Modern World History Generic Essay Rubric

90-100% Essay  


· Contains a clear, well-developed thesis that evaluates (or compares/contrasts, analyzes, explains, gives the extent to which) the identified specifics of the given essay prompt 

· Develops the thesis with substantial and specific relevant historical information.

· Provides effective analysis of TWO (or 3 if three topics are required) topics; treatment of topics may be uneven.

· May contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall quality of the essay.

· Is well organized and well written.

80-90% Essay


· Contains a thesis that partially evaluates (or compares/contrasts, analyzes, explains, gives the extent to which) the identified specifics of the given essay prompt.

· Supports the thesis with some relevant and specific historical information.

· Provides some analysis of TWO topics (or 3 if that is required); treatment of the topics may be substantially uneven.

· May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay.

· Has acceptable organization and writing.

70-80% Essay 


· Thesis is mostly a simple restatement of the question.  Some aspect of a position is given.  

· Provides minimal relevant information or lists facts with little or no application to the question.

· Addresses only one topic (or only 2 of 3 required topics) or describes TWO (or Three) topics in a general way.

· May contain major errors.

· Has adequate organization and writing.

60-70% Essay


· Contains a confused or unfocused thesis.

· Offers minimal consideration of the identified specifics of the question

· Attempts to provide information but almost all facts included are not relevant. 

· Addresses only one topic (or only 2 of 3 required topics) or describes TWO (or Three) topics in a general way.

· May be poorly organized and/or poorly written.     

59% and Below Essay 
 

· Lacks a thesis or simply restates the question.

· Exhibits inadequate or incorrect understanding of the question.

· Provides simplistic treatment of the question. 
· Contains no relevant historical information.

· Did not address the question/prompt. 

Modern World History

Essay Writing 

Overview

Essay writing skills are critical to the learning outcomes of this course and are applicable to other courses in the future and in college.  As such part of Modern World History will focus on essay writing strategies and skills and frequent opportunities will be provided to develop these skills. The kinds of essays assigned range from informal notebook essays to formal essay assignments as in a take-home essay, in-class timed essay, or summative assessments.  Additionally, part of each unit test will require students to choose and write an essay.    

Essay Format

Students are aware of and have been taught the basic 5 paragraph essay structure in previous English courses.  An essay consists of several paragraphs and a paragraph is generally defined as a series of sentences related to a main idea as stated in the paragraph’s topic sentence.  

A typical essay consists of an introductory paragraph which includes the thesis statement or main idea for the essay, 3-5 body paragraphs which develop, explain, analyze, evaluate, compare/contrast, determine significance or to what extent the thesis is accurate, and a concluding paragraph which restates the thesis in other words and sums up the points of the essay.  

In outline form, this is the general structure of an essay a student might write in Modern World History:

I   Introductory Paragraph

· Thesis that may consist of one or more sentences

· 2-3 sentences of relevant background information

II  Body Paragraph #1

· 1st Sentence for each body paragraph should contain the topic sentence or main idea for that particular paragraph.  It should NEVER contain a statement of FACT.  

· Other sentences in the paragraph are then needed to provide factual support, explain relationships, detail reasoning why something is significant/relevant/more important

III  Body Paragraph #2

· Repeat instructions for Body Paragraph #1

IV  Body Paragraph #3

· Repeat instructions for Body Paragraph #1 as necessary

V  Conclusion

· Restate thesis using OTHER words

· Sum up essay’s main points

Keep in Mind

· An essay might contain more or fewer than 5 paragraphs.  Use your discretion when composing  your essay.  
· The single biggest error students make when writing an essay is that they did not take the time to understand the tasks that the essay prompt requires them to do.  Therefore prewriting is critical in the outcome of students’ essays.  
· When writing a take-home essay students will be required to submit it to turnitin.com and also bring a hard copy to class.  If turnitin.com is not working email the essay to Mr. Greer before any deadline.  
