine Tyler May's "Myths and Realities of the American Family" reads as follows:

Because women's wages often continue to reflect the fiction that men earn the family wage, single mothers rarely earn enough to support themselves and their children adequately. And because work is still organized around the assumption that mothers stay home with children, even though few mothers can afford to do so, child-care facilities in the United States remain woefully inadequate.

Here are some possible uses of this text. As you read through each version, try to decide if it is a legitimate use of May's text or a plagiarism.

Version A:

Since women's wages often continue to reflect the mistaken notion that men are the main wage earners in the family, single mothers rarely make enough to support themselves and their children very well. Also, because work is still based on the assumption that mothers stay home with children, facilities for child care remain woefully inadequate in the United States.

Plagiarism: In Version A there is too much direct borrowing of sentence structure and wording. The writer changes some words, drops one phrase, and adds some new language, but the overall text closely resembles May's. Even with a citation, the writer is still plagiarizing because the lack of quotation marks indicates that Version A is a paraphrase, and should thus be in the writer's own language.



Version B:

As Elaine Tyler May points out, "women's wages often continue to reflect the fiction that men earn the family wage" (588). Thus many single mothers cannot support themselves and their children adequately. Furthermore, since work is based on the assumption that mothers stay home with children, facilities for day care in this country are still "woefully inadequate." (May 589).

Plagiarism: The writer now cites May, so we're closer to telling the truth about the relationship of our text to the source, but this text continues to borrow too much language.



Version C:

By and large, our economy still operates on the mistaken notion that men are the main breadwinners in the family. Thus, women continue to earn lower wages than men. This means, in effect, that many single mothers cannot earn a decent living. Furthermore, adequate day care is not available in the United States because of the mistaken assumption that mothers remain at home with their children.

Plagiarism: Version C shows good paraphrasing of wording and sentence structure, but May's original ideas are not acknowledged. Some of May's points are common knowledge (women earn less than men, many single mothers live in poverty), but May uses this common knowledge to make a specific and original point and her original conception of this idea is not acknowledged.


Version D:

Women today still earn less than men — so much less that many single mothers and their children live near or below the poverty line. Elaine Tyler May argues that this situation stems in part from "the fiction that men earn the family wage" (588). May further suggests that the American workplace still operates on the assumption that mothers with children stay home to care for them (589).

This assumption, in my opinion, does not have the force it once did. More and more businesses offer in-house day-care facilities. . . . 

No Plagiarism: The writer makes use of the common knowledge in May's work, but acknowledges May's original conclusion and does not try to pass it off as his or her own. The quotation is properly cited, as is a later paraphrase of another of May's ideas.
*source: http://www.plagiarism.org/

Primary and Secondary Sources
*What is a primary source?   

A primary source is a document or physical object which was written or created during the time under study. These sources were present during an experience or time period and offer an inside view of a particular event. Some types of primary sources include: 

· ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS (excerpts or translations acceptable): Diaries, speeches, manuscripts, letters, interviews, news film footage, autobiographies, official records 

· CREATIVE WORKS: Poetry, drama, novels, music, art 

· RELICS OR ARTIFACTS: Pottery, furniture, clothing, buildings

Examples of primary sources include: 

· Diary of Anne Frank - Experiences of a Jewish family during WWII 

· The Constitution of Canada - Canadian History 

· A journal article reporting NEW research or findings 

· Weavings and pottery - Native American history 

· Plato's Republic - Women in Ancient Greece 
What is a secondary source? 

A secondary source interprets and analyzes primary sources. These sources are one or more steps removed from the event. Secondary sources may have pictures, quotes or graphics of primary sources in them. Some types of secondary sources include: 

· PUBLICATIONS: Textbooks, magazine articles, histories, criticisms, commentaries, encyclopedias 

Examples of secondary sources include: 

· A journal/magazine article which interprets or reviews previous findings 

· A history textbook 

· A book about the effects of WWI 

Search for Primary Sources 
You can search the internet to find direct references to primary source material. 
(these are several examples of words that would identify a source as primary) 

· charters

· correspondence

· diaries

· early works

· interviews

· manuscripts

· oratory

· pamphlets

· personal narratives

· sources

· speeches

· letters

· documents
* source: http://www.princeton.edu/~refdesk/primary2.html 
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