Major belief systems - History and Impact

	Hinduism


	Conversion and Spread – Missionary outreach
	Sects - timing and reasons for creation
	Contacts with other faiths and impact
	Social and cultural Impact – hierarchy, attitude towards social change, art 
	Role of women
	Economic impact, including science
	Political Impact or use by Government

	Foundations  to 600 CE


	Begins in India with migration of Aryans.  Spreads to South Asia and SE Asia and with Indian communities
Upanishads written. 

Ramayana written. Mahabharata written.


	Buddhism develops in the 6th C BCE as a reform and movement against castes. Jainism also develops during this time, stricter approach to achieving Nirvana.
	Development of Buddhism and Jainism as alternates to Hinduism causes some changes in Hinduism’s teachings.  
	Caste system – )varnas:

 Brahmin (priests), Kshatriya (rulers and military), Vaishyas (merchants), Sudra (manual workers) and Untouchables).  Do not believe in or accept social change.
	Can work towards their own reincarnation, but considered inferior to men. Role is to be a consort or mother.  Encouraged to commit suicide when husband dies – as no role left in life.
	Establishment of jatis – subcastes that often serve as guilds – rules of behavior, take care of their own.
	Used to support certain rulers and dynasties (especially post-Gupta).  Even after start of Buddhism, tolerance of other faiths is encouraged.
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	Hinduism


	Conversion and Spread – Missionary outreach
	Sects - timing and reasons for creation
	Contacts with other faiths and impact
	Social and cultural Impact – hierarchy, attitude towards social change, art
	Role of women
	Economic impact, including science
	Political Impact or use by Government
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Major belief systems - History and Impact

	Judaism


	Conversion and Spread – Missionary outreach
	Sects - timing and reasons for creation
	Contacts with other faiths and impact
	Social and cultural Impact – hierarchy, attitude towards social change, art
	Role of women
	Economic impact, including science
	Political Impact or use by Government

	Foundations  to 600 CE


	No missionary movement.  Moved from Mesopotamia into Eastern Mediterranean. Exiled by Assyrians.  Diaspora into Egypt. Also exiled by Romans.


	Orthodox – refers to the denomination that is closest to the original way that Judaism was practiced and interpreted.  Changes in faith occur, but mostly as a result of different geographic locations rather than views on faith
	Polytheistic religions in various empires clashes with Judaism and often leads to persecution of the Jews living in their borders as well as various periods of exile. 

Christianity – develops as an alternative to Judaism in the Roman Empire.
	Hierarchy established with priests and kings on top.  

Allowed slavery. 

Kosher rules affect food, cooking, eating and other parts of life.

Largely self-segregating community – so little impact in society at large after fall of Israel and Judah.

Art is supposed to not show human forms.


	Considered subordinate, women do not have role in worship, but are examples of women leaders – Judith.  Good woman is Ruth- follow husband’s family. Rules for dress encourage women to wear head coverings or wigs.  Women are also segregated in the synagogue.
	After original Jews stopped being herders, many Jews became scholars, merchants and artisans and formed merchant communities around world. Allowed to be moneylenders in some interpretations of Torah.
	From group of pastoral nomads under Abraham, Jacob, and Moses develop into kingdom of Israel, splits into Judah.   This changes faith from a contract with god to identity as a Hebrew nation – Holy days celebrate release from captivity or commemorate persecution. Conquered by various empires – Assyrians, Romans, etc.

	600-1450 CE


	
	Ashkenazi (Eastern European) and Sephardic (Mediterranean – Spanish) Jews have the same beliefs but some different customs and terminology.
	
	
	
	
	


	Judaism


	Conversion and Spread – Missionary outreach
	Sects - timing and reasons for creation
	Contacts with other faiths and impact
	Social and cultural Impact – hierarchy, attitude towards social change, art
	Role of women
	Economic impact, including science
	Political Impact or use by Government

	1450-1750 CE


	
	Hasidic – 1740 in Eastern Europe. As a response to changes in their communities, trying to hold onto ways and beliefs of the past.

	
	
	
	
	

	1750-1914 CE


	
	Jews living in the US formed new groups like Conservative Judaism (1880s)

And Reform or Progressive Judaism 1873 to meet their new views on Judaism. 
	
	
	
	
	

	1914-present


	
	Reconstructionist Judaism was formed in the 1920s in the US. Modern Orthodox & 

Ultra Orthodox are variations on the original form of Judaism.

