Modern US History

Fall 2011 Semester Exam Instructions





Date: _________


Include these instructions in your Course Information section.   

A.  Exam Schedule

Monday, 23 January 2012 

8:30 am to 10:00 am in the Gym

B.  Exam Format – 100 Points:

· 2 Essays

· Choice of 1 Argumentative Essay – 50 points

· Choice of 1 Comparative Essay – 50 points 
· It is recommended that students pre-write before writing each essay.  It is not a good sign if you are “finished” but still have 20 or more minutes remaining during the exam period.  Remember that you are trying to synthesize all the learning from three units – not just one.

· Students should budget between 40 to 45 minutes to write each essay.    
C.  Exam Content:

1. Information included on this semester’s exam will come from all the content studied in 

· Unit 1 Industrialization and Growth
· Unit 2 Gilded and Progressive Ages
· Unit 3 Imperialism and War 
· The time frame for your exam is from 1869 to 1920 in U.S. History. 
2. Exam essay questions will draw upon assignments, projects, notes taken in and out of class throughout the semester. Your “study guide” 
    consists of your unit assignment calendars and the aforementioned homework assignments, notes, and projects completed in the first 
    semester.  Also study previously written essays to review how to improve your essay writing ability.  
D.  Exam Procedures:
1.  Use of a Notecard during the Exam

· Each student will be allowed to use Both SIDES of a 4x6 inch notecard on the exam.  This notecard may contain any information studied this semester but not outlines of written essays.  
· It may not be larger than 3 X 5 inches and may not fold out to a size larger than a 3 X 5 inch index card.  

· If you want to use a notecard for the exam, it must be submitted to Mr. Greer for approval BEFORE the exam.  This means that your completed notecard will need to be handed in by the due date noted on your Unit 3 assignment calendar.     

· Print your name somewhere legibly on the notecard (no sticky notes that might fall off).  
· The deadline applies to both blocks.  If a student turns in a notecard after the announced deadline, it will not be approved for use on the exam.  

· On exam day, upon entering the gym, look for the rows for Modern US History.  If you have submitted a notecard, look for yours and sit at that seat. Do not sit at a seat with a notecard if you did not submit one.    

· At the conclusion of the exam, turn in your notecard with the rest of your exam.  

· Any student using a notecard which was not pre-approved by Mr. Greer will be given a zero for their exam.  
· Students working together (no more than 3 to a group) on their notecards must email Mr. Greer in advance and submit all their notecards together at the same time.  
2.  Completing the Exam

· Use a black or blue ink pen to write your essay.

· Essay paper will be given and you must write the number for each essay at the top of the paper along with the page number.  

· You may write on any portion of the exam.  
· Take at least 5 minutes to organize and brainstorm before you write your essay. 
· You must write ONE of the argumentative essays and ONE of the comparative essays.  Students may not choose to write both essays of the same type (2 argumentative essays or 2 comparative essays).  

· Use facts from your notecard to provide support for the arguments you make in each essay.  

· When you finish your exam, assemble your exam in the following manner: put your two essays on top, rubrics next, and your test on the bottom.  Then have you test stapled and make sure that you name is on the first page of your first essay.  
