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Email:
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Course Text:
Ayers, White, Schulzinger, de la Teja, American Anthem: Reconstruction to the Present. 


Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2009.  
Introduction

Welcome to Modern United States History.  This course is a survey of the ideas, interactions, events, and developments in United States History from 1877 to the Present.  This course will focus primarily on the 20th Century and will require that students not only learn important facts about US History but that they also will demonstrate the historical method through analysis of primary and secondary sources, comparison and document-based essay writing, and conduct research to find answers for historical questions.  The course text will be supplemented by various primary and secondary sources.  

Students will construct their learning through primary and secondary documents, presentations, note-taking, debates, simulations, projects, discussions and seminars.  They will be assessed formally and informally using tests, quizzes, essays, seminars, and projects.  During this process, all will have fun learning about history and grow their historical skills as well as become more self-sufficient learners.  

Course Themes
These themes will be encountered over and over again in many of the units of study during the year.  They will enable students to make connections between units in writing, projects, and for the semester exams.  

American Democracy

Cultural Diversity

Geography and Environment

Conflict and Cooperation
Influence of Technology
The Individual and Family Life

US Role in World Affairs
Civil Rights and Liberties
Economic Development
Course Units of Instruction



Corresponding Textbook Units
Unit 1: Growth and Industry, 1867-1901

Ch 14-15
Unit 2: Progressive Era, 1893-1920


Ch 16
Unit 3: Rise to Global Power, 1898-1919

Ch 17-19
Unit 4: The 20’s and the 30’s, 1919-1939

Ch 20-22
Unit 5: Hot and Cold War, 1939-1991


Ch 23-25


Unit 6: Civil Rights and Conservatism, 1950-2000
Ch 26-28, 32
Course Credit

Credit for this course is given each semester.  To receive credit for this class you must achieve a passing grade each semester.  Your final grade each semester is calculated in the following manner:

Semester 1:





Semester 2:
1st Quarter Average
x 40%



3rd Quarter Average
x 40%
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2nd Quarter Average
x 40%



4th Quarter Average
x 40%

Semester Exam     +
x 20%



Semester Exam    +
x 20%

1st Semester Grade




2nd Semester Grade

Grading Factors and Assignments

The letter grades you will receive in class are based upon percentages for the following categories:


Tests/Quizzes

40%


Essays


20%


Homework 

20%


Projects 

20%

1. Summative tests are given at the end of each unit and consist of a variety of multiple choice questions and short and essay answers. Some concepts (not every detail) learned in previous units will be included on future unit tests in order to help students learn to see the big picture in US History as well as be able to make comparisons and see changes over time.   
2. Quizzes are unannounced and occur at least once a week.  

3. Homework is given every time class meets.  It is expected that students will spend at least 30 minutes each night completing homework and or reviewing for the next class.  This might be longer when assigned take-home essays.  Homework is checked for completion based on the instructions provided – however – 2-3 word answers will not accepted as “complete” when clearly a more substantial response is needed to properly explain an answer.  Students will be shown how to complete their homework assignments so that it is considered “complete.”   If, for instance, a student must identify a person such as Rasputin, simply writing “holy man” as the answer does not sufficiently identify the significance of him within the context of what is being studied.  
4. Projects are assigned periodically to add depth and make real world connections to what is currently being studied.  Both individual as well as group projects will be assigned.  Little instructional time will be allocated for project work.  Expect to complete the work outside of class.

5. Class participation is an important part of any course.  Students are expected to participate in all class discussions, seminars, and debates.  Additionally, absences and tardies detract from the learning experiences in class by causing disruptions. Three unexcused tardies in a semester will earn a detention as well as three missing homework assignments in a given quarter.  A student is counted as tardy if they are not in their seat when the second bell rings (after break or lunch time especially is critical).  

6. During the 3rd Quarter, students will conduct original research and construct a research paper on a given theme.  This is an individual project that will count toward 20% of the student’s final mark for the 3rd Quarter.  

Classroom Rules




Consequences for Breaking Rules
1. Respect yourself and others


1st  Time: Verbal Warning to Student

2. Be in your seat before class begins

2nd Time:  Teacher/Student Conference
3. Be prepared




3rd Time:  Parent Contact Made + Detention

4. Only water is allowed in class.


4th Time:   Principal’s Office Visit

Classroom Policies and Procedures
A. Materials Required to Bring To EACH Class
1. 3-Ring Binder with loose leaf filler paper
2. pencil or pen 
B. Assignments

1. Homework is due in the class bin at the beginning of class.  If a student misses a class because they were late to school or dismissed early, then they are responsible to hand in their assignment that same day.  Homework may be done in pencil or blue/black pen unless required to be submitted to Turnitin.com.  In that case, homework must be typed and submitted to Turnitin.com before class begins.  Bringing a USB to class that contains the assignment is considered LATE. 

