AP World History

Mr. Greer

The Conrad-Demarest Model of Empire

All thys were of hys anpyre – Robert of Gloucester

Robert of Gloucester used “empire” in 1297 to describe an extensive territory made up of formerly independent states.  In modern usage, an empire is a politically unified state in which one people dominate their neighbors.  Generally speaking, the domination is through military force although it may also include a number of other “forces” such as diplomacy, religion, and trade.  “Imperial” simply refers to an empire.  In 1984, Geoffrey Conrad and Arthur Demarest posited a model for understanding empire in their book Religion and Empire: The Dynamics of Aztec and Inca Expansionism.  The model proves useful for understanding the rise and fall of empires throughout world history.

Basic Principles of the Model

1. The necessary preconditions for empire are

a. State-level government

b. High agricultural potential for the environment

c. An environmental mosaic

d. Several small states with no clearly dominant state (power vacuum)

e. Mutual antagonism between several small states

f. Adequate military resources

2. The primary reason a states succeeds in empire building is an ideology supporting

a. Personal identification with the state

b. Empire

c. Conquest

d. Militarism

3. The major results of empire are

a. Economic rewards reaped in the early years and redistributed to the elite and sometime the citizenry

b. Population increased often supported by the government and its ideology

4. Empires fall because 

a. Expansion and conquest exceed practical limits (overextension)

b. Failure to continue expansion and conquest erodes faith in the government and its ideology

c. Rebellions topple the empire

