Modern US History


Unit 5: Cold War Project


70 Points 
Overview

In Unit 5 students will study the causes and consequences of the Cold War on the United States and how U.S. Foreign Policies during the Cold War affected other regions of the world.  For this project, groups of students will research and present how U.S. policies affected other regions of the world.  

Each group will have to answer the essential question for this project in their presentation for the region their group has selected:

How did United States foreign policies during the Cold War affect ______ ? 

There are five different regions that will be researched and presented: Latin America, Europe, Asia/Southeast Asia, the Middle East, and the United States itself.  This means that there will be 5 groups, one responsible for each region.  
Procedures
1.  After groups have been created, each group will identify 3 Cold War U.S. foreign policies for their chosen region.   A one page typed summary of these foreign policies will be submitted as part of the group grade.    

2. Then groups will create a comprehensive timeline of events in their region that are related to U.S. foreign policies during the Cold War.  Timelines should begin in 1945 and end by 1975 and contain at least 10 different events.   Each event must have a 2-3 line summary of the event.  Each group will submit a typed handout of their timeline as part of their group grade.    

3. Once the timeline has been created, groups will begin to plan their presentation for class on the designated day in the assignment calendar.  Presentations must be between 8 to 12 minutes.  Presentations will be in the form of a power point presentation.  The goal of the presentation is to answer the essential question with 
i. analysis - telling why the policies were used by the U.S 
ii. explanations of detailed examples that illustrate how these policies affected the region 
Project Evaluation Criteria

1. Group grades will consist of the summary of policies (10pts), the timeline (20 pts), a works cited page of sources used in the project (10pts), and the presentation (20 pts).  An additional 10 points will come from peer assessments of each group member’s participation and effort during the course of the project.  

2. Refer to the rubrics for more details about each of the products for this project.  

Project Due Dates
	
	Block B
	Block F

	Foreign Policy Summary
	2 March 09
	3 March 09

	Timeline
	8 March 09
	9 March 09

	Works Cited 
	15 March 09
	16 March 09

	Project Presentation
	15 March 09
	16 March 09

	Peer Evaluations
	15 March 09
	16 March 09
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Name: _______________

Cold War Project Peer Assessment


10 Points 


Group # ______
The purpose of this peer and self-review is for each team member to rate themselves and their group mates in the following areas of the group project.  It is confidential and so will not be shared with anyone.  Make sure that you have also attached your project group planning sheet to this or else 50% of your overall score will be deducted.  
***1 calendar day late will earn a 15% deduction, 2 calendar days late earns a 30% deduction.
Use the following scale to individually rate each member of your group, including yourself:

1 – Strongly Disagree
2 – Disagree
3 – Agree
4  - Strongly Agree

	Group Member Name →  


	
	
	
	
	

	Preparation

Contribution to research 

Completed assignments given within the group 

Met deadlines
	
	
	
	
	

	Participation

Stayed for duration of meetings out of class

Volunteered ideas

Kept focused during meetings
	
	
	
	
	

	Attendance

Attended scheduled meetings outside of classtime
	
	
	
	
	

	Interpersonal Relations

Positive

Productive

Helpful; gave suggestions to others for solving problems
	
	
	
	
	

	Between Meeting Communication

Initiated and responded as necessary and in appropriate manner 
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall Score 


	
	
	
	
	


**If you have rated yourself or a peer a “1” in any area please explain why in the space below and continue on the back. 
Individual Questions for Reflection – answer in complete sentences.  

1.  What is an important lesson you have learned from doing this particular project?

2.  What is something you will do next time in a group project that you did not do this time?  Why? 
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Group # _____
Cold War Project: Foreign Policy Summary Rubric
10 Points 

Region ______________
Group Members Primarily Responsible for this Product:   __________________________________________
Requirements:

1.  Typed, 1.5 spaced, 1 inch margins, 12 pt Arial Narrow font.

2.  3 different foreign policies are clearly indentified and summarized in the 1 page. 

3.  1 calendar day late will earn a 15% deduction, 2 calendar days late earns a 30% deduction.
4.  Any source used in this should be included in your works cited page.
	
	Needs Improvement
	Adequate
	Excellent

	Conventions
	Contains more than 5 errors of punctuation, grammar, and or spelling.  
	Contains fewer than 3 errors of punctuation, grammar, and or spelling.  


	Contains no errors of punctuation, grammar, or spelling.  

	Ideas
	Contains 2 or fewer identified foreign policies and or does not adequately summarize each identified policy; some policies may be the same as others and or not clearly identified.  Some of the summaries are inaccurate or missing.

	Contains at least 3 foreign policies that are minimally summarized.  
	Contains at least 3 foreign policy summaries that are well-explained and each foreign policy is clearly identified 

	Requirements
	Did not follow all listed requirements.  

	
	Followed all listed requirements without exception.  


Comments:
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Group # _____

Cold War Project: Timeline


20 Points 


Region _____________

Group Members Primarily Responsible for this Product:   ____________________________________________
Requirements:

1.  Typed, A4 size paper.  Font size can be between 9 – 12 point for the descriptions of each event on your timeline.  Use Arial Narrow font.  

2. Timeline orientation can be landscape, double lined, or normal page.  It must be contained on one side of the A4 paper only.  

3. The timeline should have a title in 12 point Arial Narrow.  
4. Any source used in this should be included in your works cited page.
5. 1 calendar day late will earn a 15% deduction, 2 calendar days late earns a 30% deduction.

