AP United States History
Sectional Representation Project 1800-1860
Overview

In the years 1800 to 1860 the United States were trying to reconcile the twin issues of slavery and states’ rights with democratic, representative government.   A study of the composition of the Congress and the presidency during this time will help students to better understand how and why the Civil War started in 1860 rather than earlier.  

The Project

Each student will research the composition of Congress and the presidency and then create charts and graphs that help illustrate how sectional representation evolved over time in the Legislative and Executive Branches of the United States federal government.  This will include:
1.  A timeline that shows the addition of free and slave states from 1800 to 1860.  Show new free states on one side and new slave states on the other.  It needs a title.  
2.  A chart or graph that shows the number of House of Representatives from free states and slave states for 1801, 1811, 1821, 1831, 1841, 1851, 1861.
3.  A chart or graph that shows the number of Senators from free and slave states for 1801, 1811, 1821, 1831, 1841, 1851, 1861.

4.  A chart that lists all the U.S. Presidents from 1801 to 1861, the political party, and the state from which they hailed showing if the state was currently free or slave at the time of their election.  
5.  A list of 5-10 inferences (generalizations) from this data you have created.  These inferences cannot be simple restatements or simple observations of the data such as “there were more representatives from free states in 1821 than there were in 1811.” 

6.  A works cited page that includes all the sources incorporated in the charts.  Each student must have used at least one source in the completion of this project.  

7.  All should be done on A4 size sheets of paper, stapled to a cover sheet with your name, course title, and due date.  Each graph should have a major title, and the units of measurement labeled for the x and y axises and the chart needs labeled columns.  
8.  All work is to be typed and or charts/graphs formatted using Excel or Word software.  

Project Evaluation

1. Each item in #1-4 is worth 10 points.  The works cited page is 5 points.  The inferences section is 5 points.  This means that the entire project is 50 points.  

2.  The project will be evaluated for completeness (not just for being attempted) and accuracy.  The works cited page will be evaluated for accuracy and the inferences section for originality in being able to combine multiple factors to create inferences not just based on one piece of data or fact.  
Project Due Date
Sunday, 15 November 2009
1 calendar day late – 30% deduction of mark

2 calendar days late – 50% deduction of mark 

Any part of project not typed – 75% deduction of mark

Missing works cited page – 100% deduction of mark  
