Speech and Debate

Mr. Greer

Articulation Overview and Descriptors

1.  Articulators:   Jaw, lips, tongue, teeth and soft palate

2.  Articulation – your skill at using both consonants and vowel sounds 

     clearly and precisely when pronouncing sounds.  


Voiced and unvoiced consonants:



S-Z
F-V
P-B
T-D
K-G

3.  Pitch – the high and low frequency of air passing through the larynx

4.  Inflection – subtle variations of pitch in a sentence; monotone means 

     absence of inflection. 

Example: word emphasis.


I can’t tell you not to go.  

I can’t tell you not to go.  


I can’t tell you not to go.  

I can’t tell you not to go.



I can’t tell you not to go.  

I can’t tell you not to go.

5.  Resonance – equal amount of air between the chest and voice naturally 

     enhances sound.


i.  breathy = too much air


ii. harsh/raspy = constricting the throat


iii. nasal = too much resonance in the nose

6.  Tempo -  how fast or slow you speak.

7.  Phrasing – how you divide your speech into smaller parts, adding pauses 

     to create emphasis and a rhythmic pattern of sound and silence.

8.  Voice Quality – the unique characteristics of your voice and how you 

     sound to yourself as well as others.

9.  Projection – filling the performance space so that every member of the 

     audience can hear and understand you.

