Modern US History

Semester Exam Review Questions I

Answer each of the following questions briefly paying attention to what each requires you to do.  Answer them on another sheet of paper and use your notebook and textbook to help you review. This is due at the end of class for a grade.

1. Create a three-way Venn Diagram comparing Rockefeller’s, Carnegie’s, and Vanderbilt’s strategies for building their corporations.

2. What were three ways how labor responded to industrialization?  

3. List the 5 most important reforms that occurred during the Progressive Era.  Write a brief explanation as to why it was “most important” (this is more than a simple summary – you must interject your opinion when explaining it.   

4. Select two US Presidents that presided between 1876 and 1919.  Then write a thesis statement that addresses the following question and remember to include three categories of comparison in the thesis:  Which two US Presidents did the most to change the way that big business dealt with consumers in the US between 1876 and 1919?  Decide which of those two did the most and construct an argumentative thesis statement that fully addressed the question.

5. Compare and contrast farmers vs city dwellers.  List 3 ways they were similar and 3 ways they were different in relation to their jobs, their lifestyles, and their politics.

6. Compare and contrast “old migration” vs “new migration”  How were these similar and how were they different?  

7. Define Social Darwinism and give 3 examples of how it influenced US Policies and or its private citizens between 1870-1920.  

8. List 5 ways that the U.S. City changed between 1865 and 1900.

9. Write an argumentative thesis statement that addresses the following question:  “The Gilded Age was a necessary evil though which America had to pass to achieve success”  Agree or disagree with this statement.  Be sure to include categories of comparison in your thesis.

10. Which 5 events between 1870 and 1919 contributed to the internal migration of people in the U.S?  How did each help this? 

11. What were two ways that the acquisition of overseas territories between 1850 and 1900 changed the U.S?  How did each do this?
