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Analyze: determine essence of essential features; to examine critically. "dnalyze the
degree 10 which the Articles of Confederation provided an effective form of government
with respect to any two of the following: foreign relations, economic conditions, western
lands.”

Assess: judge the value or character of something, evaluate, appraise. “ssess the relative
importance of social and economic factors as causes of the Civil War."”

Compare: examine for the purpose of noting similarities and differences. "Compare the
leadership qualities of President Wilson and President Franklin Roosevelt.”

Contrast: compare in order to show points of difference. "Contrast the religious beliefs
of the Quakers and the Puritans.

Criticize: make judgements as to merits and faults;.criticisms may approve, disapprove, or
both. "Criticize the Alien and Sedition Acts.”

Define: give the meaning of (a word, phrase, concept, etc.), determine or fix the
boundaries or extent. "Define the term 'laissez-faire’."

Describe: give an account of| tell about. "Describe the events that led to the United
States’ entrance into World War I1."

Discuss: talk over, write about; consider or examine by argument or from various points
of view; debate; present the different sides of. "Discuss the policy of internment of
Japanese-Americans during World War I1."

Enumerate: mention or list seperately. "Enumerate the main points of the Bill of
Rights."

Evaluate: present "good" and "bad" points; appraise; give an opinion regarding the value
of, discuss the advantages and disadvantages. ."Evaluate the role played by the
Republican Party during Reconstruction.”

Explain: make clear; make known in detail; tell the meaning of; make clear the cause or
meaning of. "Explain how the 'Peggy Eaton Affair’ influenced the political development
of John Calhoun."

Tlustrate: make clear or intelligible as by examples. "T/lustrate the influence of the
‘border states’ on Lincoln's political policies during the Civil War."

Interpret: explain the meaning of; present your thinking about. "Interpret the process by
which the Federalist Parry met its demise".

Justify: show good reasons for, present your evidence, offer facts to support your





[image: image2.jpg]position. "Justify United States’ isolationism during the 1930's.”

Prove: establish the truth or genuineness of something by citing factual evidence or logical
reasons. "Prove that the Industrial Revolution was or was not a benefit to humanity.”

Summarize: state or express in concise form; give the main points briefly. "Swmmarize
the major causes of the Spanish-American War."”

Trace: follow the course of; give a description of the progress of; ascertain by
investigation. "Trace the course of nineteenth century Anglo-American relations.”