	
	Needs Improvement
	Adequate
	Excellent

	Conventions
	Contains more than 5 errors of punctuation, grammar, and or spelling.  
	Contains fewer than 3 errors of punctuation, grammar, and or spelling.  


	Contains no errors of punctuation, grammar, or spelling.  

	Ideas
	Contains fewer than 10 events that are directly related to US Cold War foreign policies; may contain at least 10 events directly related but 1 or more may be lacking the year, title, or a summary of significance.  
	Contains at least 10 events; all are directly related to  US Cold War foreign policies; each event is clearly identified by the year, title, and has a brief 1-2 sentence summary (lacking significance) on the timeline. 


	Contains at least 10 events; all are directly related to US Cold War foreign policies; each event is clearly identified by the year, title, and brief summary (3-4 sentences) on the timeline.   

	Requirements
	Did not follow all listed requirements.  


	
	Followed all listed requirements without exception.  


Comments:
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Group # _____

Cold War Project: Works Cited


10 Points 


Region _____________

Group Members Primarily Responsible for this Product:   ____________________________________________
Requirements:

1. Typed, A4 size paper.  Font size should be Ariel Narrow 12 point.  1.5 spacing.  Normal margins.
2. It must have a title.
3. MLA format.

4. All sources used to make the summary, timeline, and presentation go onto the page.  
5. 1 calendar day late will earn a 15% deduction, 2 calendar days late earns a 30% deduction.

	
	Needs Improvement
	Adequate
	Excellent

	Conventions
	Contains more than 5 errors of punctuation, grammar, and or spelling.  
	Contains fewer than 3 errors of punctuation, grammar, and or spelling.  


	Contains no errors of punctuation, grammar, or spelling.  

	MLA Format
	Contains fewer than 2 sources (not including the textbook); there were more than 3 errors in the formatting of the sources on the works cited page.   
	There were 2 or fewer errors in the formatting of at least 2 sources in addition to the textbook on the works cited page.   


	There were no errors in the formatting of at least 2 sources in addition to the textbook on the works cited page.  


	Requirements
	Did not follow all requirements.  
	
	Followed all requirements without exception.  




Comments: 
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Group # _____

Cold War Project: Presentation


20 Points 


Region _____________

Group Members Absent on the Day of the Presentation: ________________________________________________

*Any group member that was not present the day presentations were given must bring in a note from a parent to excuse them and then they must write a 1 page summary of their comments that they would have said had they been present for the presentation.  This summary must be submitted to turnitin.com to check for originality.  It will be due the next class they attend after class presentations. 

Powerpoint Presentation Rubric 

	
	Needs Improvement
	Adequate
	Excellent

	PPT Slides Set Up
	Presentation was not consistent in the amount of information given on each slide or in the kinds of transitions; background color/images clashed with text on 2 or more slides; 1 or more slides contained distracting noise/sounds; too much or too little information was given on each slide (sentence form rather than in bullet point form); 1 or more slides had no real purpose in the presentation

	Presentation was relatively consistent in amount of measured information given on each slide; transitions were relatively consistent on each slide; the background color and or illustrations did not impact the text included on the slide; few distractions were observed.
	Presentation was consistent in amount of measured information given on each slide; phrases or one word concepts were listed in bullet point form on each slide; transitions were consistent on each slide; the background color and or illustrations did not impact the text included on the slide; no distracting sounds or noise was used in the presentation.

	Member Participation
	1 or more group members did not contribute to the presentation in any way; 1 or more members did not elaborate beyond the information given on the slide and or were reading multiple slides during the presentation; 1 or more members were not serious for the duration of the presentation
	All group members contributed to a lesser or greater extent during the presentation.  Most members were able to go beyond the information given on each slide.  All members were businesslike during the presentation; very little reading of slides by any group member
	All group members contributed meaningful explanations of analysis or of events during the presentation; there was no one or two leaders as all participated equally.  All members were businesslike.  Almost no reading of any slide from any member of the group.  There were no long pauses during the presentation. 
 

	Overall Effectiveness
of Presentation
	The presentation left many questions unanswered and or did not adequately answer the essential question of the project.  There were too few or too many slides used to accomplish this task; many audience members were observed to be bored, sleeping, and or generally not interested in the presentation.  Presentation was more than 3 minutes over time or under time.

	The presentation adequately answered the essential question of the project.  There may have been too few or too many slides to accomplish this task.  Few audience members were observed to not be engaged in the presentation.  Presentation was over or under time by 2 or fewer minutes.  
	The presentation clearly and systematically answered the essential question of the project.  The right amount of slides were used to present the findings of the group.  Almost all audience members were engaged throughout the duration of the presentation.  Presentation was between 8 and 12 minutes. 


Comments: 
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Name: ______________
Cold War Project: Group Planning Sheet





Group # _____

Directions: Staple this to your peer evaluation sheet after group presentations have been completed.  If it is missing 50% of your overall mark for the project will be deducted.  
Other Group Members:

	Name
	Email Address
	Telephone Number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Project Region:  ______________________________

	Project Task
	Group Member(s) Responsible
	Group Deadline for Draft

(before official deadline)

	1. Research for Project
	
	

	2. Foreign Policy 1 page summary
	
	

	3. Project Timeline
	
	

	4. Works Cited
	
	

	5. PPT slide presentation
	
	


Group Communication/Collaboration Plan:

How does your group plan to meet outside of class?  

How frequently does your group plan to communicate during the project?

How will your group peer edit the products produced by members of your group?  Will all members check on the quality of the work before it is submitted?  How?  
