Modern US History

Unit 2: Gilded and Progressive Eras Essay 
10 Points 
Directions:  Write an essay that directly address the following prompt and submit it to turnitin.com by 8am the next time class meets. 

Assess the validity of the following statement: “Political corruption during the Gilded Age (1870-1901) did more good than harm.”  

Argumentative Essay Rubric

90-100% Essay  
9-10  Points

· Contains a clear, well-developed thesis that evaluates the identified specifics of the given essay prompt with several clear categories of argumentation.  

· Develops the thesis with substantial and specific relevant historical information.

· Provides effective analysis of TWO (or 3 if three topics are required) topics; treatment of topics may be uneven. 

· a clear counterargument was mentioned in the intro or conclusion and it was developed and successfully analyzed to show how author’s reasons were justified.
· May contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall quality of the essay.

· Is well organized and well written.

80-90% Essay
8-9 points

· Contains a thesis that partially evaluates the identified specifics of the given essay prompt with at least one clear category of argumentation.  

· Supports the thesis with some relevant and specific historical information.

· Provides some analysis of TWO topics (or 3 if that is required); treatment of the topics may be substantially uneven.

· A clear counterargument was mentioned in the thesis/introduction or in the conclusion but was not developed in the body of the essay.  
· May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay.

· Has acceptable organization and writing.

70-80% Essay 
7-8  Points

· Contains a confused or unfocused thesis. It does not contain clear categories of argumentation. 

· Provides minimal relevant information.

· Addresses only one topic or describes topics in a general way. Minimal attempt at any analysis. 

· At least one counterargument was made in the thesis or in the body of the essay but was not then analyzed to show how author’s reasoning was justified.
· May contain major errors.

· Has adequate organization and writing.

60-70% Essay
6-7 Points

· Thesis is mostly a simple restatement of the question.  No clear position is given.  

· Attempts to provide information but most facts included are not relevant. 

· Attempts to address only one topic (or only 2 of 3 required topics). 
· An attempt was made to provide at least one counterargument in the thesis or in the body of the essay.  
· May contain major errors which affect overall quality of the essay.  

· May be poorly organized and/or poorly written.     

59% and Below Essay 
5  Points and Below

· Lacks a thesis or simply restates the question.
· Contains no relevant historical information. 

· Exhibits inadequate or incorrect understanding of the question.

· Provides simplistic treatment of the question. 
· No counterargument was present in the essay.

· No analysis was present in the essay. 
· Essay prompt was not addressed

