AP US History:  Common Essay Prompts
In AP US History, there are many different kinds of essay prompts you will be asked to address in an essay format, in addition to the DBQ question.  Some questions will require a comparison of different eras.  Here are a few of the phrases you might encounter when assigned an essay to write:

1.  Quote + assess the validity of the quote.

“Although the United States is widely regarded as the home of free enterprise, business values, and materialism, American fiction since 1865 has generally been critical of business behavior and values.”  Assess the validity of this generalization with reference to the work of at least TWO writers who have treated the behavior and values of businessmen in their fiction since 1865.  

2.  Analyze the reasons/ways….

Analyze the reasons for the emergence of the Populist movement in the late 19th century.

3.  To what extent…

To what extent and why did religious toleration increase in the American colonies during the 17th and 18th Centuries?  Answer with reference to three individuals, events, or movement in American religion during the 17th and 18th centuries.  

4.  Evaluate… or Assess 

Evaluate the relative importance of the following factors prompting Americans to rebel in 1776: parliamentary taxation, restriction of civil liberties, British military measures, the legacy of colonial religious and political ideas.

Why did socialism fail to become a major force in American politics between 1900 and 1940 despite widespread dissatisfaction with the social and economic order and significant support for radical movements during that period?  

5.  Discuss this statement…. or apply this generalization….

In American politics the most significant battles have occurred within the major parties rather than between them.  Discuss this statement with reference to the periods 1850-1861 and 1900-1912.  

6. Compare and Contrast + to what extent or analyze…..

Compare the debates that took place over American expansionism in the 1840’s with those that took place in the 1890’s, analyzing the similarities and differences in the debates of those two eras.  

