Modern US History ’08-‘09
3rd Quarter Research Paper Project

Overview

During the 3rd Quarter, students will conduct original research and use that research to help them write a paper about a topic from US History.  Each student will write their own research paper and this will constitute the main project for this quarter.  

The Individual in United States History: Actions and Legacies

Each research topic must be related to the theme for this paper, The Individual in U.S. History: Actions and Legacies.  A combination of the right person at the right time in history has powerful outcomes which can be both inspiring and catastrophic as illustrated by the lives of such figures such as George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Rachel Carson, Cesar Chavez, Jane Adams, or Jacob Riis.  

Inspirational individuals ask difficult questions of society and themselves and believe passionately in an issue.  Examples of individuals that cared deeply about a cause include Eleanor Roosevelt in her quest for human rights and Walter Reed in his quest for a cure for yellow fever.   Individuals who were activists, scientists, or artists that followed their passion and focused their life’s work eventually became a catalyst for events to unfold in U.S. History.  In each case the decisions and the route that the individual followed ignited a change.

Many individuals in U.S. History were not famous – or infamous – and their names are lost to history.  But often, such individuals played significant roles in the course of human events: a foot soldier in the Battle of Normandy; a pioneer woman on the Oregon Trail; or a voter registration activist in Mississippi during Freedom Summer 1964.  How did each contribute to a larger event or movement that changed U.S. History? 

In individuals you will chose may illustrate important values, such as the courage in the face of great opposition or in striking out in a new direction; selflessness in helping others during a time of disaster; ingenuity in founding or building an institution; patriotism in time of national crisis; or leadership in a cooperative effort to protect human rights or improve the community.

In 1789 George Washington was the individual unanimously selected to be the first President of the United States.  Why? What traits and talent did he possess to make him a great leader?  How did he use his talents to shape his presidency and the new nation?  In 1962 Rachel Carson wrote Silent Spring, a book associated with the launch of the environmentalist movement in the United States. Carson wrote about insecticides when few people were aware of the danger.  Why did she pursue her concern when the wider audience of the nation was unconcerned with pesticides and their danger? What inner strength did she possess to persevere and make new discoveries to make people aware?  How did she eventually gain the attention of so many?  What impact did her book have on history? 

History and the story of individuals and groups of individuals cannot be separated.  One person does not stand alone, isolated in time, but is a product of the events and the people that came before and those who were influenced by history.  Susan B. Anthony was influenced by her environment and her historical context as she was born into a large family of abolitionists.  Her deep religious upbringing and her passion for equality brought about change for women.  Anthony and her desire for equality were preceded by the abolitionist movement and women like Sojourner Truth who spoke out for equal rights.  Elizabeth Cady Stanton joined and worked alongside Anthony and both were followed in the fight for equal rights by suffragettes like Alice Paul.  Each woman persevered in her belief and followed a different path to the same goal, the 19th Amendment.  In what way did each individual’s efforts eventually lead to a change in the social and legal status for women?  

Whether the individual was a diplomat, politician, or an everyday person, the plight of the individual affects us all.  The individual is the force behind history.  How does an individual change history? Events that have changed history are often associated with an individual or a group of individuals with the same goal.  

Students should remember that understanding time and place are crucial to examining an individual’s role in history.  Sometimes the individual is a catalyst for the events examined. In 1947 Jackie Robinson broke through the racial barrier to become the first black baseball player to play in the major leagues.  What was this possible in 1947?  He had been playing baseball for years before 1947.  So why didn’t this happen in 1936 or 1940?  What obstacles did he face before and after he signed with the Los Angeles Dodgers? How did his example set a precedent for other athletes in other sports?  

The history of science and technology as they affect United States history represents another fascinating area of study.  You might investigate not only the effect of an individual on scientific knowledge, technological development, and societal change, but also the impact of science and technology on the individual.  In what way did the invention of the cotton gin’s affect slaves in the southern states in the U.S.?  What impact did this invention have on U.S. History?  What were the consequences of the development of this invention in the U.S.?  How did this invention influence U.S. history?

Can art influence history?  You might examine the influence photography or political cartoons have had on U.S. History.  How did Mathew Brady’s Civil War photographs inform and influence the nation’s perception of war between the North and South or how did Thomas Nast’s cartoons influence public opinion about political corruption and political machines in New York City in the late 1800s?   You might look for Lewis Hine’s photos of child labor leading to the Keating-Owen Act or Dorthea Lange’s famous photographs of the migrants during the Dust Bowl in the 1930s.

