AP United States History

Critical Book Review Assignment

1.  Type your name, subject, and date in the upper left hand corner of the first page.  The body of the review must be typed in New Times Roman, 12 point, double spaced, normal margins.
2.  Two spaces below your name, indent, begin with a full bibliographic entry (MLA format) for the book for the book you are reviewing.  This is the title of the assignment.

3.  First Paragraph: Provide the author’s qualifications for writing the book.  Include relevant information about the author’s educational background, experience, and research activities.   Google the author’s name to find out more information about the author than what might be given in the front or back of the book.  
4.  Second Paragraph: Give a brief summary of the book in no more than 6 sentences.  This is not a book report but a critical review so keep it general.  
5.  Third Paragraph: Explain why the author wrote this book.  What is the author trying to prove?  How does this book differ from all others written on the same subject?  What is the thesis of this book?  This is often the most difficult part of this review.  If help is needed, refer to other reviewers as necessary.  Check historical journals, the New York Times Book Reviews, or Book Review Digest. If you use other reviewer’s ideas, be sure to give credit to them.   
6.  Fourth Paragraph: What did the author do well?  Give positive criticism.  Did the author prove his thesis?  Was the book written clearly?  Was the book logically organized, fast paced, balanced, and informative?  How good was the bibliography, footnotes, and index?  
7.  Fifth Paragraph: Negative criticism.  What did the author do poorly?  Was it worth the time invested to have read this book?  Could the book have been made better?  Whatever you think that was not done well (including negative answers to any of the questions in this paragraph or from #6) include in this paragraph.  
8.  Final Paragraph: Provide an overall assessment of the book.  Overall, did the good points outweigh the bad?  Did the author succeed in what he/she tried to accomplish?  
