Modern World History ’09-’10


Decolonization Jigsaw Activity

Overview

One of the major themes after 1945 in world history has been the struggle of many countries to gain independence from their colonial oppressors.  This struggle for independence gained momentum after the end of World War 2, especially in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East.  

Project

Your task is to become an expert on decolonization of a region so that you can teach your learning group the answers to the following essential questions.   
· What strategies were used to end imperial colonization in SE Asia/Middle East/S. Asia/Africa?
· How did the process of decolonization impact that region in the form of major results or consequences?
Activity Procedures:

1. Each student will be placed in a Learning Group of 4 members (one group of 5).  

2. Then each student in that group will be assigned to a region listed above and their task is to become an expert on that region in decolonization because they will teach it to their Learning Group mates.  

3. Students with the same region will meet in an Expert Group to identify and refine strategies and example decolonization results so they can answer the questions posed; also they will discuss ways to teach what they have learned and to create 5 multiple choice questions and 3 short answer questions for that region related to decolonization.  Some of these questions might be used on the quiz.  
4. Then the Learning Groups will meet so that each student can teach their topic; all students must take notes in their notebook and each region must be clearly marked in their notes.  

5. Then each student will take a quiz on decolonization covering all 4 regions so that individual and group learning is evaluated.  

6. Each Learning Group’s overall score will be tallied; the learning group with the highest overall score will earn an extra 3 points on the decolonization quiz.  Also each region will be evaluated within this quiz.  The region that has the most correct answers of all students will reward those members of that expert group to earn an additional 3 extra points on the quiz.  

Activity Resources:
Students can find information in Chapter 34 of the course textbook.   As well, there are links on the research page on Mr. Greer’s website.  Groups are not required for this activity to compile a works cited page.  
Learning Groups and Expert Region Assignments: 

1 – SE/E Asia

2 – Middle East

3 – Africa

4 – South Asia
	LG1
	Region
	LG 2
	Region
	LG3
	Region
	LG4
	Region
	LG5
	Region

	Lyth
	3
	Talal
	3
	Aref
	4
	Omar
	3
	Alex W.
	2

	Shahad
	1
	Christine
	3
	Lara
	2
	Vicky
	4
	Alex P.
	4

	Ryo
	2
	Rashad
	2
	Aya
	1
	Abashak
	2
	Dominic
	3

	Katie
	4
	Mo
	4
	Hamza
	3
	Yasser
	1
	Sam
	1

	
	
	Calum
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	


Activity Planner
	Day
	Group Activities
	What is Due by 

End of Class?
	Homework

	Tue, 20 Apr
	Meet in Expert groups – survey the textbook to identify strategies and then identify examples for each strategy
	1 Copy of the Group Strategies worksheet  completed and initialed by each member of the group (5pts)
	Each expert group member will research at least one example that supports one of the strategies identified in class.  This work will be checked at beginning of next class (5pts)

	Mon, 26 Apr


	Meet entire period in expert groups using homework to compile an accurate and detailed “teaching sheet” to use next class to teach the learning groups. 
	1 copy of the rough draft of the group Teaching Sheet initialized by each group member is due by the end of class for feedback from Mr. Greer (5pts)
	Each expert group MUST email Mr. Greer a copy of its final teaching sheet before next class (5pts)

	Wed, 28 Apr
	1. Initially meet in expert groups for 10 minutes to finalize any last minute comments or questions

2. meet in learning groups to teach the strategies and examples from each region in 10 minutes; each student to take notes on the other three regions (you may paste your expert notes for your region)

3. when this activity is finished return to expert groups to create multiple choice and short answer questions
	Nothing
	Each expert group member is to create at least 2 original multiple choice questions and 2 short answer questions for next class with answers for each (10pts); none of the questions should be exactly as any others from your group.  

	Mon, 3 May


	1. meet in expert groups for 30 minutes to decide on the 5 multiple choice questions and 3 short answers questions that the group will submit


	After 30 minutes, each expert group will submit the Questions Form (10pts)  
	Refer to the homework calendar 

	Wed, 5 May


	The Decolonization Quiz will be taken today to finish this activity.  
	
	Refer to the homework calendar
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Expert Group ________________
Decolonization Jigsaw Activity

Decolonization Strategies (5pt group grade)
Identify at least 3 strategies used by countries in your region to gain independence from colonial powers after 1945.

Strategy #1 ___________________


Describe or define it:  

Strategy #2 __________________

Describe or define it:

Strategy #3  _________________

Describe or define it: 

Identify which group member will research which strategy for homework tonight:
Each group member to initial below to signify that you agree with all work on this page and that everyone worked together to compile this today:  
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Name: ______________

Decolonization Jigsaw Activity




Expert Group: _______________

Decolonization Strategy Research (5pt individual grade)
For homework, research the strategy(ies) you have volunteered to research for your expert group.  Identify the strategy, summarize it/define it, and then detail at least one example of the use of it in your expert region below.  This is due by the start of next class.  

What is the strategy you volunteered to research?

Define that strategy: 

Describe in detail at least one historical example of it being used in your expert region AFTER 1945:

Another strategy: 
Define it: 

Historical Example(s) of that strategy being used in your expert region after 1945?

Write any questions below or on back that you might have about any of this.  Discuss these with your group and or Mr. Greer next class.
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Expert Group ________________

Decolonization Jigsaw Activity

Teaching Sheet Rough Draft (5pts group grade)

Complete this chart by the end of class and submit it.  Only one copy per group is necessary although each group member should also have a copy of this information to review for next class (in order to teach it).  

