Mod U.S. History
Developing a Research Paper Proposal 
Directions: Read the following guidelines before you begin to search for a possible topic for your research paper project.  Repeat each step for each topic you identify to help you draft an effective research paper proposal in order to complete your Topic Selection WS due next class.

Step 1: Identify an individual who interests you following the guidelines for the project.

Step 2: Review biographical information on that individual – check out summaries of that person’s life 

             online and in other sources such as in the course textbook. 

· Focus on events, jobs, results of jobs that the person did when they were an ADULT; their childhood is not relevant for this project.

· It might help to sketch a timeline of that person’s adult life to chart when and where they played a role in U.S. History.  Knowing this will help you see perspective on their achievements as they relate to pervious and later U.S. History.

· Pay particular attention to instances where they played a role in an event or events which caused changes in some aspect of later US History.  An example might be where John Kennedy’s leadership of resolving the Cuban Missile crisis served as an example of crisis leadership which was copied by later U.S. Presidents.  
· Do a keyword search for “Legacy of ______” or “________’s historical legacy” on Google to see if any interesting or informative sites appear.  It will be important for you to prove legacy so if you cannot find any websites by experts or historians on the individual you have indentified, you might want to search another individual.  Also note the kinds of influence your individual had so that you can more easily identify the aspect of legacy he/she had on future U.S. History.  
Step 3: Once you have researched an individual to learn more about them choose an event in which the 

              individual was involved and then think about how they approached the event, what role they 

              played in the event, and or how their action(s) in the event resulted in change.  
· Your goal is to determine what particular aspect (be it political, economic, or social change in more detail for instance) they left as a legacy which influenced later actions in that same area in U.S. History.  
· This will become your “angle” or approach to the theme and task for your research paper.  
Step 4: Formulate the major question “What was the ______ legacy of ___________ in later U.S History? 

             Then think about what sub questions you will need to know the answers to in order to fully 

             answer your main research question.  Examples of these might be regarding President Kennedy’s 

             approach to solving a major political crisis (the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1963):

· what was an earlier crisis like the Cuban Missile Crisis and how had it been solved by the then U.S. President?   

· What was a later crisis which was similar to the Cuban Missile Crisis and how was it solved by the then U.S. President?  

· Did that president reference how Kennedy had solved his earlier crisis? 

· What aspects of how Kennedy solved his crisis were also present in how the later president solved his crisis? 
· Did Kennedy’s handing of the event set a precedent for how future leaders dealt with the same kinds of crises? 
These sub questions illustrate that you have actually considered some angles in how you will try to prove Kennedy’s leadership in foreign political crises had a legacy on later U.S. History.  
Step 5:  Repeat this process of each of your other two choices.  
· When you have finished typing your proposals (should be 3 in order of importance following the guidelines in your  Topic Selection WS) submit a copy to turnitin.com before next class.  
· Remember to print a copy and bring to class. 

