Modern World History






Name: ___________
Unit 5: 1945 to the Present

Comparative Essay 10 Points
Write an essay that compares and contrasts the political impact of the Cold War on the Middle East and Latin America between 1950 and 1990.  
Submit to turnitin.com by 8am on the due date; there should be no more than a 3% similarity report.  Any similarity report more than 3% will cause a 50% reduction in the overall score.  
90-100% Essay  


· Contains a clear, well-developed thesis that evaluates (or compares/contrasts, analyzes, explains, gives the extent to which) the identified specifics of the given essay prompt with categories of argumentation.  
· Develops the thesis with substantial and specific relevant historical information.

· Provides effective analysis of the topic by providing clear, relevant and effective reasons why for the chosen opinion AND is contrasted by an opposing opinion paragraph within the essay.  
· May contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall quality of the essay.

· Is well organized and well written.
80-90% Essay


· Contains a thesis that partially evaluates (or compares/contrasts, analyzes, explains, gives the extent to which) the identified specifics of the given essay prompt.

· Supports the thesis with some relevant and specific historical information.

· Provides some analysis of TWO sides (both the writer’s opinion but also an opposite opinion)
· May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay.

· Has acceptable organization and writing.
70-80% Essay 


· Thesis is mostly a simple restatement of the question.  Some aspect of a position is given.  

· Provides minimal relevant information or lists facts with little or no application to the question.

· Addresses only one side, the side that the writer says he/she believes.  Reasons why are provided for this but the essay is lacking an opposite side and is not contrasted by an opposing argument.  
· Has adequate organization and writing.
60-70% Essay


· Contains a confused or unfocused thesis.

· Offers minimal consideration of the identified specifics of the question

· Attempts to provide information but almost all facts included are not relevant. 

· Addresses only one side in a general way without real or clear reasons why for justification.  
· May be poorly organized and/or poorly written.     
59% and Below Essay 
 

· Lacks a thesis or simply restates the question.

· Exhibits inadequate or incorrect understanding of the question.

· Provides simplistic treatment of the question; mainly a summary of the topic without any argumentation.  
· Contains no relevant historical information.

· Did not address the question/prompt. 
