American Community School of Amman

Advanced Placement United States History:  2010-2011 Course Syllabus
Mr. Greer – Room 302
lgreer@acsamman.edu.jo
www.mrgreer.net
AP US History Exam: Friday, 6 May 2011, 8AM

Advanced Placement United States History is designed to prepare students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands similar to those of full-year college survey courses.  Specifically it is a survey of United States History from settlement to the present day.  In AP US History, students will develop a greater understanding of the evolution of the processes that contributed to the development of the United States from its founding to the present day.  The course highlights the nature of changes in the political, economic, and social frameworks, as well as continuity, and their causes and consequences in US History.  

The course imposes a heavy reading and writing load throughout the year, and the demands on students are equivalent to a full-year introductory college course.  For example, this means that students will typically have between 5 to 7 hours of homework and 60 pages to read each week.  Daily activities focus on the mastery of a selective body of factual knowledge and the development of analytical skills required for success on AP US History examination.  Critical writing and thinking skills are developed through the evaluation of primary and secondary sources, oral presentations, class discussions and debates, short essays, and research assignments.  
There are approximately 75 class meetings before the AP Exam takes place.  Six meetings are allocated for review (2 for the Semester 1 Exam and 4 for the AP Exam).  This means that roughly 70 class meetings are for instruction prior to the AP Exam.  Not a minute can be wasted and this makes it incumbent upon student to be responsible in keeping up with the pace and rigor of this course.    There is no spring semester exam as the mock exam, typically given in April, will replace this exam.  
Several themes in US History will be discussed throughout the year:
American Diversity



Globalization 

American Identity



Slavery and Its Legacy in North America

Demographic Changes


Culture

Economic Transformations


Reform 

Politics and Citizenship


Environment 

Religion




War and Diplomacy

Thematic Questions:

a. What is United States history?  What does it mean to be an “American”? 
b. How do historians divide US history into periods?  Is it possible?  
c. What is change? What is continuity? How are change and continuity related?

d. How do different societies and regions react in US History? What patterns emerge?

e. How do technology and economics affect US History?

f. How has the environment affected US History?

g. How have demographic changes in the population impacted US History? 

h. How has religion impacted US History?

i. How has the organization of US government evolved over time?
j. How have war and diplomacy affected US History? 
k. How have cultural, reform, and intellectual developments shaped US History?
l. How has the United States integrated globally with other countries?  How has this affected life in the United States? 
Habits of the Mind and Skills:

In AP US History students will learn skills which will empower them to act how historians 

· use evidence to construct and evaluate arguments

· use point of view, context, and frame of reference to analyze documents

· understand and interpret information

· assess change and continuity over time

· understand the relationship between local, national, and international developments

· make comparisons within and among societies and events in US History
· understand diverse ideas, beliefs, and values in historical context

Course Text
Kennedy, David, Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas Bailey.  The American Pageant: A History of the 


Republic, 13th Ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006. 
Required Course Workbook

Henry, Michael. U.S. History Skillbook: With Writing Instruction and Practice. Saddle Brook: Peoples 

Education, Inc., 2005.  

Additional Texts and Readings
Dollar, Charles and Gary Reichard.  American Issues: A Documentary Reader, 2nd Ed.  New York: 



Glencoe/McGraw Hill, 1994.  

Hofstadter, Richard and Clarence L. Ver Steeg, Great Issues in American History, 3 vols. New York: 



Vintage Books, 1969.  

Johnson, Michael. Reading the American Past, 3rd Ed. 2 vols.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2005. 

Monk, Linda.  Ordinary Americans, 2nd Ed.  Alexandra: Close Up Publishing, 2003. 
Zinn, Howard.
A People’s History of the United States.  New York: HarperCollins, 2003. 
 *Additional resources will be incorporated as needed.      

Course Grading and Requirements
Assignments in AP US History fall into the following categories:



Exams/Quizzes
40%

Essays/Projects
30%

Homework

20%

Class Participation
10%

1. Homework: Homework assignments are designed to reinforce material covered in class or to prepare for the next day’s work.  Written assignments will be collected and graded.  Reading assignments will be checked with a brief reading quiz given at the beginning of class.  Students that miss a reading quiz because of an excused absence are required to see Mr. Greer to schedule a make up quiz as soon as possible.    

2. Essays/Projects: Effective writing is a critical part of this course, therefore, successful mastery of it requires students to develop three specific skills: document analysis, comparative analysis, and change-over-time analysis.  Practicing these skills leads to success on the AP exam and in this course while improving writing skill in all subject areas.  Short projects such as presentations, research essays, and ongoing notebook checks are part of this category.

3. In addition to the reading quizzes, other quizzes (announced and unannounced) will be given throughout the year.  These may be in either multiple choice or essay format.  

