AP World History

Mr. Greer

Comparative Belief Systems Project

In Unit 2 we will focus more on the rise of major belief systems prior to 600CE.  This project will enable you compare and contrast two of these in a number of different ways.   
Each of you will compete the following:

1. Pick two belief systems (Hinduism, Christianity, Buddhism, or Confucianism) and explain in a 1-3 page essay to what extent they were offshoots of existing religious, political, or social systems and to what extent they were responding to new issues in the society. This essay will be graded for ideas and organization.  
2. Research and identify one primary source (use the textbook or internet) of at least 3-5 paragraphs of continual text for each of the following belief systems:

a. Christianity

b. Hinduism

c. Buddhism

d. Judaism

e. Legalism

i. Print a copy of the primary source for that belief system and then answer these questions on the back of each source:

1. What are the credentials of the author?

2. What is the author’s POV?  Why?

3. Why does the author say this?

4. What are three things that can be learned from the primary source about that belief system?  Quote the exact line or sentence and tell how this informs you or enables you to make the inference for each instance.

5. Full MLA citation of the source for that primary source.  

When this project is due you will staple a cover sheet (name, course, date, teacher) to the essay and the 5 pages of primary sources you have analyzed.  

Due Date: Monday, 13 October 2008

Deductions:

1 calendar day late 25% is deducted from your final grade

2 calendar days late 40% is deducted from your final grade

3 calendar days late 50% is deducted from your final grade

After that there will be no score for this project.  

Comparative Essay 
25 points

5 Primary Sources
25 points

Combined Project
50Points

