Modern World History: FALL SEMESTER 2009 EXAM PROMPTS

Section 2: Essay


1 Question

40 Points
Below are two essay questions.  Choose one (1) and develop it in a complete essay that has an introduction, body, and conclusion.  Refer to the rubric below as you pre-write and when composing your essay.
A. What was one change and one continuity in political systems in one (1) of the following regions between 1450 and 1914?  
Europe

Middle East
Sub-Saharan Africa 
South Asia
Asia 

B. What was one change and one continuity in economic systems in one (1) of the following regions between 1450 and 1914?  
Europe

Middle East
Sub-Saharan Africa 
South Asia
Asia
90-100% Essay  
(36-40 pts)

· Contains a clear, well-developed thesis that identifies both a specific and clear change and continuity 

· Develops the thesis with substantial and specific relevant historical information for both change and continuity. 

· Provides effective analysis of both topics; treatment of topics may be uneven. (explaining why for a change and why for a continuity)

· May contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall quality of the essay.

· Is well organized and well written.

80-90% Essay
(32-35 pts)

· Contains a thesis that partially evaluates the identified specifics of a change and continuity.  

· Supports the thesis with some relevant and specific historical information.

· Provides some analysis of both topics; treatment of the topics may be substantially uneven.

· May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay.

· Has acceptable organization and writing.

70-80% Essay 
(28-31 pts)

· Thesis is mostly a simple restatement of the question that does not clearly indicate a either a change or continuity.    

· Provides minimal relevant information or lists facts with little or no application to the question.

· Addresses only one topic or describes both topics in a general way.

· May contain major errors.

· Has adequate organization and writing.

60-70% Essay
(24-27 pts)

· Contains a confused or unfocused thesis.

· Offers very minimal consideration of the identified specifics of the question.
· Attempts to provide information but almost all facts included are not relevant. 

· May be poorly organized and/or poorly written.     

59% and Below Essay 
(23 pts and below) 

· Lacks a thesis or thesis does not address the prompt. 

· Exhibits inadequate or incorrect understanding of the question.

· Provides simplistic treatment of the question. 

· Contains no relevant historical information.

· Contains no analysis.  
