Comparative Essay Rubric

90-100% Essay
45-50 Points  

· Contains a clear, well-developed thesis that directly addresses the prompt and contains multiple, clear categories of comparison. 

· Develops the essay with substantial and specific relevant historical information.  

· Substantially develops all parts of the question; this might be somewhat uneven. 

· Contains at least two (2) effective direct comparison statements in the essay

· Provides effective analysis to justify, explain reasons why, for all the categories of the question.  

· May contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall quality of the essay

· Is well organized and well written. 

80-90% Essay
40-44 Points

· Contains a thesis that addresses the prompt and may have 1 clear category of comparison (a clear similarity but not difference or vice versa) 

· Supports many parts of the essay with some relevant and specific historical information.

· Contains at least 1 effective direct comparison. 

· Develops only one part while mainly summarizing the other parts of the essay. 

· Provides some analysis to justify how or explain why for some categories of the essay.  

· May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay.  

· Is organized and has understandable writing.  

70-80% Essay 
35-39 Points

· Contains a confused or unfocused thesis that states a position. 

· Provides some relevant and specific historical information for some parts of the essay.  

· Attempts to provide at least 1 direct comparison. 

· Provides minimal analysis to justify how or explain why for some categories of the essay. 

· May contain a major error (not several) that interrupt comprehension

· Basic organization observed; writing is comprehended 

60-70% Essay
30-34 Points 

· Simply restates the question without providing a position (“there are some similarities and differences”)

· Provides minimal relevant historical information.

· Does not contain any direct comparison statements. 

· Only develops one side in the essay; other side(s) is/are omitted 

· Contains major errors that interrupt comprehension

· May be poorly organized and or poorly written

59% and Below Essay
29 Points and Below 

· No thesis is provided

· Essay is only a simple summary of several events – no clear comparison or contrast provided.

· No relevant historical information given.  
· No analysis for any of the identified similarities and or differences is provided.  
· Little to no organization or development observed.  

· Essay prompt was not addressed.

