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Overview

Advanced Placement World History is designed to prepare students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands similar to those of full-year college survey courses.  In AP World History, students will develop a greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contact including interactions over time.  The course highlights the nature of changes in the international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies.  

The course imposes a heavy reading and writing load throughout the year, and the demands on students are equivalent to a full-year introductory college course.  For example, students can count on having to read 60 pages and completing homework from 5 to 7 hours each week.  Daily activities focus on the mastery of a selective body of factual knowledge and the development of analytical skills required for success on AP World History examination. Critical writing and thinking skills are developed through the evaluation of primary and secondary sources, oral presentations, short essays, and research assignments. 

For instance, in nearly every class students will analyze primary sources (artifacts, art, charts, texts, etc) to help with the Document Based Question given on the AP Exam as well as to help to improve students analytical thinking skills.  

In each unit, students will be evaluated by quizzes, unit exams, essays in and out of class, and DBQs.  Students will also participate in Socratic seminars and debates on the readings and primary sources considered in the course.  

Textbook prices for those who wish to purchase will be provided on the first day of class.  Students are encouraged to purchase their textbook so that they will be able to keep it in order to write and or highlight in it like they might do in college.   

The six AP World History Themes will be used throughout the course of identify the broad patterns and processes that explain change and continuity over time.

The Six AP World History Themes
1. The relationship of change and continuity from 8,000BCE to the present.

2. Impact of interaction among and within major societies.

3. Impact of technology, economics, and demography on people and the environment.

4. Systems of social structure and gender structure.

5. Cultural, religious, and intellectual developments.

6. Changes in functions and structures of states and in attitudes toward states and political identities, including the emergence of the nation-state.

Textbooks

Bentley, Jerry and Herbert Ziegler. Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past. 3rd 


Ed. Boston: McGraw Hill, 2006.    

Student resources for the textbook are available at: http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0072957549/student_view0/
Additional Reading Sources
Andrea, Alfred and James Overfield.
 The Human Record. 5th Ed. 2 vols. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Company, 2005. 

Reilly, Kevin.  Worlds of History: A Comparative Reader. 3rd Ed. 2 vols. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 


2007.  

Sherman, Dennis, et al.  World Civilizations: Sources, Images, and Interpretations. 4th Ed. 2 vols. 


Boston: McGraw Hill, 2006.  

Weisner, Merry, et al. Discovering the Global Past: A Look at the Evidence. 3rd Ed.  2 vols. New 


York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007. 

Wolf, Ken. Personalities and Problems: Interpretive Essays in World Civilizations. 3rd Ed. 2 vols. 


Boston: McGraw Hill, 2005. 

Thematic Questions In Each Unit
· What is big history? What is global history? What is world history?

· What is civilization? What is globalization? What is global civilization?

· What is periodization? How do historians divide time into periods?

· What is change? What is continuity? How are change and continuity related?

· How do different societies and regions react? What patterns emerge?

· How do technology and economics affect human populations?

· How do humans interact with and change the environment?

· How do societies organize social structure and gender? 

· How do the experiences of different classes and genders vary?

· How do societies organize governments?

· How do societies organize religion? What happens when religions interact?

· How do humans respond to different forms of government?

· How have cultural and intellectual developments shaped human experience?

AP Habits of the Mind and Skills
In AP World History students will learn skills which will empower them to act how historians 

· use evidence to construct and evaluate arguments

· use point of view, context, and frame of reference to analyze documents

· understand and interpret information

· assess change and continuity over time

· identify global patterns of time

· understand the relationship between local and global developments

· make comparisons within and among societies

· understand diverse ideas, beliefs, and values in historical context

Also students should

· see global patterns and processes over time and space while connecting local developments to global ones.  

· comparing within and among societies, including comparing societies’ reactions to global processes 

· consider human commonalities and differences

· explore claims of universal standards in relation to culturally diverse ideas

· explore the persistent relevance of world history to contemporary developments

The AP World History course uses periodization to divide historical periods between 8000BCE and the Present .  Using the full-year block schedule, these periods have been divided into 6 units of instruction taught over approximately 75 class meetings before the scheduled AP World History Exam on 14 May 2009. 

Unit 1: Rise of Human Society   8000 BCE to 600 BCE  Encounters and Traditions, Ch 1-6
This introductory unit will concentrate on the themes of migrations, religions, empires, and trade. The habits of mind emphasized will be using evidence to make an argument, evaluating primary sources, making comparisons, assessing issues of continuity and change, looking for global patterns over time and space. 