Keep in mind that you must, when working within the theme of the individual and their actions, move beyond simple biographies and descriptions of specific people or events to demonstrate how that person’s actions had an impact on U.S. History. Your challenge is to capture that specific moment in time in which change occurred and the role played by an individual.  The key to a good historical study is an examination of cause and effect and change over time.  
Research Expectations for this Project
This project takes place over 6 weeks and, therefore, the expectation is that students will spend at least as much time out of class as in class doing research on the internet, in the school library after school, and elsewhere as in class.  Four (4) classes will be provided to students to conduct research in the school library and library computer lab. That’s about 6 hours of in-class research time - only provide a portion of the time each student should spend researching, organizing, and writing, and editing their research paper.  This means students are expected to spend at least that much time researching their topic outside of class.

The school library is open to 4:30 each day unless otherwise posted and there is a late bus each day.  As well, all the books found for this project will be maintained on a cart in the library so students with related topics will be able to share limited print resources found in the library.   Lastly, students can reference the research page on Mr. Greer’s website.  There are links to several U.S. History websites to help students find more information about their topics.    

The Individual in U.S. History Sample Topics

The following is a list of possible research topics that may be considered for your research paper.  It is not inclusive but provides a starting point to begin brainstorming ideas for research for your project.  Research topics that can be considered must be on U.S History between 1607 and 2008.  

· A. Philip Randolph: Brotherhood of Pullman Porters

· Nat Turner’s Rebellion: Leadership and Rebellion

· Gloria Steinem: National Women’s Political Caucus

· Chief Joseph: Resistance to Reservations

· John Carlos and Tommie Smith: Olympic Project for Human Rights

· Jackie Robinson: Breaking the Color Barrier in Baseball

· Rosie the Riveter: Symbolizing Women’s Workforce in World War II

· Eleanor Roosevelt: The Human Rights Convention

· Ernesto Miranda: Protection of the 5th Amendment

· William Lloyd Garrison: The Liberator

· Henry Ford: Big Business and World War II

· Alexander Hamilton: Federalists Papers

· Roy Kroc: Fast Food Nation

· John Maynard Keynes: The World Economics Conference

· George Keenan: The Coming of the Cold War

· John Muir: Sierra Club

· Elizabeth Blackwell: The First Woman Doctor

· Rachel Carson: Silent Spring
· Harriet Beecher Stowe: Uncle Tom’s Cabin
· Upton Sinclair: The Jungle
· Dorothea Dix: Advocate for the Mentally Ill

· Jane Adams: Hull House

· Robert Oppenheimer: Creator of the Atom Bomb

· Steven Jobs: Inventor and Innovator

· Commodore Mathew Perry: Opening of Japan

· Dorothea Lange: Images of the Japanese Internment Camps

·  Elvis: Age of Rock and Roll

· Thoreau: Resistance to the Mexican War

· Roger Williams: Separation of Church and State

· Harry Truman: Decision to Drop the Atom Bomb in 1945

· John Kennedy: Cuban Missile Crisis Leadership and Resolution

· Woodrow Wilson: Decision to Enter World War I

· Robert E. Lee: Decision to Resign his U.S. Army Commission

· George Custer: Little Big Horn Debacle

A.  Research Paper Requirements
1.  Length


5-7 pages typed; this does not include the title and work cited pages or any 





graphics/charts used.  
2.  Font



Times New Roman or Ariel 
3.  Size



12 point

4.  Spacing


Double-Spaced

5.  Margins


1 inch (2.5 cm) on all 4 sides

6.  Title Page


Name, date, title of paper, class, instructor must be included on this page – no 





pictures

7.  Works Cited Page

Use MLA format – there are several internet websites to consult on how to cite 





sources used in your paper.  All sources in the Works Cited page must be cited 





within the paper.  If it isn’t used in the paper, don’t cite it.  
 