	
	
	
	
	


Major belief systems - History and Impact

	Confucianism


	Conversion and Spread – Missionary outreach
	Sects - timing and reasons for creation
	Contacts with other faiths and impact
	Social and cultural Impact – hierarchy, attitude towards social change, art
	Role of women
	Economic impact, including science
	Political Impact or use by Government

	Foundations  to 600 CE


	Practiced in China. No real missionary activity.  Philosophy spreads to Korea.
	None at this time.
	Legalism – persecutes or looks down on Confucianism.

Daoism – coexists peacefully with Confucianism.

Buddhism – wide appeal threatens many Confucian officials
	Not egalitarian. Based on a hierarchy but also on reciprocal relationships. – Men more important than women.  Elders more important than youngers.  Merchants despised, lower than farmers. 

Social change is encouraged only when government needs to be changed and then things should return to normal. 

Art is basically classical forms of painting, especially calligraphy.
	To be a dutiful daughter and wife.  As a mother of sons – to teach them the values necessary to succeed – especially in education.  Also to honor husband even when dead.
	Looks down upon merchant activity or money making as a goal.  Encourages the best and brightest to become scholars.  Farming is also okay.  No impact on science besides that it does not encourage it.
	Government is universal, the basis of good government is men, not laws – men need to learn Confucian study to become good government workers – gives mobility in society.  Also government can be overthrown if ruler is bad.
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	Confucianism


	Conversion and Spread – Missionary outreach
	Sects - timing and reasons for creation
	Contacts with other faiths and impact
	Social and cultural Impact – hierarchy, attitude towards social change, art
	Role of women
	Economic impact, including science
	Political Impact or use by Government
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Major belief systems - History and Impact

	Buddhism


	Conversion and Spread – Missionary outreach
	Sects - timing and reasons for creation
	Contacts with other faiths and impact
	Social / cultural impact – hierarchy, attitude towards social change, art
	Role of wo-men
	Economic impact, including science
	Political Impact or use by Government

	Founda-tions  to 600 CE


	Starts in South Asia and is spread by missionaries and merchants. Spreads to Sri Lanka, SE Asia, China and finally Japan in the (1st – 6th C CE) 
	Theravada - “original” sect, practiced in SE Asia. Monks and nuns intercede for all.  

Mahayana - popular sect begun in the 2nd C BCE practiced in E. Asia. All living creatures have a Buddha nature.  All are equal and can reach Nirvana in this lifetime. All should perform acts of charity & mercy. Has Bodhisattvas.
	Hinduism - reformed it – rejected castes. Hinduism changes to make Buddhism less appealing. 

Taoism – in China Buddhism appeals to Taoists, not Confucians, who look down on it as foreign. 

Shinto – becomes much more formalized in response to Buddhist incursion into Japan.
	Challenges Hindu caste system.  In other regions gives those of lower classes hope and an “out” especially in China with monasteries which are also tax exempt.
	Can be nuns. Can achieve own enligh-ten-ment.
	With the challenge to the caste system – changes jobs of many who “drop out” of life.  Trade plays a large role as traders travel with missionaries – and traders donate items – silks, etc. to monasteries.

Monasteries are also key in developing bronze casting for bronze bells.
	Were considered a separate caste or at least separate community.  After Asoka converts, there is more acceptance & conversion.  Later others encourage return to Hinduism, while Asian rulers allow or encourage conversions.
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Major belief systems - History and Impact
	Buddhism


	Conversion and Spread – Missionary outreach
	Sects - timing and reasons for creation
	Contacts with other faiths and impact
	Social and cultural Impact – hierarchy, attitude towards social change, art
	Role of women
	Economic impact, including science
	Political Impact or use by Government
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Major belief systems  - History and Impact

	Christianity 


	Conversion and Spread – Missionary outreach
	Sects - timing and reasons for creation
	Contacts with other faiths and impact
	Social and cultural Impact – hierarchy, attitude towards social change, art
	Role of women
	Economic impact, including science
	Political Impact or use by Government

	Foundations  to 600 CE


	Spread by apostles and disciples throughout Europe, parts of Asia and Africa.  At first just any converts spreading the news, later more formal spread by Romans.  
Adoption of many pagan traits and dates of celebration
	Coptic – in the 5th C was declared to be heretical, but claim to be one of the oldest original Christian churches, preceding Rome.  Manichaeism – 3rd C CE – more a compendium of other faiths, including Christianity. Nestorian – 4th C CE, view Jesus as two people – divine and human. Mary is not the Mother of God.  Arian – 4th C – Jesus is less divine than God. 
	Judaism – major influences in terms of laws, rules, beliefs, body of converts and later to help distinguish themselves from.
Zoroastrianism – has influences in terms of the belief in good and evil.