Organizing questions in this unit include:
1. How did homo sapiens evolve?

2. What was the economy and society of hunter gathering peoples like and how did they evolve into agricultural societies?

3. How do we characterize early societies in Southwest Asia and the Indo-European migrations?

4. What characterized the early African societies and Bantu migrations?

5. What Common characteristics and distinctions were possessed by early societies in South Asia, East Asia, the Americas, and Oceania?

6. How do different ancient regions of the world solve common economic problems?

7. How do different ancient regions of the world establish order?

8. What role does geography play in solving economic problems and establishing political order?


The following primary sources will be used as the above topics are explored:

· Hammurabi’s Laws on Family Relationships

· Israelites’ Relations with Neighboring Peoples

· The Great Hymn to Aten

· The Rigveda on the Origin of the Castes

· Family Solidarity in Ancient China

· The Voyage of Ru

Unit 2:
Organization and Reorganization of Human Society 600 BCE to 600 CE       Ch 7-12 

Organizing questions in the unit will include:
1. How did religion in classical society differ from ancient kingdoms?

2. What roles did the Han and Chin dynasties play in the unification of China?

3. How did religion and government combine to unite Classical India?

4. What criteria was used in the different classical civilizations to create social distinctions?

5. What role does Alexander the Great play in combining civilizations?

6. What role does classical trade play in syncretism?

7. What contributions do the the Aryans, the Greeks, and the Romans make to the evolution of government?

8. What similarities can you find in the teachings of Buddha, Ahira Mazda, Abraham, Jesus?

9. What comparisons can you make in Hammurabi’s Code and Roman law?

10. What moved along the Silk Road besides trade goods?

11. What comparisons can you see between the Han empire in China and the Roman empire in the Mediterranean world?

12. Why did the fall of the Roman empire have a more dramatic impact on the western world than the decline of the Han empire had on the eastern world?


The following primary sources will be used as the above topics are explored:

· Zarathustra on Good and Evil

· Confucius on Good Government

· Caste Duties according to the Bhagavad Gita

· Socrates’ View of Death

· Tacitus on Corruption in the Early Roman Empire

Unit 3: Developing Regional and Trans-Regional Interaction 600 CE to 1450 CE     Ch 13-22 


Organizing questions in the unit will include:
1. In what ways did the Eastern Roman Empire carry on the classical heritage at Constantinople?

2. What tensions existed between eastern and western Christians?

3. How did Byzantium influence Eastern Europe?

4. How was Islam so immediately successful?

5. How did Islam change the values of the Middle East?

6. What role did the Sui and Tang dynasties play in the resurrection of rule in East Asia?

7. How does the Middle East advance knowledge and contain the wisdom of the ancient world?

8. What role does trade play in the spreading of religion?

9. What role does religion play in the re-establishment of order in Europe?

10. What role was played by Turkish Migrations and Imperial expansion?

11. How did East African migrations during this time period impact population growth and political organization?

12. How did the spread of Islam impact the two major parts of Africa?

13. How successful were Christianity and Islam as they competed for converts?

14. How were “New World” societies able to accomplish so much with the relative absence of wheels and written languages?

15. How does the theocracy of the Aztecs and Incas compare with the theocracy of Islam?

16. What patterns can we detect in diplomatic, military and economic travel during this time period?

17. Why did initial European exploration result in increased curiosity while east Asian exploration at about the same time resulted in apathy about the outside world?

18. What role did the spread of disease play in the continued belief in religion, the movements of peoples, urbanization, depopulation and population recovery, and the coming of the modern world?


