Modern US History

Unit 6: Civil Rights and Modern America

Mississippi Burning Film Critique

14 Points

Directions: The film Mississippi Burning will be screened in class.  Students should pay attention to how the film is portrayed and with the results of the film by taking notes in their notebook.  Then students will complete a typed film critique of this film and submit it along with at least a 2 sourced annotated bibliography included in their critique to turnitin.com.   The film critique is a homework assignment, so all course expectations apply.  

Film Critique Response Format

Section One – Information 

Write a short paragraph including the name of the movie, the director, producer, the three top stars, and year of the release.  Also include any special comments on its release (was it abridged, colorized version, is it in more than one part? Was it part of series? Was it based on the novel? etc.) 

Section Two – The Plot

In no more than one good paragraph, retell the plot.  Of course, you will not be able to give all the details.  Just condense the main story line into five to eight sentences.  

Section Three – The Reality

Were there any characters in the movie based on real people?  If so, who were they and were they treaded with historical accuracy?  Were there any real events (battles, migrations, laws, etc.)?  If so, were they correct as to event, time period, etc.? If there were no real characters or events in a historical movie, it was probably a conscious decision on the part of the writers and director.  Try to analyze why reality was omitted.  (A hint: It is very probable that you will need to do serious research for this paragraph, both to find if people or things were real and if they were presented accurately).

Section Four – The Setting

When and where was the movie set?  If several locations were used, were they all depicted realistically? Were there forests, mountains, rivers, where they should have been for the real setting?  How long a time span did it cover?  Were the houses, furnishings, foods, tools, weapons, clothes, hairstyles, shoes, streets, show with accuracy?   Give some examples of the period props you think were especially well or poorly presented.  Here also you will need to do research.

Section Five – Evaluation

Give an evaluation of the film.  Don’t just say, “I liked it because it was a good movie,” or “I hated it because it was boring.”  Like a real film critic, point out the strengths and weaknesses of the movie.  In your evaluation you will need to answer at least (3) three of the following questions and question #7 in detail:

1. Which actors performed well and which were inadequate?  

2. Were there places where the plot was vague, too slow, or too fast?  Were there stereotyped roles or rounded characterizations?  

3. Did the story build to a logical climax and resolve itself satisfactorily?   Did it hold the viewer’s interest uniformly?  Why?  

4. If the film was done many years ago, would it be done differently today?  Why?  

5. Did the film make the viewer more aware of history or just confuse the issue? 

6. What would have made the film better?  

7. Would you recommend the film to another student?  Why?

Mississippi Burning Film Critique Rubric

14 Points 

Name: ____________

	
	Needs Improvement

0-1 Points
	Good

2 Points

	Information 
	· Two or more pieces of required information are missing and or not done at all. 
	· All required information is included.

	Plot Summary
	· Plot summary was superficial, lacking detail or not done at all. 

· Summary was too long and too comprehensive (too many details given).
	· All required information is included.

· Plot summary includes all parts of the film. 

	Reality
	· This section is incomplete

· Major character analysis is superficial and or incomplete

· Some major characters not considered in the section

· Little or no analysis given to explain why reality was omitted where it was identified.
	· All required information is included. 

· All major characters are considered.

· Sufficient analysis to explain why is provided in this section. 

	Setting
	· Two or more required questions for this section are not addressed.

· More than one question is addressed in a superficial manner.


	· All required questions are sufficiently addressed in this section.



	Evaluation
	· Fewer than 3 questions and or Question #7 were not answered in this section.

· At least 3 questions were addressed AND Question 7; one or more were answered in a superficial manner.
	· The minimum requirements were met.

· All answers were detailed and supported with examples and or specific reasons.  

	Conventions
	· More than 2 errors were seen in spelling, capitalization, and or in punctuation.
	· Only 1 or no errors were seen in spelling, capitalization, and or in punctuation.  



	Annotated Bibliography
	· At least 1 error found in the MLA formation of citations included in the works cited page 
· One or more annotations were missing or lacking in detail 
	· Annotated bibliography includes at least two sources used
· Source(s) listed are all correctly done in MLA format 


Comments:
____
Submitted 1 calendar day late – 25%



_____  
Submitted 2 or more calendar days late – 50%
____ 
Electronic file submitted to turnitin.com is lacking name, title of assignment, and or date. -15% 

____
Not submitted to turnitin.com – late deductions will apply for every day the work is not submitted.   

____
No annotated bibliography submitted or submitted separately – late deductions apply until one whole file 

is submitted to turnitin.com. 