8.  Sources Used

Minimum of 6 different sources are required in your research paper: 





A) at least 3 printed sources: book, magazine or newspaper articles (online 

     database articles are included in this category – check with Mr. Greer to ensure 

     that your article is from an online database)




B) at least 1 graphic (picture, political cartoon, illustration, map, or other non-

    textual image) that is used as a source and is referred to within the text of the 

    paper.  Inferences need to be made about it  within your paper, not just “see it”

C) other sources such as online websites, personal interviews, surveys





D) each source used at least once in your paper must 
1) have a parenthetical in text citation (Smith, 2004, 432)

2) be included in the bibliography/works cited page 

No encyclopedias or your textbook may be used as a source.  Students may consult these to gain ideas for what to research in other sources.  If you can find it in an encyclopedia, the information can be found elsewhere!  


Examples of encyclopedias from a book or online that may NOT be used as actual sources in your paper: (this list is not inclusive)

1. Wikipedia 

2. Britannica Online

3. World Book

4. MSN Encarta

5. Grolier Online
9.  Parenthetical Citations
Each time information from a source is included in the text, a parenthetical citation 





must also be present at the end of the quote, paraphrase, graphic, or other 





information.  This gives credit for the idea used to the author.   An example:  

According to Dr. Smith, President Roosevelt’s action to attempt to pack the Supreme Court backfired on his legislative agenda in Congress in 1936 (Smith, 2000, 124). 

10.  Paraphrasing Only

It is expected that students will paraphrase all information used in their research 

paper.  This means that no direct quotes may be used at all in any part of your 

research paper.  It is a good idea, when researching, to paraphrase the main point 

being discussed rather than write a direct quote from a source in your notes.  

11. Running Footer

In the footer of each page include name, title of paper, and course name in 

10 point font, NTR or Ariel, depending on the text used in writing the paper.

12. Introduction and Conclusion





a) the thesis should be in the introduction





b) in the introduction, mention why you chose this topic and why not others





c) in the conclusion, briefly recap main points and summarize the importance of the 





    topic at the end

13. Topic Limitations

Students may research any topic in U.S. History from 1607 to 2008CE.  Topics 





from history that have no connection to the United States may not be researched.  
B.  Project Assignments
Date Due

Requirements

1.  Topic Selection 

13/14 January

Hand in completed topic selection worksheet; Mr. Greer 

     Student/Parent Signatures 



will give okay to start researching once this has been 








turned in.  Sign, date and return the signatures sheet.  

2. 1st Draft


2/3 February

Minimum 4 full pages of text, a works cited page that 

includes at least 4 different sources (at least 2 print and 1 

graphic) used, title page.

3. 2nd Draft 


8/9 February

Minimum 5 full pages of text, a works cited page that 

includes at least 6 different sources (at least 3 print and 1 

graphic) used, title page.

4. Final Draft 


25 February

Minimum 5 full pages of text, a works cited page that 

include at least 3 print sources among at least 6 different 

sources, 1 graphic used, title page, submit to turnitin.com 

by 7am of due date.   Bring a hard copy with rubric to 

class.  

Notes: 

Assignments 1, 2, and 3 will be scored for completion as project grades.  The final draft will be evaluated on ideas, organization, and quality of research. See the attached rubric for more details.   

C.  Scheduled Research In Class Days (students that are absent will not be given additional in class time to do research)

15 (B) & 20 (E) January

21 (B) – 22 (E) January

27 (B) – 28 (E) January

4 (B) - 5 (E) February 
D.  In the 3rd Quarter, because the research paper is a major undertaking, the rates * for evaluation categories will be adjusted accordingly.  

Tests


40%

Quizzes & Essays
20%* (this is normally 30%) 
Homework

20%

Projects

20%* (this is normally 10%) 
E.  Guidelines for Works Cited Page

1.  Works Cited page is on a separate page.

2.  Works Cited is alphabetical always

3.  All sources in the Works Cited Page must be cited within your research paper; ones not used should not be cited.

Every Work Cited Includes:

1. Author, title, publisher, date, pages numbers

2. There is a period after each

Format for Author

1. author or authors or publisher of Web page if no creator listed

2. There is always an author to a Web site

3. Website author can be organization that created it

4. Magazines articles sometimes have no author, but NOT USUALLY

Format for Works Cited – Title

1. After the author is the title

2. There is always a title; it is either in the section of the website or the title of the website, only if there are no 

     sections

3. Title is first for newspaper or magazines with no author.

Format for Works Cited – Source

1. Sometimes the source is within another work, not independent like a book. List the “source of your source,” a 

    website, an anthology, magazine or newspaper, an on-line journal, etc.