The following primary source topics will be explored:

· Anna Comnena on the Suppression of Bogomil Heretics

· The Quran on Allah and His Expectations of Humankind

· Benjamin of Tudela on the Caliph’s Court at Baghdad

· Cosmas Indicopleustes on Trade in Southern India

· Life on an early Medieval Manor

· Gregory of Tours on the Conversion of Clovis

· The Mongols and Eurasian Integration

· Nomadic Conquerors and their Contemporary Appeal

· Ibn Battuta on Muslim Society at Mogadishu

· Sundiata and the Reconstruction of Niani

· Francesco Balducci Pegolotti on Trade Between Europe and China

· Thomas of Celano on St. Francis of Assisi

· Mexica Expectations of Boys and Girls
Unit 4: Global Interactions 1450 CE to 1750 CE    Ch 23-28

 Organizing questions that will be explored as this unit is investigated:

1. What motivated Europeans to explore?

2. What new technologies aided the exploration process?

3. What did Europeans bring to the New World and what did they bring back with them to the Old World?

4. How was Europe transformed by the Columbian Encounter?

5. What new forms of government evolved in Europe?

6. How did the Price Revolution impact Europe?

7. What new forms of economic devices evolved?

8. How did syncretism express itself in the conquering and colonizing of the “New World?”

9. How does the slave trade change Africa?

10. What motivates the unification of Japan?

11. What economic and social changes occur in China at this time?

12. What are the Gunpowder Empires and why are they unable to maintain their dominance?

              The following primary and secondary sources will be explored:


· Christopher Columbus’ First Impressions of American Peoples

· Vaccination and the Eradication of Smallpox

· Adam Smith on the Capitalist Market

· The Holy Herb Nicotine

· Captain James Cook on the Hawaiians

· The Globalization of African Music

Unit 5: Global Interaction and Industrialization 1750 CE to 1914 CE     Ch 29-32
Organizing questions to be explored as this unit is investigated:
1. How does the Enlightenment redefine the relationship between humanity and government?

2. What is the relationship between popular sovereignty and political upheaval?

3. Under what circumstances does revolution occur?

4. Which revolutions had the greater impact upon the western world?

5. What patterns for industrialization exist?

6. What is the relationship between capitalism, imperialism, mercantilism, the price revolution, the agricultural revolution, and the industrial revolution?

7. How does the American Revolution in North America differ from other American revolutions?

8. Why does North America become economically independent while South America becomes economically dependent?

9. How is the Ottoman Empire able to maintain the bluff while deteriorating economically, politically, and militarily?

10. How is the Russian Empire an anachronism?

11. Why (how?) is Japan the only Asian nation to modernize itself at this time?

12. How do the European Imperialistic powers justify their practices?

13. Was European imperialism profitable?

14. How does European imperialism explain syncretism?

15. Even after the political imperialism of the 19th century is completed, what residue remains?

The following primary and secondary sources will be used in addition to the textbook:

· The Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen

· Thomas Malthus on Population

· Marx and Engels on Bourgeoisie and Proletarians

Unit 6: Global Fragmentation and Realignment 1900 CE to the Present    Ch 33-40
Organizing questions to be explored in this unit:
1. What is the difference between positive and negative nationalism?

2. What new technologies lead powers into new conflagrations?

3. How does nationalism cause global jealousies?

4. To what extent is there a shift in power at the end of WWI?

5. How are the 1920s a worldwide economic and psychological depression?

6. To what extent is the end of WWI the end of the Enlightenment?

7. How is democracy questioned after WWI?

8. How is the 20th century a new Scientific revolution?

9. How does Africa and Asia break away from their colonial harnesses?

10. To what extent should WWI and WWII be thought of as one war?

11. How was WWII a total war?

12. Why is the post-WWII scene considered bipolar?

13. Is the U.N. a promise or a nemesis?

14. How does the Cold War impact the Third World?

15. How does the fundamentalist world react to the “Five Mikes”?

     The following primary and secondary sources will be used in this unit:
· The Influenza Pandemic of 1918

· FDR and Nothing to Fear
· Genocide

· Silent Spring

· Global Terrorism

Unit VII Exam Review

The review will consist in class time reviewing of strategies and a discussion of out-of-class strategies for reviewing content.  There will also be a mock exam held in mid/late April which will constitutes your 2nd semester exam grade.  The AP exam occurs on Thursday, 15 May 2008 from 8am-12pm.  
Course Grading and Requirements

Assignments in AP World History fall into the following categories:



Tests/Quizzes

40%

Essays/Projects
30%

Homework

20%

Class Participation
10%

1. Homework assignments are designed to reinforce material covered in class or to prepare for the next day’s work.  Written assignments will be collected and graded.  Reading assignments will be checked with a brief reading quiz given at the beginning of class.  Students that miss a reading quiz because of an excused absence are required to complete all the of the study questions for the assigned reading.  Make-up reading quizzes will not be given.  

