NB Activity: 1421 Video Questions





Date: ____________
Read the summary about the author of 1421 and then complete the following questions as you watch the video, 1421: The Year China Discovered America.
Gavin Menzies (born 1937) is a retired British submarine commander and amateur historian best known as the author of the controversial book 1421: The Year China Discovered the World, which asserts that ships from the Chinese fleet of admiral Zheng He travelled to the Americas prior to Christopher Columbus' arrival in 1492 and circumnavigated the globe a century before Ferdinand Magellan as part of the era of Chinese exploration. This thesis has been discounted "as nonsense" by professional historians. 
1. What are three specific pieces of evidence that Gavin uses to support his theory?

2.  What have critics said about the evidence he has used to support his case?
3.  How does Gavin Menzes respond to his critics where he has been criticized for his lack of evidence?

4. What do you think about the idea that the Chinese were the first to “discover” the Americas and to sail around the world? Why?