4. Exams are given at the conclusion of each unit and include a variety of questions designed to assess students’ mastery of the materials and skills taught in each unit.  These examinations will include a combination of short answer, short essay, and essay questions, some of which will be based on documents, maps, graphs, charts, or other visual sources.   
5. Each student will maintain a class binder which will be checked once each quarter.  It will contain section dividers for (1) course handouts/syllabus, (2) reading and class notes, (3) assignments, (4) essays, and (5) returned quizzes/tests.    

6. Class participation is an important part of any course.  Students are expected to participate in all class discussions, seminars, and debates.  Additionally, absences and tardies will be reflected in the participation grade as well as other off-task behaviors such as talking off topic, doing other class homework, writing notes to classmates, or in not participating at all during a class or classes.  

Classroom Policies and Procedures

A.  Materials: All students are expected to bring their textbook, reader, a pen, notebook, and binder to 
class each time unless otherwise advised.  Students will generally need the following supplies for class:

· Three-ring binder

· U.S. History Skillbook 

· Filler paper 

· Black or blue pen

· Lead pen or pencil

B. Assignments

1. Homework is due in the class bin at the beginning of class.  If a student misses a class because they were late to school or dismissed early, then they are responsible to hand in their assignment that same day.  Homework may be done in pencil or blue/black pen unless required to be submitted to Turnitin.com.  In that case, homework must be typed and submitted to Turnitin.com before class begins.  Also having your work on a USB flash does not mean that the work is on time.   
2. Students that were excused absent for a class may turn in the assignment that was due as well as the assignment they missed (by being absent) the next time the class meets.  Students are responsible for getting notes and assignments from their classmates or by checking the course webpage.  Write “Make Up” on the top of the assignment and place it in your class bin when turning it in.  
3. Any assignment not turned in on time may be turned in by the end of the next consecutive calendar day for a 25% deduction.  If the assignment is turned in 2 consecutive calendar days late it will have 50% reduced from the overall mark.  Write “Late” at the top of the assignment.  Remember that homework is not just checked for “completion” so a late assignment might earn less than the deduction if incomplete or lacking in quality of work.  Place the late assignment in the class bin or else email it.      
4. Assignments may be written in pencil or blue or black ink only on white, lined filler paper (8 ½ by 11).  Assignments turned in on paper torn from wire ring notebooks will not be accepted.  Write your name, date, and class on the upper right hand side and the title of the assignment on the first line in the center of your paper.  

5. In class essays are handwritten, on filler paper, in blue or black ink only.  Essays assigned for homework shall be typed and submitted to Turnitin.com when due.  Keep in mind that you will not have a word processor during the AP Exam so your handwriting must be legible!  

6. EMAC Activities – Students that miss an assignment that was assigned while they were participating in an EMAC or MUN event, shall have one week from the day they are supposed to return to school to make up any and all missed assignments.  Assignments given before their EMAC travel are due the day you return to school unless the student has already received permission from Mr. Greer to turn it in with the other make up work.  If there is a scheduled test while you are traveling for EMAC, schedule a time to take it before you travel.   In general students are advised to check in with Mr. Greer before traveling for EMAC.  
C. Unit Exams 
1. Write in blue or black ink only.

2. The summative assessment at the conclusion of a unit of study is called a unit exam.  Students are responsible for making up missed unit exams if their absence is excused.  Make up assessments are given after school or when a student has their AP study hall class; you have one week to make up this assessment.  See Mr. Greer to schedule a make up due to an excused absence.  Exceptions are at the teacher’s discretion. 
3. A fall semester exam will be given and counts 20% of a student’s final semester grade.  Students will also take a full mock exam (3 hours – 80 MC Questions and 3 Essays) in April, before the actual AP test is administered in May, to experience the testing environment.  The results of this mock exam will also count as their second semester exam.  During semester exams in June then, AP US students will not have to sit for a spring semester exam.   
D.  Quizzes

1. Write in blue or black ink only on filler paper.

2. Based on the format, quizzes vary in length and time.  The longest type of quiz will be an essay quiz (to simulate the AP Exam).  Students that are excused absent on the day of a quiz are responsible for making up the quiz the very next day (if they return to school the next consecutive day for example).  Contact the teacher immediately to schedule your make up quiz.   

3. Reading quizzes announce themselves whenever students are assigned specific readings as part of their homework assignments.

E.  Class Rules 

     1.  Be Prepared

     2.  Be seated before class begins.

     3.  Respect yourself and others

F.  Consequences for Breaking Rules

     1.  Student is warned.
     2.  Student-teacher conference is held. 
     3.  Parent contact is made and student is assigned a detention.
     4.  Student is sent to the HS office and parent contacted.
G. Academic Honesty
     1.  All students are expected to abide by the school mission statement and policy on academic 

          honesty.  Academic dishonesty, plagiarism, and their consequences are found in the student 
          handbook.