2. Essays are a critical part of this course and require students to master three specific skills: document analysis, comparative analysis, and change-over-time analysis.  Practicing these skills leads to success on the AP exam while improving writing skills in all subject areas.  Short projects such as presentations and research essays are part of this category.

3. In addition to the reading quizzes, other quizzes (announced and unannounced) will be given throughout each unit.  These may be in either multiple choice, short answer, or essay format.  

4. Examinations are given at the conclusion of each unit and include a variety of questions designed to assess students’ mastery of the materials and skills taught in each unit.  These examinations will include a combination of multiple choice and essay questions, some of which will be based on documents, maps, graphs, charts, or other visual sources. 

5. Each student will maintain a class binder which will be checked once each quarter.  It will contain section dividers for (1) course handouts/syllabus, (2) reading and class notes, (3) assignments, (4) essays, and (5) returned quizzes/tests.    

6. Class participation is an important part of any course.  Students are expected to participate in all class discussions, seminars, and debates.  Additionally, absences and tardies will be reflected in the participation grade.  

Classroom Policies and Procedures

A.  Materials: All students are expected to bring their textbook, a pen, notebook, and binder to class 
     each time unless otherwise advised.  Students will generally need the following supplies for 
     class:

· Three-ring binder

· Filler paper 

· Black or blue pen

· Lead pen or pencil

B. Assignments

1. Homework is due in the class bin at the beginning of class.  If a student misses a class because they were late to school or dismissed early, then they are responsible to hand in their assignment that same day.  Homework may be done in pencil or blue/black pen unless required to be submitted to Turnitin.com.  In that case, homework must be typed and submitted to Turnitin.com before class begins.  Bringing homework to class on a USB flash drive does not mean it is “on-time.”  

2. Students that were excused absent for a class may turn in the assignment that was due as well as the assignment they missed (by being absent) the next time the class meets.  Students are responsible for getting notes and assignments from their classmates or by checking the class webpage.  Write “Make Up” on the top of the assignment and place it in your class bin when turning it in.  

3. Any assignment not turned in on time may be turned in by the end of the next consecutive calendar day for a 25% deduction.  If the assignment is turned in by the 2nd calendar day it will be reduced by 50%.  Write “Late” at the top of the assignment.  Remember that homework is not just checked for “completion” so a late assignment might earn less than the percent deduction if incomplete or lacking in quality of work.    

4. Assignments may be written in pencil or blue or black ink only on white, lined filler paper (8 ½ by 11).  Assignments turned in on paper torn from wire ring notebooks (such as your history notebook) will not be accepted.  Write your name, date, and class on the upper right hand side and the title of the assignment on the first line in the center of your paper.  

5. In class essays are handwritten, on filler paper, in blue or black ink only.  Essays assigned for homework shall be typed and submitted to Turnitin.com when due.  Keep in mind that you will not have a word processor during the AP Exam so your handwriting must be legible!  

6. EMAC Activities – Students that miss an assignment that was assigned while they were participating in an EMAC event, shall have one week from the day they are supposed to return to school to make up any and all missed assignments.  Assignments given before their EMAC travel are due the day they return to school.  If there is a scheduled test while you are traveling for EMAC, schedule a time to take it before you travel.   In general it is advised that you check in before you travel for EMAC.  

C. Unit Exams 

1. Write in blue or black ink only.  Use filler paper to write any exam essay.  

2. Students are responsible for making up missed tests if the absence is excused.  Make up tests are given after school and you have one week to make up this test.  Schedule a make up test which is given after school.  Exceptions are at the teacher’s discretion. 

3. A 1.5 fall semester exam will be given counting as 20% of a student’s final semester grade.  
4. Students will also take a full (3 hour) mock exam in April for practice, before the actual AP test is administered in May, which will count as their second semester exam.  

D.  Quizzes

1. Write in blue or black ink only on filler paper.

2. Based on the format, quizzes vary in length and time.  The longest type of quiz will be an essay quiz (to simulate the AP Exam).  Students that are excused absent on the day of a quiz are responsible for making up the quiz the very next day (if they return to school the next consecutive day for example).  Contact the teacher immediately to schedule your make up quiz.   

3. Reading quizzes announce themselves whenever students are assigned specific readings as part of their homework assignments.

