NB Activity: Zimmerman Note






Date: ________

Directions: For the first part of this activity, you will decode a secret message like the British intelligence officers did when they decoded the Zimmerman Note.  Then, in the second part, you will analyze the text of the Zimmerman Note on the left side using APPARTS.  
Cryptogram 
FGAFA AAVXA DGAVX VADAD DVDDD VGA       VXVDX DVDDF AFDXG XGDDG AVFDV X       VAAFX GDADX VDDXD AVXXV           AAAVD AVXDA VVGDD XAVDG DXGXV XVDVF VVAFD XAVAF   VXDXV DFDAF XAVVV FAVAF VVVVV ADGXV AXAFD GGXFX AFAVV ADGDF VFAXV DVXXF DAVXG DVAAF XGDAD XVDVF AVAFV FDGAV AFVXV DAXAF DGXDA FAFVA AADGV VVVXV VDDFV VGDVD AVVXD FVDVX DADXA F             

AAAFA VDFVV VXVDA VFGFG XFDGV VGDDA DFFXV     XVDDF FDDX              

Decryption Grid  - Pairs of letters “FG”  reads as  1st letter vertical, 2nd letter horizontal 
	
	A
	D
	F
	G
	V
	X

	A
	B
	2
	E
	5
	R
	L

	D
	I
	9
	N
	A
	1
	C

	F
	3
	D
	4
	F
	6
	G

	G
	7
	H
	8
	J
	0
	K

	V
	M
	O
	P
	Q
	S
	T

	X
	U
	V
	W
	X
	Y
	Z


What does the message say?  Write the decoded message here 

Practice your document analysis of APPARTS on the left side: 

The Zimmerman Telegram, (January 1917) sent from the German Foreign Minister Zimmerman in Berlin to the German Ambassador to Mexico, von Ekhardt.  It was intercepted and decoded by Great Britain and then given to President Wilson of the United States.  

FROM 2nd from London # 5747.
"We intend to begin on the first of February unrestricted submarine warfare. We shall endeavor in spite of this to keep the United States of America neutral. In the event of this not succeeding, we make Mexico a proposal or alliance on the following basis: make war together, make peace together, generous financial support and an understanding on our part that Mexico is to reconquer the lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. The settlement in detail is left to you. You will inform the President of the above most secretly as soon as the outbreak of war with the United States of America is certain and add the suggestion that he should, on his own initiative, invite Japan to immediate adherence and at the same time mediate between Japan and ourselves. Please call the President's attention to the fact that the ruthless employment of our submarines now offers the prospect of compelling England in a few months to make peace." Signed, ZIMMERMANN.

Answer to the activity:

February 22, 1917

TO:  von Ekhardt

Mexico City

British crack top secret code.  US press may leak German plot with Mexico. Prepare to leave embassy on short notice.

Bernstorff

Washington DC