H.  Office Hours

    1.  Students may schedule a time to meet individually to discuss assignments, evaluations, or 

         progress with the teacher.  During the first quarter, students that make a C or lower on an exam 
         or quiz will be required to meet with the teacher to discuss their results.  

I.   Unit Calendars

At the beginning of each unit, students will be given a detailed, hard copy of the due dates, exam dates, and other assignments in order to better prepare.  Additionally, students should visit the course website frequently for updates and links for research.  

J.  Possible Unexpected School Closures


Given recent developments in the spread of the H1N1 virus, the possibility exists that school 
could be closed at a moment’s notice for an undetermined period of time, AP US students are 
expected to continue to submit their work via email in the event of a school closure. Continue 
to follow the unit calendar and or contact Mr. Greer via email.  
Instructions for Assignments

Generic Annotated Trace/Timeline Assignments

Select one of the AP US History themes and 10 events for the time period assigned that the show the largest changes related to that theme for the time period and place each on the timeline.  The annotations go below the timeline and explain why each event was significant to US History.  At the very bottom of the page, write a thesis statement about how the changes in the “theme” in this period show continuity and change over time.  An example of a thesis might be: “Although manufacturing technology rapidly changed in the nineteenth century, many farmers continued to use the same tools their ancestors developed in the past.”  Remember to title the timeline.   

Generic Annotated Map Assignment

Take note of the large event or process assigned for the annotated map (for example industrialization, imperialism, World War II).  Find 10 events related to that larger process or event in US History and place them on the map.  The annotations should go near the location on the map and explain why the event was important.  Write a thesis statement at the bottom or on the back of the map on how the process or event shows continuity and change over time.  Remember to title the map.  

Vocabulary Assignment

At the beginning of each unit of study, students are given a list of terms for which they must define/summarize and then explain the significance.  This assignment is to be typed and is due on the day of the exam for each unit.  Students may work in small groups (2-4 members) to complete this activity and they must let Mr. Greer know of their group members via email before the assignment is submitted.  
Generic Instructions for Video Critiques

Write a full paragraph that includes

· A topic sentence about the point of view of the video producer

· Identification of two examples of the following film techniques used in the video; camera angles, lighting, choice of artifacts, photographs, reenactments, film footage, music, narration, pacing

· An explanation of how the techniques were used to prove the point of view of the video producer. Use a minimum of two examples for each technique.

· Concluding sentence about how well the producer’s point of view is achieved.

Generic Instructions for Socratic Seminars

1. Understand the question(s) for the seminar.

2. Read the source(s).

3. Take notes from the source(s) to help you answer the question(s).

4. Make at least four comments about any of the following 

a. Information in the sources

b. Validity of evidence used by the author(s)

c. The strength of the argument (thesis)

d. To respond to a question asked by someone else

e. To respond to a comment made by someone else

5. Ask at least four questions about any of the following 

a. Information in the sources  (ex – vocabulary)

b. Validity of evidence used by the author(s)

c. The strength of the argument (thesis)

d. To respond to a question asked by someone else

e. To respond to a comment made by someone else

How to Construct an Argument

Claim/Assertion + Reason + Evidence = Fully Developed Argument

Saturday is the best day of the week because there is no school.  Looking at the 

school calendar on its website, it shows that there is no school on Saturday.

David Beckham is a not a successful soccer player.  This is because he has never led any 

team, when he was the captain, to a championship.  According to the ’07 World of Sports 

Almanac, David has played soccer for 13 years and none of his teams have ever won their 

league championship.  

Thesis Statement Construction

A thesis statement must

· Fully address the question asked (not the one you’d prefer to answer)

· Take a position in answering the question asked

· Provide organization categories to support your position (these categories will be the subject of the topic sentences in the main body paragraphs)

Course Units of Instruction
Unit I   Founding the New Nation, 10,000BCE -1783 CE      Chapters 1-8 


Topics to explore include:

1. How did geography impact the development of the U.S.?

2. What were the positive and negative effects of the Atlantic Exchange?

3. What motivated England to settle the New World?

4. What cultural conflicts existed between early settlers and Native-Americans?

5. What different types of colonies developed in British North America?

6. How do the early colonies display interests in democracy?

7. What was life like in colonial America?

8. How does slavery get started in the New World?
9. How does Britain settle disputes with other European invaders of the New World?