	Decolonization Strategy
	Historical Examples and Results

	Strategy: ____________

Definition:


	Ex #1:                                                      Date(s) _______

Describe how the strategy helped this ex gain independence:

Results of this independence movement:



	Strategy: ____________

Definition:


	Ex #1:                                                      Date(s) _______

Describe how the strategy helped this ex gain independence:

Results of this independence movement:



	Strategy: ____________

Definition:


	Ex #1:                                                      Date(s) _______

Describe how the strategy helped this ex gain independence:

Results of this independence movement:
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Expert Group ________________

Decolonization Jigsaw Activity

Teaching Sheet Final Draft (10pts group grade)

Only one copy per group is necessary to be emailed before class begins although each group member should also have a copy of this information to review for next class in order to teach it.  

	Decolonization Strategy
	Historical Examples and Results

	Strategy: ____________

Definition:


	Ex #1:                                                      Date(s) _______

Describe how the strategy helped this ex gain independence:

Results of this independence movement:



	Strategy: ____________

Definition:


	Ex #1:                                                      Date(s) _______

Describe how the strategy helped this ex gain independence:

Results of this independence movement:



	Strategy: ____________

Definition:


	Ex #1:                                                      Date(s) _______

Describe how the strategy helped this ex gain independence:

Results of this independence movement:
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Expert Group ________________

Decolonization Jigsaw Activity

Questions Worksheet (10pts individual grade)

Each member of your expert group must use your notes to create at least 2 multiple choice questions and 2 short answer questions for next class.  After each one write your own answer for it.  Write these questions below following the guidelines and then bring this to class.  

Multiple Choice Questions (at least 2 must be completed)

· Have a stem  

· Have 4 possible answers – 3 are called distracters and 1 correct answer – be careful that these are too vague or too ridiculous to be considered.  
Ex: The reason why the independence movement against Great Britain was successful in Sri Lanka was


A) because it involved all people against the government.


B) because it was supported by the mother country.


C) because it had failed earlier but lessons had been learned.


D) because the Roman Empire had declined by 475 CE.  

Which distracter is too vague and which is too ridiculous?  Why? 
Short Answer Questions (at least 2 must be written)
Short answer questions typically address higher critical thinking skills such as application, analysis, and evaluation.  The point of the question is to focus the student on a specific concept and cause them to have to do one of the aforementioned 

Ex#1:Define decolonization (comprehension) and provide an example of it (application).  

Ex#2: How effective/similar was the strategy of ___ in the independence struggle in India?  (analysis)

Use words such as how and why for analysis, synthesis, and evaluation when writing short answer questions.  Refer to the Bloom’s Taxonomy page if you need more guidance on which kinds of words to use to ensure that your short answer questions ask for analysis, synthesis, application, and evaluation. 

Write your multiple choice and short answer questions below and on the back if you need more space.  These are due at the beginning of next class.  
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Expert Group ________________

Decolonization Jigsaw Activity

Expert Group Questions (10pts group grade)

Using your homework in your group, look at and use/modify/change any of the multiple choice questions so that your group will submit 5 different MC questions on your region.  Then look at all the short answer questions and decide which 3 your group will submit that meet the expectations of the evaluation rubric.  

Five (5) Multiple Choice Questions:

Three (3) Short Answer Questions:
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Expert Group:  ________________

Decolonization Jigsaw Activity

Learning Group Teaching Activity Rubric
24 Points (Group Grade)

	
	Needs Improvement
	Adequate
	Good
	Excellent

	Method of Instruction

(x2)
	· Almost all learners simply read from their teaching sheet – no elaboration beyond what was on the sheet

· 1 or more members simply allowed others to copy their teaching sheet

· No relevant or understandable visual aids were used by any member of the group when teaching their peers


	· All but 1 learner elaborated beyond their teaching sheet in answering questions, clarifying details

· No copying of teaching sheets by any member of the group

· some members of the group provided some relevant and understandable kind of visual aid when instructing members of their group
	· Almost all learners elaborated beyond the information on their teaching sheet
· No copying of any of the teaching sheets by any member of the group
· most learners may have provided some kind of visual aid when instructing others in the group on their region


	· All members elaborated beyond their teaching sheet in answering questions, clarifying concepts, and explaining examples

· No copying or even glancing at the teaching sheet except by the group member teaching the region

· all learners provided some kind of visual to aid in the instruction of their region to the group

	Level of Group Interaction 

(x2)
	· All learners were simply copying down what was being taught word for word 
· frequent periods of complete silence of more than 5 seconds in the group
· 1 or more members of the group were observed to be off task or not acting seriously during this activity

· Almost no eye contact between any member of the group during the activity
	· some learners were simply copying down what was being taught word for word
· infrequent periods of brief but complete silence of more than 5 seconds in the group 
· 1 or 2 brief lapses of off task behavior observed of 1 or more members during this activity
· Infrequent eye contact between some members of the group


	· most learners were discussing, questioning, and clarifying while writing down the main points of what was being taught

· Few periods of complete silence of more than 5 seconds in the group 
· Almost all members were on task throughout the duration of the activity

· Frequent eye contact between some members of the group during the activity


	· All learners were clearly involved in discussing, questioning, clarifying, and taking active notes of the main points being taught
· Almost no periods of silence as the group dynamic helped to process the information being taught to them 
· All learners were on task throughout the duration of this activity

· Consistent and frequent eye contact between all members of during the activity



	Time for Instruction
(between

10-15 Minutes)
(x2)


	· Almost all learners finished more than 5 minutes over or under time.

	· some learners finished more than 3 minutes over or under time.


	· All learners finished within 2-3 minutes of time

	· All learners finished within the time frame range and teaching was not rushed



Comments:

