AP US History 

Mr. Greer

Generic Essay Rubric (Non-DBQ Essays)

The 8-9 Essay

· Contains a clear, well-developed thesis that evaluates (or analyzes, explains, gives the extent to which) the identified specifics of the given essay prompt 

· Develops the thesis with substantial and specific relevant historical information.

· Provides effective analysis of the identified period and specifics of given essay prompt.

· Provides effective analysis of TWO (or 3 if three topics are required) topics; treatment of topics may be uneven.

· May contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall quality of the essay.

· Is well organized and well written.

The 5-7 Essay

· Contains a thesis that partially evaluates (or analyzes, explains, gives the extent to which) the identified specifics of the given essay prompt.

· Support the thesis with some relevant and specific historical information.

· Provides some analysis of TWO topics (or 3 if that is required); treatment of the topics may be substantially uneven.

· May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay.

· Has acceptable organization and writing.

The 2-4 Essay

· Contains a confused or unfocused thesis or may simply restate the question.

· Provides minimal relevant information or lists facts with little or no application to the question.

· Offers minimal consideration of the identified specifics of the question

· Addresses only one topic (or only 2 of 3 required topics) or describes TWO (or Three) topics in a general way.

· May contain major errors.

· May be poorly organized and/or poorly written.  

The 0-1 Essay

· Lacks a thesis or simply restates the question

· Exhibits inadequate or incorrect understanding of the question

· Contains no historical information