Format for Works Cited – Publisher

1. After author, article, title is the publisher.

2. There is always a publisher, works don’t print or post themselves.

3. The publisher may be the title of the website.

Format for Works Cited – Location

1. For books and magazines, there is always a location for the publisher, a city or state or country.

2. For websites, there may not be a physical location.

3. The city is listed before the publisher name. London: Harpers.

Formation for Works Cited – Date Published

1. After publisher, always type a date of publication or posting.

2. Websites date are at the bottom of page, if you have looked carefully and absolutely and cannot find a date, use 

    the current day, month and year.

Format for Works Cited – Date for Websites

1. For websites, after you write the date of publication, follow it with the date that you looked at the website.


Example – US History Today. 18 Jan 08. 18 Jan 08. (in the example, no date is posted on the website, so 


you use the date you saw it) 

Format for Works Cited – Date on Reprints

1. If a book as an original and reprint date, type the original date right after the title and the reprint date after the 

    publisher.

2. After each section of a works cited entry, there is a period.

Format for Works Cited – Pages where you found the information

1. Add the page numbers of any:


a) book 


b) magazine


c) newspaper


d) large website with page numbers

**All works in Works Cited must be cited in your paper

F.  Parenthetical (in-text) Citations

1. Nearly every paragraph should have at least one citation

2. In text citations are (Author, Date, Page #s)  -  …….. (Smith, 2004, 1-2). 

3. Citations are at the end of the sentence, before the period.

G.  Graphics Added

1. If taken from a website, type the name of the source under the graphic in font 10.

2. Space taken for graphics does NOT count toward paper length.

H.  Spacing and More

1. A 5 page paper with one ½ page graphic and two ¼ page graphics is a 4 page paper, not five. A 5 page paper with 4 full pages of text and fifth page of 1/2 or 2/3 page of text counts as only 4 full pages.  

2. A page is counted as “full page” if the text goes all the way to the bottom margin and not with text only ½ page or 2/3 of page long.  

3. Do not try to multi-space before and after graphics as spaces never count as text.

4.  Begin your first line of your first paragraph on the first line of the paper. Don’t tab down halfway on the page or a 1/3 of the way down to start.  

Questions?

1st reread these guidelines and requirements in this packet before you ask questions.  Your question might already have an answer here.

2. ask a student

3. ask your teacher

4. check the internet

Research Paper


Topic Selection 


Name: ______________







10 Points


Date:   ______________

Think of three individuals within US History that interest you.  Then consider how each relates to the theme of actions and legacies.  Consult your textbook and other sources for homework to get a better idea about those that interest you.  Then write your top three selections in the order you would prefer them.  While you are not guaranteed your first choice of a topic, it is very likely you will get your 1st or 2nd choice.  

Research Paper Topic Selections (1st choice the one you most want to do, 2nd the next most….)

1st Choice Individual   ___________________

Event/Action Focus ________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

2nd Choice Individual ____________________

Event/Action Focus ________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

3rd Choice Individual ____________________

Event/Action Focus ________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

List the key terms and concepts in each of your choices:

1st Choice:

2nd Choice:

3rd Choice: 

Record the sources you consulted to find out more about each of your choices (websites, pages in books – record the name of the book, etc) 

Modern U.S. Research Paper

Parent/Student Signatures 
Name: ______________







10 Points 


Date:   ______________

Directions: Please read through the packet and share the information with your parent.  Then sign, date and return this to Mr. Greer next class.  
 I understand the research paper project explanation, expectations for conducting research, deadlines for paper drafts, that I can only paraphrase and not include direct quotes in my paper, how I will be evaluated for this project, and the changes to the grading criteria for Modern US History for this quarter.  As well, I understand that I will need to spend as many hours out of class, as in class, doing research in order to prepare the best research paper I can.  

Additionally, I understand the expectations and due dates noted on the Unit 4 Assignment Calendar if I am involved in MUN, EMAC Fine Arts, EMAC tennis and or EMAC JV/Varsity basketball.  

Student Printed Name ________________________

Date ____________

My student has shared with me all the materials, expectations, and due dates related to this research project.  
Parent Name  ______________________________

Date _____________
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