2. Students should expect to spend about one hour every two days on their homework.
3. Students that were excused absent for a class may turn in the assignment that was due as well as the assignment they missed (by being absent) the next time the class meets.  Students are responsible for getting notes and assignments from their classmates or by checking the class webpage.  Write “Make Up” on the top of the assignment and place it in your class bin when turning it in.  

4. Any assignment not turned in on time may be turned in by the end of the next consecutive calendar day for a 25% deduction of the final score.    Any late homework turned in BEFORE the last week of the quarter can still earn up to 50% of the final mark.  Write “Late” at the top of the assignment.  Remember a late assignment might earn less than the deduction if it is incomplete or lacking in quality of work.   This excludes any essays, projects, or major assignments as designated by Mr. Greer.  Any ungraded work found inside the “Graded Work Folder” after an assignment was due will not be evaluated; it must be placed on top when turned in.  Students must be responsible for keeping the graded and ungraded papers separate.  

5. Assignments may be written in pencil or blue or black ink only on white, lined filler paper (8 ½ by 11).  Assignments turned in on paper torn from wire ring notebooks) will not be accepted, not even for half credit, unless the torn edge has been cut off.  Write your name, date, and class on the upper right hand side and the title of the assignment on the first line in the center of your paper.  Assignments will not be accepted on partial, torn, or smaller pieces of paper either.  
6. In class essays are handwritten, on filler paper, in blue or black ink only.  Essays assigned for homework shall be typed and submitted to Turnitin.com when assigned.     
7. EMAC Activities – Students that miss an assignment that was assigned while they were participating in an EMAC event, shall have one week from the day they are supposed to return to school to make up any and all missed assignments.  Assignments given before their EMAC travel and or otherwise noted on the homework calendar, are due the day they return to school.  If there is a scheduled test while you are traveling for EMAC, see Mr. Greer to schedule a time to take it before you travel.   In general it is advised that you check in with Mr. Greer before you travel for EMAC.  
8. Turnitin.com – throughout the year, students will be required to submit assignments directly to turnitin.com.  After the first week of school when student accounts are set up, it is expected that all students know how to access, use, submit, and view assignments on it.  After the first week, students must inform the teacher if they change their email addresses.  As well, if it is not working, remember that there are other ways to submit an assignment before it is due – email it, go to an internet café, use a friend’s internet connection, print it in the school computer lab or library.  Be proactive and problem solve yourself.  “My internet wasn’t working” or “my printer was not working” are not valid excuses for work not handed in on time.  

9. Unit Homework Calendars are distributed to students at the beginning of each unit.  It contains all the major due dates for projects, tests, and daily homework assignments.  It is to be followed EVEN if school is cancelled due to inclement weather or other issues.  
10. Unless otherwise specified, students will be expected to cite sources for assignments using MLA format.  This citation style is continually taught and reinforced in English classes starting in Grade 9 so students should know how to use it.  See the link on the Research page in Mr. Greer’s website for more information.  
C. Unit Tests 

1. Write in blue or black ink only.  Use filler paper if additional paper is needed to write essays.  

2. Tests normally consist of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.  
3. Students are responsible for making up missed tests if the absence is excused.  You have one week to make up this test.  See Mr. Greer to schedule a make up the test.  Exceptions are at Mr. Greer’s discretion. 

4. Semester exams will be given and count 20% of a student’s final semester grade.  Students should maintain their social studies notebook and handouts in their binder to better prepare for these exams.  As well students need to continually think about connections from one unit to the next.      

D.  Quizzes

1. Write in blue or black ink only on filler paper.

2. Quizzes normally take 10-15 minutes to complete based on their format.   These are unannounced and generally average one per week.  Students that are excused absent on the day of an unannounced quiz are responsible for making up the quiz within a week of that absence.  Contact Mr. Greer immediately to schedule your make up quiz.   
3. All quizzes and tests taken will be maintained with Mr. Greer.  Students and parents are welcome to schedule a meeting with Mr. Greer to review the evaluations as necessary.  
F. Academic Honesty and Respect
     1.  All students are expected to abide by the ACS mission statement and policy on academic 

          Honesty and respect.  Academic dishonesty, plagiarism, and their consequences are found on 
          in the student agenda. 
     2.  Students that have a question or concern regarding the course should approach Mr. Greer 

          after class to discuss it.  
G.  Office Hours

    1.  Students may schedule a time to meet individually to discuss assignments, evaluations, or 

         progress with Mr. Greer.  
    2.  Mr. Greer welcomes students to meet with him after school or during lunchtime where there is 
         more time to talk.  

H.  Absences and Tardies

     1.  There are no excuses for being late unless a student has a note from a teacher or the HS office.  
          Three unexcused tardies in a SEMESTER to class will result in a lunchtime detention.  After that 
          lunchtime detentions will be issued for each additional unexcused tardy for the remainder of the 
          semester and parent notification will be made in each case.  

     2.  If a student is absent from class, he/she must follow ACS procedures as outlined on Page 7 of the 
          student agenda.   Only the HS Principal decides if an absence was excused or not excused.  
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