E.  Class Rules 

     1.  Be Prepared

     2.  Be seated before class begins.

     3.  Respect yourself and others

     4.  No food or drink in class.

     5.  Observe other rules as stated in the student handbook. 

F.  Consequences for Breaking Rules

     1.  Student is warned.

     2.  Student-teacher conference is held and student is issued a detention.

     3.  Parent contact is made and student is assigned a detention.

     4.  Student is sent to the HS office and parent contacted.

G. Academic Honesty

     1.  All students are expected to abide by the school mission statement and policy on academic 

          honesty.  Academic dishonesty, plagiarism, and their consequences are found on page 23 in 

          the student handbook.

H.  Office Hours

    1.  Students may schedule a time to meet individually to discuss assignments, evaluations, or 

         progress with the teacher.  During the first quarter, students that make a C or lower on an 

         exam or quiz will be required to meet with the teacher to discuss their results.  

I.   Unit Calendars

At the start of each unit, students will be given a hard copy of the specific homework and exams that have been assigned for the unit.  Additionally, these will be posted on the course website.  It is a good idea to continually check the course website to find out the latest changes, updates, and announcements in AP World History.

Instructions for Assignments

Current Events Assignment

Each week students will connect a current news story or event with a theme in the course.  Students will be required to identify an article from a newspaper (The New York Times, Washington Post) or a magazine (Newsweek, The Economist).  Each current event should be labeled for the week it is submitted.  

Each current event consists of 4 parts:

1. Identify a recurring theme (from page #1 of this syllabus) 
2. Define the theme IN YOUR OWN WORDS while not using any part of the theme in its own definition.

3. Then explain how the article or event in the article relates/connects to the theme.  Don’t simply summarize the 
4. Finally give the full MLA citation for the article you have used.  
This explanation is written on filler paper, the article attached, and is placed in the class bin by the end of the day each Monday whether class meets or not on that day.  

Generic Annotated Trace/Timeline Assignments

Select one of the AP World History themes and 10 events for the time period assigned that the show the largest changes related to that theme for the time period and place each on the timeline.  The annotations go below the timeline and explain why each event was significant to world history.  At the very bottom of the page, write a thesis statement about how the changes in the “theme” in this period show continuity and change over time.  An example of a thesis might be: “Although manufacturing technology rapidly changed in the nineteenth century, many farmers continued to use the same tools their ancestors developed in the past.”  Remember to title the timeline.   

Generic Annotated Map Assignment

Take note of the large event or process assigned for the annotated map (for example industrialization, imperialism, World War II).  Find 10 events related to that larger process or event and place them on the map.  The annotations should go near the location on the map and explain why the event was important.  Write a thesis statement at the bottom or on the back of the map on how the process or event shows continuity and change over time.  Remember to title the map.  

Generic Instructions for Video Critiques

Write a full paragraph that includes

· A topic sentence about the point of view of the video producer

· Identification of two examples of the following film techniques used in the video; camera angles, lighting, choice of artifacts, photographs, reenactments, film footage, music, narration, pacing

· An explanation of how the techniques were used to prove the point of view of the video producer. Use a minimum of two examples for each technique.

· Concluding sentence about how well the producer’s point of view is achieved.

Generic Instructions for Socratic Seminars

1. Understand the question(s) for the seminar.

2. Read the source(s).

3. Take notes from the source(s) to help you answer the question(s).

4. Make comments on the following 

a. Information in the sources

b. Validity of evidence used by the author(s)

c. The strength of the argument (thesis)

d. To respond to a question asked by someone else

e. To respond to a comment made by someone else

5. Ask how/why questions on the following
a. Information in the sources  (ex – vocabulary)

b. Validity of evidence used by the author(s)

c. The strength of the argument (thesis)

d. To respond to a question asked by someone else

e. To respond to a comment made by someone else
How to Construct an Argument

Claim/Assertion + Reason + Evidence = Fully Developed Argument

Saturday is the best day of the week because there is no school.  Looking at the
school calendar on its website, it shows that there is no school on Saturday.

David Beckham is a not a successful soccer player.  This is because he has never led any 

team, when he was the captain, to a championship.  According to the ’07 World of Sports 

Almanac, David has played soccer for 13 years and none of his teams have ever won their 

league championship.  

Thesis Statement Construction

A thesis statement must

· Fully address the question asked (not the one you’d prefer to answer)

· Take a position in answering the question asked

· Provide organization categories to support your position (these categories will be the subject of the topic sentences in the main body paragraphs)
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