Early Civilizations

	
	Mesopotamia
	Egypt
	Indus Valley
	Shang / Zhou
	Minoan / Mycenaean
	Hebrews and Phoenicians
	Kush / Sudan
	Olmecs
	Chavin

	Geography
	 
	 
	
	 
	Balkan & Peloponnesian Peninsula, Anatolia, Crete - Aegean & Ionian Sea


	Eastern Mediterranean, at times to Egypt and Mesopotamia
	Lower third of the Nile – Sub-Saharan Africa
	Present day Mesoamerica - Mexico, Honduras, Guatemala, Belize
	Present day Andean South American - Peru

	Major cities
	 
	 
	
	 
	Cities limited in size by area controlled; also warfare limited size - Mycenae
	Jerusalem, Jericho, Tyre, 
	Kerma, Meroe, Napata, Sudanese mainly seaports – size limited due to food resources
	La Venta largest - metro pop - 350,000
	Chavin - small valley village structure

	Environment 
	 
	 
	
	 
	Mountainous, small fertile coastal plains & river valleys Dardanelles Strait
	Dry, some oases
	Located east of the Nile river, along the Red Sea and Persian Gulf Coasts
	Semi-tropical, some rainforest.
	Mountains, fertile

	Agriculture
	 
	 
	
	 
	Small farms - olives; herders
	Pastoral nomads, later some agriculture, cedars; Minimal agriculture
	Limited agriculture due to dry climate.

Early grain cultivation; flax for linen and papyrus


	Beans, squashes, chilies, later maize.
	Beans, peanuts, sweet potatoes, cotton,  

avocados – (Amazon), coca, fruit.

	Economy
	 
	 
	
	 
	Trade
	Overland and sea trade for Phoenicians
	Some cattle, and ironwork. Trade in ebony, gold, gems, and slaves


	Trade in jade and obsidian
	Some long-distance trade. Fish-farming.  Raising of alpaca and llamas too.


Early Civilizations (continued)

	
	Mesopotamia
	Egypt
	Indus Valley
	Shang / Zhou
	Minoan / Mycenaean
	Hebrews and Phoenicians
	Kush / Sudan
	Olmecs
	Chavin

	Government structure
	 
	 
	
	 
	City state structure, Tribal Kings/City State/ warlords

good record keepers
	Twelve tribes establish monarchy, then split into two – Judah and Israel. Phoenicians organized into city-states.


	King as High Priest - controlled power structure - power in the hands of the elite few
	Some sort of ruler with power to build huge pyramids and colossal heads.
	Warlord/ king structure

	Laws or ethical standards
	 
	 
	
	 
	Limited - “gods” were often blamed etc.
	‘Eye for eye’ from Sumer. Established monotheism – 10 Com-mandments and Torah


	Based in religious practice and beliefs
	Unknown
	Unknown

	Social structure  - include gender and labor
	 
	 
	
	 
	Some hierarchy.
	Largely patriarchal, some slavery allowed.  Religious elders (prophets and rabbis) and kings.


	Complex and hierarchical.

Women serve as queens, priestesses, and scribes - more rights than Egypt
	Presumed hierarchical
	Presumed hierarchical


Early Civilizations (continued)

	
	Mesopotamia
	Egypt
	Indus Valley
	Shang / Zhou
	Minoan / Mycenaean
	Hebrews and Phoenicians
	Kush / Sudan
	Olmecs
	Chavin

	Belief system
	 
	 
	
	 
	Polytheistic - from Minoans through

Mycenaeans - hierarchy of gods from Zeus down - incorporation of gods of other cultures
	Anthropomor- phous polytheistic. Hebrews -Monotheistic, moral/ethical standards and differentiation from others – Chosen People
	Combined Egyptian religions with their own.
	Anthropo-morphous polytheistic - eagle, jaguar; serpent, alligator -death rituals (human sacrifice) & ball game)
	Two main gods, a cult of sorts?


	Written language
	 
	 
	
	 
	Linear A (Minoan)

Linear B (Mycenaean)

Hellenic
	early simplistic / symbolic hieroglyphics – eventually Hebrew and Phoenician alphabet
	Used Egyptian writing until Meroitic in 5th C BCE
	Writing may have evolved into Mayan - Mayan may have been Olmec originally
	None known

	Arts
	 
	 
	
	 
	Metal work, sculpture & building; mosaic tile work;
	Some simple religious art (gold / wood) and dying of textiles for Phoenicians - simple sculpture.
	Sculpture; jewelry; weaving,
	Sculpting & jewelry
	Stonework, painting, ceramics,  jade, gold & silver work & some bronze.

	Science
	 
	 
	
	 
	Math, engineering, navigation; architecture
	Phoenicians - navigation
	Unknown
	Astronomy (calendar), engineering but no wheel or draft animals.
	Metallurgy, engineering to produce pyramids without wheel 

	Cause of decline
	 
	 
	
	 
	Minoans overpowered by Mycenaeans. Possible earthquake too or involvement in Trojan War.
	Invasion of Assyrians, reinforces group identity and sufferings added to religious celebrations
	Various invasions by Egyptians. Kicked them out and then other foreign conquests.
	Systema-tically destroyed ceremonial centers.
	Unknown.