Manichaeism – influences St. Augustine.
	At first very egalitarian, almost communist and not very institutionalized. This changes after adoption by Romans who need it to become a state religion with pageantry and pomp.  No longer conversion of the willing, but forced.  No longer religion of the oppressed but the oppressors.  Art also reflects this as there now is a need for show – churches are created and statues too.
	At first egalitarian with women playing an equal role in worship and ministry.  Once it became an official religion new rules and formality was adopted – priests instead of ministers – had to be men and celibate (by 5th C)
	Restrictive as has been interpreted to have negative attitude towards merchants or making money. Then some loosening since the Church needs money to keep it going and building.
	At first was persecuted by Romans. Then Constantine legalizes it. Then Theodosius makes it compulsory and begins institutio-nalization with councils on various heresies after adoption by Roman Empire.
Syncretism also with pagan faiths to help adoption process.
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	Christianity 


	Conversion and Spread – Missionary outreach
	Sects - and reasons for creation
	Contacts with other faiths and impact
	Social and cultural Impact – hierarchy, attitude towards social change, art
	Role of women
	Economic impact, including science
	Political Impact or use by Government

	1450-1750 CE


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1750-1914 CE


	.
	
	.

	
	
	
	 

	1914-present


	
	
	
	
	.
	
	


Major belief systems  - History and Impact

	Islam 


	Conversion and Spread – Missionary outreach
	Sects - timing and reasons for creation
	Contacts with other faiths and impact
	Social and cultural Impact – hierarchy, attitude towards social change, art
	Role of women
	Economic impact, including science
	Political Impact or use by Government

	600-1450 CE


	Islam starts in Arabia (Mecca and Medina). Spreads to entire peninsula by 632 by conquest and conversion.  By 700s Islam is in Persia, Turkish regions, North Africa, Spain, Central Asia and borderlands of India. Islam spreads to Europe and West Africa in the 900s and Swahili states in 1100s. Islam introduced into Southeast Asia – Indonesia and Malaysia in 1300s.
	Sunni – or traditional branch of Islam.  Elects their caliphs.

Shia – formed in 661 believes that caliph needs to be an heir of Muhammad.

Other branches of Islam also form – Twelvers, Ismailis, etc.  Different forms with beliefs in various imams.


	Muhammad was greatly influenced by Christianity and Judaism and these two faiths became protected peoples in the Muslim world.  Subject to a tax, but entitled to rights and protection.

Christianity – once the Muslim empires began encroaching on Christian empires, like the Byzantine and Spanish, tensions arose, but generally the Muslims kept favorable opinions about the Chrsitians despite the ill-treatment received at their hands.

Hinduism – in the Sultanate of Delhi – women enjoyed more rights as Muslims than Hindus – divorce and property rights. At first tried to impose new religion, but then stopped it.


	At first egalitarian, then limited to Arabs, then opened to non-Arabs

Abbasids with capital in Baghdad – golden age of Islam culturally and scientifically.

Samanids – non-Arabs wielding power.

Moorish Spain under Umayyads becomes center of Islamic cultural world. Islam in Western Africa – Songhai, Hausa, Mali provided educated scholars who became public servants.  Timbuktu becomes center of learning.

Dar al-Islam as a unifying cultural and economic force in Eurasia and Africa.  Enslavement of non-Muslims (Slavs, Africans, Circassians, etc) allowed.  Art is focused on non-living representations – no humans or animals – geometric shapes and plants; architecture and calligraphy – beautifying  the word of God.
	Improvement from Bedouin days in Arabia.  Then with Persian and Mediterranean influence women suffer a decline in status.  In West Africa, religion is adopted without restrictive social practices.  For some women legal rights are an improvement in their lot even as restrictions on dress are not.  Can play a role in the religious community building mosques and schools and can learn to read.
	At first supportive then restrictive. Islam in Western Africa – Songhai, Hausa, Mali. Helped trade relations, Provided educated scholars who became public servants.  Timbuktu becomes center of wealth (salt and gold) and learning.
Dar al-Islam as a unifying cultural and economic force in Eurasia and Africa

	Islam begins and soon thereafter the Islamic Empire is formed. After first four caliphs spread Islam in region, empire became Ummayyad then Abbasids which leads to further splintering of empire.  Fatimids rebel in 909 and establish Shiite caliphate. Crusades in 1095-1204 try to unify Muslims.  Mongols further challenge Muslim unity, when some adopt and others do not.  Mongols put down by

Mamelukes – former slaves.


	Islam 


	Conversion and Spread – Missionary outreach
	Sects - timing and reasons for creation
	Contacts with other faiths and impact
	Social and cultural Impact – hierarchy, attitude towards social change, art
	Role of women
	Economic impact, including science
	Political Impact or use by Government
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