Historical Essay Writing in Modern U.S. History
A. Essay Format

· Introductory Thesis Paragraph 
· Includes the thesis statement

· Attributes of a well-constructed thesis statement:

· Is an opinion – no facts should be included

· Contains categories for argumentation, comparison, analysis

· Is located in the introductory paragraph

· Consists of one or more consecutive sentences

· Only 1-2 background sentences

· Body Section

· Each body paragraph develops one specific category of the thesis

· The first sentence in a body paragraph should be the topic sentence

· Topic sentences should be opinion and not factual statements.

· Specific facts, not generalizations, should be included.

· Analysis should be included in each paragraph (explaining “so what?” and making connections)

· Conclusion

· Normally only one brief paragraph

· Include a brief restated thesis statement
B. Kinds of Essay Prompts encountered in historical writing in Modern US History class: 
· Comparative 
· Finding similarities and differences in two or more items

· Needs use of direct comparison statements

· An effective direct comparison statement 

· Is one sentence

· Contains both topics being compared

· Contains a category of comparison

· Has the idea that there is a similarity or difference

· Is more than a simple restatement of part of the thesis (needs “value added”)

· Each identified similarity and difference will have an accompanying reason why to explain it (analysis)
· Change Over Time

· This essay identifies both changes and continuities for the assigned prompt.  

· “How have rights for women changed in U.S. History between 1875 and 1920?”

· Both changes and continuities in rights will need to be discussed in this example essay 

· A continuity is defined as something/some aspect of the prompt which was present on or before the start date, continued to be valid during the specified time frame, and was still present/valid on the end date of the prompt
· Each identified change and continuity will have an accompanying reason why to explain it (analysis)

· Analytical
· “To what extent…”

· “Assess the validity of the following statement…”

· “Analyze the …..”

· Normally presents two or more areas for analysis

· Its usually never all of one thing or all of the other

· general analysis is trying to explain why a thing is a certain way 
· Argumentative

· Normally these kinds of essays are posed by a question “Which cause of industrialization was the most critical in this era?”

· Expected that while arguing for a particular cause that there will be a section where a counter argument is rejected as part of the justification

· The thesis statement must contain more than a simple answer to the question 
· needs contrasting cause(s) which will be rejected in body of essay mentioned and categories of argumentation. 

C. Argumentation in a historical essay

· A basic argument consists of three elements: 

· Claim or assertion

· Reasoning

· Evidence

· It is used in any of the different types of essays in U.S. History

D. What is analysis and how is it seen in an essay?

· Analysis is basically explaining why an assertion is the way it is – answering the question “why?”

· Here are some indicators which can be used in essays to show that a reason why is about to be given:

because

as a result of 

because of the fact of

is supported by

in view of

because the evidence is