10. Why/How do the colonies begin to separate themselves from Britain?

11. What were the economic/political/social causes of the American Revolution?

12. How was the U.S. able to win the American Revolution?

Primary Source topics include:

· Virginia Laws For Blacks

· First Representative Assembly in Virginia

· Religious Freedom (Roger Williams)

· Common Sense (Thomas Paine) 
· Loyalists vs Patriots 

· Mercantilism 

Unit II Building the New Nation, 1776-1820 
Chapters 9-13 


Topics to explore include:

1. Why does America decide to create a new government?

2. What are the essential features of the new government?

3. How are political parties born?

4. What is the significance of the “Revolution of 1800?”

5. What traditions are established by George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, and John Marshall?

6. What was America’s early role in foreign affairs?

7. In what ways is Jefferson’s presidency paradoxical?

8. What is the significance of the War of 1812?

9. What is America’s early policy toward slavery?

10. How does the U.S. become more democratic in the 1830s?  How less?

11. What was the significance of early westward movements?

12. How does America attempt to reform itself in the first half of the 19th century?

Primary Source topics include:

· Federalists vs Anti-Federalists 
· James Madison, Controlling Factions
· Whisky Rebellion 
· Declaration of Independence

· A Warning Against Party Spirit (G. Washington)
· Hamilton’s Economic Program
Unit III Testing the New Nation, 1820-1877  Chapters 16-22 


Topics to explore include:

1. How did the southern and northern economies differ from each other?

2. What myths exist about life in the antebellum South?

3. How did Northerners and Southerners justify their slavery attitudes?

4. What was Manifest Destiny and how did it express itself with regard to Mexico?

5. What events in the 1840s and 1850s can be described as the “point of no return” as America heads toward civil war?

6. What advantage was enjoyed by each side on the eve of the war?

7. What was America’s foreign policy during the Civil War?

8. How was the North able to win?

9. What different programs for reconstructing the South were offered?

10. What program was decided upon and what scars did it create?

Primary Source topics include:

· King Andrew

· The American System

· Manifest destiny

· The Seneca Falls Declaration

· Defense of Slavery
· Nullification Declaration
Unit IV Forging An Industrial Society, 1869-1909  Chapters 23-27 


Topics to explore include:

1. How did Reconstruction end?

2. Why were the 1870s so corrupt?

3. How were African-Americans re-embedded?

4. What enabled America to experience an Industrial Revolution?

5. How does an I.R. change American economics and society?

6. How does America during this time change geographically and demographically?

7. How does the Agricultural Revolution impact America?

8. How successful is America’s initial experiment in imperialism?

Primary Source topics include:

· Anglo-Saxon Supremacy

· Tenement Living

· The Literacy Test

· The Populist Vision

· Women’s Suffrage and the Working Class

Unit V Struggling For Justice At Home and Abroad, 1901-1945 Ch. 28-35 


Topics to explore include:

1. How did America campaign against injustice?

2. What new voices were heard from?

3. How did Wilson and the two Roosevelts change American politics?

4. Why did America enter WWI and what lessons did we learn?

5. How isolationist was America in the 1920s and 1930s?

6. For whom did the Twenties “roar?”

7. What did America learn about economics in 1929?

8. How was the great Depression a spiraling abyss?

9. How effective was the New Deal and what was its long-term effects?

10. How does December 7, 1941 change America’s role in the world?

11. What lessons from WWI were applied to WWII?

The unit will be evaluated via chapter quizzes, debates, an exam, and in-class essays.

Primary Source topics include:

· Strategic Reasons For American Expansion

· Arguments Against American Imperialism

· The Revived KuKluxKlan

· Radicalism on the Left

· Truman’s decision to Drop the Bomb

Unit VI Making Modern America, 1945-Present Chapters 36-40 


Topics to explore include:

1. How does America treat the losers and the winners in WWII?
2. How does America handle its new-found prosperity?

3. When does the Cold War heat up?

4. How “placid” were the fifties?

5. What is the role of the lawmakers, the judges, and the presidents in the civil rights battle?

6. Why were the sixties so stormy?

7. What were the roles and the goals of the baby boomers, the Now Generation, the Greatest Generation, the Yuppies, the Me Generation, and the X Generation?

8. What is the role of McDonalds, Microsoft, McJordan, McJackson, and McMouse in America’s post-Cold War foreign policy?

9. How does the energy crisis dictate American policies at home and abroad? 
Primary Source topics include:

· American Commitment to Cold War

· Restraining Communism

· The Military Industrial Complex

· Problems of Suburbia

· A Strategy For The Civil Rights Revolution

Unit VII Project

Students will critique two historical films based on aspects or events in US History.  
The above topics shall be covered through discussion, presentation, readings, and multi-media presentations. In preparing the student for the AP exam, there will be numerous chapter quizzes, numerous in-class essays, and a 2-week review session.  Skills taught include classroom discussions designed to teach point of view, change over time, connections, themes, the writing of document-based and non-document based essays, the interpretation of documents, the weighing of evidence, and the understanding of the broad sweep of history.  
AP US History 
1

