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Mr. Lyle Greer
Modern US History 






www.mrgreer.net
lgreer@acsamman.edu.jo
Course Information

Information for each course is updated on a daily basis on my website www.mrgreer.net.

· Standards for what is being taught

· Course information and assignments can be downloaded

Student Suggestions for Improvement: Homework 

1.  Complete homework assignments the same day they were assigned.  Then you can 

      come to school the very next day with questions about their homework. 

2.  Ask questions if not understanding.
3.  Write down homework at the beginning of each class in the agenda.   Refer to the Unit Homework 

     calendar for homework each class.  
4.  Create a routine where the you do your homework at the same time each day.  
5.  Pack school bags before going to bed and set them by the front door.  

6.  Homework is due at the beginning of each class.  You should put it first thing in their 

     class bin.  

8.  Within 24 hours of taking notes, you will forget at least 60% if you do not revisit them, complete the 

      recall column and do a left side in your notebook.  
9.  Remember to actually do and turn in your homework.  The majority of students that encounter 

     difficulties do so because of not turning in their homework.  There is a direct correlation between not 

     doing homework and lack of achievement on quizzes and tests.  

Suggestions for Improving Essay Assignments:

1.  Make an appointment with Mr. Greer during lunch or after school to discuss progress with essay writing. 
2.  Internalize the standard rubric for the argumentative and document-based essays.  Knowing these 

     expectations  will help you to recall the standards for each of these essays.  

3.  Continually think of thesis statements that you could write for each textbook section that you take notes 

     on and answer the questions.  

4.  Use tools such as Turnitin.com to help you practice your paraphrasing and correct attribution of sources 

     used in your essays.  
Suggestions for Preparing for an Assessment (Quiz or Test):
1.  Review notes daily for 15-25 minutes.  Revise notes and homework daily.  The more a 
     student rehearses (reviews) content learned, the easier it will be to transfer that content 

     from short-term memory to long-term memory.  This will better ensure recall of content on 

     a test or quiz.  Also draw pictures of concepts to help you see them.   This will help you prepare for the 

     unannounced quizzes throughout each unit.  
2.  Create flash cards with concept on one side and an explanation/definition on the other.  

3.  Begin reviewing for a test at least a week before for at least 30 minutes each night.  
4.  At least 40% of total learning time should be spent reviewing new information.
5.  Create a study sheet for each topic or block of material a week before a test.  Use outlines, 

     graphic organizers, mind maps to help visually organize learning.  
6.  Try to link or connect new information with what you already know.  Compare and contrast this 

     information with what you already know. 
7.  Use highlighters and draw pictures to help you organize as you review new information. 
8.  Review after class to reinforce short-term memory.  Review that same evening just before 

      going to sleep (uses the subconscious to continue processing information and aids long-term 

      memory).  

9.  Review with a buddy to continue the processing of new information.  

10. Visualize concepts in your mind as you read or review.  

Suggestions for Improving Notebook:
1.  Write down notebook assignments in agenda and immediately on table of contents.
2.  Return to create a left-side application within two days of completing the right side 

     assignment.

3.  Left side assignments should apply the new information learned in different ways.

4.  Quality notebooks require a lot more than 5 minutes to complete each assignment.  It requires 
     time and much effort.  

5.  Since notebook checks are unannounced and are worth a test grade, you should devote a few minutes to 

     it each time you study.  

6.  Give your notebook the time and effort it deserves.

Additional Internet Resources for Study Skills:

1.  www.stthomas.edu/academicsupport/helpful_study_skills_links.htm

This website contains links to different universities that offer study skills tutorials for students.  

Many of the links are beneficial and offer effective ideas for improving how you study.  

2.  http://counseling.uchicago.edu/resources/virtualpamphlets/study_skills.shtml


This website by the University of Chicago contains links to several other websites supported by 

universities to promote all kinds of study skills and study habits.  

3.  www.testtakingtips.com

This website contains several links to strategies to help prepare for taking tests.  

4.  www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/history.html


This website is hosted by the University of North Carolina and the link opens up a 

discussion of how to write history essays.  It serves as a good refresher course of how to 

write an analytical essay rather of the type expected for university level production.  Also check out the Essay Exam link in the text to find out more about taking essay exams.
